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The Author's Language in the following Work, 
though for the moſt part nervous and majeſtic, has 
been in the former editions inaccurate and per- 
plexed. Great care has been taken in this, to re- 

move every objection of chat kind, and at the ſame 


XY time to preſerve the ſentiments of the Author. = 
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255 Dear Friend „ 


; g - omaly ventured, at = Inſtance. of 5 
1 ſome pious Chriſtians, to make 
| public the following Diſcourſes, which 
were originally intended for your Ser- 
vice only. The Matter of them at 
leaſt is of vaſt Importance, and ſuch as 
it ought to be my firſt concern that 
you may be experimentally acquainted 
with. I thought it therefore adviſe- * 
able to brihg them forth to the world 
with a Dedication to You, that whilſt _ 
by this Means I ſhould, have Oppor- 
tunityof acknowledging the Obligations | 
you have laid on me, and in ſome Sort 
of teſtifying the Reſpe&t I bear you, —I _ 
might alſo, in a Way hardly yet at- 
_ kenipted by me, endeayour to engage 1 
: A2 Four 


iv J he Tahabitants of TRonoe. 


your Regards' to that one Thing, which 
in a few Years we ſhall all diſcover to 
be indeed 7he only thing needful. 
> Brethren, if my | Heart's: Delich | 
towards you, that ye may be Partakers 
of Chriſt, makes me earteſt and 
importunate, — is there not a Cauſe, 
ſeeing your Happinefs and - my own 
are at Stake? I would not that any one 
of you ſhould come ſhort of entering into 
God's Reft : Nor can I forget the Miniſ- 
terial Vows that are upon me, and how 
feartul'my Doom, if any of you die 
in hour Sins without Warning. For 
your Sakes aud my own then, I beg 
Leave to commend to 8 this La- 
Hour of Love. UT. - 
It is the Character We a Chriſtian, | 
drawn as faithfully as 1 have been 
enabled to do it, from the holy Scrip- 
tures. It 1s not indeed a Character 
which will fuit the Generality of thoſe 
who call themſelves by that Name: 
Perhaps alſo it may make fome, who 
have tormed too favourable an Opinion' 
200 their religious Conduct, to be dif-. 
with thetaſclyes or it. But If : 


Bend 


Ju dhe Inbabitanis of TRU Ao. v 


by the Torrent of Iufidelity and Ligen- 
tioulnels, or-be dwindling into a cere- 


monial Farm, in the. Practice of the 


Few who live decently and are, well 


Apeken of, —it becomes the Stewards: 
of the Myſteries of Gad to riſe up to its 
Reſeue. Tis this has engaged me to 
preſent that to you in Deſcripuon, 


which:is:but too rarely ſeen. in Life. 


That it may be made an inſtrumeat- 
in the Hand of the Spirit of forming, 


Fou after its Likeneſs, is my firſt and. 


moſt earneſt Deſire. And ſhould God 


vouchſafe to grant this Bleſfing u 


my Attempt, to you. and others, it . 
be my higheſt Comfort, and an en- 


couraging Anſwer to hy Prayers and 3 
Labouct oe RY. 
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: AS the. following: Hermanos: are excel - 
lently calculated to promote vital 
Chriſtianity, by illuſtrating the means and 


neceſſity of a real inward change, or the re. 


covery of man from his preſent ſtate of 


groſs inſenſibility under the fall, to a life 
of acquaintance and communion with Godg: 


it is hoped they will be well received by ferts: 
ous perſons. of all denominations, and, with 
the divine bleſſing, anſwer the Author's de- 
ſign, in rouſing the ſtupid ſinner, undeceiv- 
ing the formalift, and SE men of 


g00d-wilk to higher, attainments. 


If the ſingle point inſiſted on in the firſt 


Sermon, namely, the deep! guilt. of an apoſ- 
tate independent will, was duly attended to, 
it might be a means of checking many of the 


careleſs, giddy tribe, in their mad career of 


ſelfiſm and ſepſual pleaſure, and perhaps 


awaken ſome ſtartling thoughts concerning 
natural corruption, in the breaſt of the- 


more. pol objector to revelation in * 


A 
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PREFACE vi 


A rational creature made tb be happy by 
knowing and" loving God, abd ſteady con- 


formity to his will, and yet turned from 


him in the bent of its. Will and. affections, 
and ſeeking after happineſs in oppoſition to. 
hain, is a Amonlker in naturèé. Do but 
allow the fact, which is ſufficiently confirm 
ed by the ex xperience of all ages, and the 
confeſſion of thè beſt men that ever lived, 
and we need look nowhere elſe than to this 
poiſoned fountain of a ſelſiſn corrupt will, 
for the vanity and wretchedneſs of our 
ſtate. cn It may juſtly: be queſtioned; herber 
there tan poſſibly be two kinds of ha 


in nature, and whether God can conceive” 
or produte a happineſs different from, and! 


ppinefs 


much leſs oppoſne to, his owt! If then 


the happinefs of God ſpripgs from, and is 
one with the perfect rectitude of his will, 
and there can poſſibly be no happineſs in any 
part of creation, but according to his idea. 
and ſtandard- of it, che neceffary conſe- 


quence of a rebellious departure from thet 


ſovereign will, which made and governs 


the univerſe, muſt be perpetual errot and 


certain miſery.” And though God in m erer, 


may inſtruct, admoniſh, bear with, and uſe 
all ſuitable methods to reclaim bis perverred 
_ arearures ow their fogliſh wanderings, and 
bring chem back again into the one ſole road 
e has 1 vet he has not che 
_olBTLU2Y ni rA £07 3079910 10 er 
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power, if he could have the will, to make 


them happy out of it. 


The diſputer of this world Shine too 
great a ſtoop of majeſty for God to become 
man, that he might accompliſh the work 
of our redemption; and cries out, not with 
pious admitation, but in the ſelf-ſufficiency 
of his reaſon, What is man that thou 
ſhouldſt ſo regard him? And the _— 
ſlaves of fin, as well as thoſe who are e 
ed in a continual round of what is culled: 
innocent pleaſure, or worldly buſineſs, and 
abandon themſclyes with full reliſh' to the 


comforts of the animal life, without un- 


derſtanding and ſeeking after God, take re» 
fuge in mercy, and make it the firſt, if not the 


only article of their eceed; meaning by that, 


a power or will in the Moſt High to diſ- 
penſe with truth and juſtice, in order to 
ſuit there caſe, and ſneering at the horrid 
word Darnvation,. But the anſwer to both 


is, that the recovery dt ſelf-conſcious intel 
ligent beings from a ſtate of enmity and re- 


bellion againſt their Maker, and their eternal 
happineſs or miſery, is no trifle with God, 


though it is with man. — That if help was 
wanted, it would be offered; and when it 


was, we might well ſuppoſe it would be in a 


way far exceeding our natural chooghts 


and apprehenſions That the greatneſs and 


myſteriouſneſs of the deliverance, ſhews 
een the ne of our Ir danger, and 


the 


the infinite malignity of that diſpoſition in 
man which required it — That it comes to 
us in the way of a cure; and as reſtoration 
of health to the | ſoul — That our great 
ſpiritual diſorder, terrible corruption, and 
abſolute incapacity for happineſs, is the 
averſion of our wills from God, and oppo- 
fition to him in ſelf; - and that if we reject 
our remedy, by refuting to return to an 
union of will with him, there is no ſuch 
reſource of merey in his nature as we vainly 
dream of: we have the eſſence of miſery 
in ourſelves, and by our own obſtinate 
choice of it, put an eternal bar to his 
goodneſs, - | 
I ſuppoſe Chriſt has given us Aulbcleny 
intimation of the ſtate we are in, and carries 
us to the root of our diſtemper, when he 
teaches us to pray that God's wil! may be 
done in earth ar it is in heaven and 
charges us to deny ourſetoes, take up our 
croſs, and folloto him, whoſe meat and 
dxinſ it was: 10 do the'will of him that ſent 
lim; nay, and tells us, that whoſoever be be 
{pat forjaketh: nor all that he bath,” he cannot 
be his diſtiple. Does this ſeem a grievous | 
hard:ſaying to thee 7 Art thou unwilling to 
crafts thy deſires, and give up all thy 
. workdly-views of profit or pleaſure for the 
_ willzof God? Dereivel thyfelt no longer; 
truſt not to an Out, civikty, nor any 
5 kind o. kite, whether in religion or the 
zl . world; 
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world; chy fin is found out for thee. Thou 
mayift ſee in this glaſs wherein thou comeſt 
ere 'of rhe glory of God— of glorifying God 
by a profound ſubmiſſion to his will, which 
his glory in and from man; — and what is 
the true cauſe of "Oy other finful exorbi- 
tance in thee. 

And therefore I cannot but think that 
the'Author has judiciouſly ſingled out this 
capital inſtance of man's corruption, an 
uſurping will, broken off from God, to 

draw our thoughts as it were to a point, 
and ſtrike conviction into the ſoul, as well 
as juſtly repreſented the guilt and fatal 
conſequences of it. If the charge is falſe, 
we have comparatively no ſin, the love 
and practice of every virtue being implied 
im the contrary diſpoſition. But if it is 
true, and we are not in ſubjection to the 
father of ſpirits, adoring his nature and 
will, pleaſed with his commands, and 
reſigned to his providences, the word of 
truth has but one call for us, Repent, and 
be converted. Whatever we pretend, or 
however we may appear outwardly to men, 
10 long as there is this root of a ſecret en- 
mity againſt God in the heart, an alienat- 
ed ſelf- pleaſing, oppoſing will, we diſhonour 
bim in the Whole courſe of 'our ves and 
the whole ſtate of our beings; we can have 

no communion with him here, nor e 
ment of him Warcaster“ L en A oa 
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- The peculiar doctrines of the goſpel are 
_ealily connected with, and follow cloſe upon 
this diſcovery. Guilt incurred, puniſhment 
due, and infinite juſtice demanding it, what 
ſhall ward off the blow? Repentance, and; 
return to God: ſo unbelieving man ſays, 
making a merit of it; ſuppoſing that he has 


the power to repent and return, in and of 


himſelf, and that whenever he does, God: 


muſt eine him to favour. But theſe are 


dangerous ſuppoſitions to truſt to for eter- 


nity, and utterly inſufficient to relieve the 


eonſcience labouring under a ſenſe of guilt,. 


and looking out every way for ſome better 


ground of hope. I will venture to ſay, it 
is hardly poffible for the convinced awaken- 


ed ſoul to truſt to them; and I fear thoſe 


who do have another ſecret ſuppoſttion in 
reſerve, which is, that ſin is not of ſo deadly 
a nature, nor fo odious to God as it muſt 
be upon the Chriſtian ſcheme; A real be- 
lief ot the guilt and danger of it will nes 
ceſſarily be attended with alarming appre- 
henſions of the defectiveneſs of repentance, 


of its inſufficiency at the beſt for ſatisfaction, 


and of our inperenas to good in the future 
courſe of our lives. And this ſenſe will 
diſpoſe, if not force us to receive the much- 
wanted friendly aid of revelation, and ta 


form our conduct upon the notion of a 
 $CRIPTUR E+G OD, inſtead of one af 

our own making. For, notwithſtanding the 
mT ey © 8 boaſted 
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boaſled perfection of human reaſon, ag 
our conceited arrogant pretences.to ſuper- 
natural knowledge, God will always be un- 
known, as to his counſels, ways, and act- 


ings, if he does not reyeal himſelf. The 


delcription given of him, (Exod; xxxiv. 


6, 7.) as forgiving iniquity, trauſoreſſon, aud 
fin, aud yet by no means. clearing the guilty, 


exceeds all the underſtanding of the natural 
man; and would ſtill have been a myſtery 
if Chriſt had not explained it, by bearing 
our fins in his own body, reconciling us to. 


God by his death, bringing in a perfect 
righteouſneſs for us, enabling us by his 


{pirit to ſubdue the power of fin in our- 
ſelves, and completing our redemption by 
making us new Creatures, fit for heaven. 

Thele great points are clearly opened, 


and pathetically enforced in the following 


diſcourſes; which we doubt not will be 
generally conſidered as the reſult of expe» 
krience, anfwerable to their title, and a fair 


draught, of the Chriſtian. .. And if the 


7 ſhould be remarked by any as one of 
the over-doers, hurting the cauſe he would 


ſerve, let him be intitled to vo. apology, 


it he has gone beyond the rule of ſcripture; 


which indeed preſcribes an amazing height 


5 of purity for ſuch a weak and finful ctea- 
tete as man; but is nevertheleſs neceſſary to 


be propoſed ta. him in its full extent, to con- 
vince him of his fin, bring: him to Chriſt: 
„ 8 direct 
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direct him in his aims, prove his ſincerity, 


and quicken his endeavours. And to ſpeak 


only of an abſolute ſubmiſſion to the will of 
God, who will preſume to aftitm that leſs is 
required of us? It would be an ill office in 
aà Chriſtian divine to tell men exactly where 
they may ſtop without hazard; and he 
would have but little thanks for his pains 
from zealous perſons, endued from above 


with, a true ſpiritual taſte, whoſe ſtate is 


Progreſſive, and their hearts bent upon con- 


tinual advancement in holineſs: which is 
what his deſcription of the New Creature 


implies; and not that none can be ſaved 
who come ſhort of it, provided they are go- 
on to perfection, and truſt not in them- 
ſelves, but in the Lord Jeſus Chritt. 


It muſt be confeſſed he is ane bar 


plain, does not palliate matters, bears hard 


upon the old man, and ſtrips him of all his 


diſguiſes. And therefore, it may be ſup- 
poled that ſome, who have been uſed to 
prop themſelves with the falſe divinity of 


theit moral character, and a decent confor- 


mity to the external parts of religion, will 
be offended, This he knew very well, and 
chat his hardeſt work would be with thoſe 


who will let religion do any th! 'ng with 


them but change their hearts, and alter:the 
_ earthly. bent of their affections. And that 


there ate ſuch: at all times in Chriſlian 


ee pretenders to godlineſs, but in 
the 
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the main, oppoſers of the reality of j it and 
the bittereſt enemies of all others to thoſe: 
who would lead them into that depth and 
myſtery of -iniquity, their own heart, is 
not to be denied. But whoever thou art, 
ſinner on formalift, be ſo juſt to thyſelf, 
and to- thy eternal. inteteſt in the Saviour, as 
to read what is here offered thee without 
prejudice, if not with good- will, to one whom. 
thou muſt acquit in thy conſcience of any 
deſign but good-will towards thee. And. 
if the formaliſt, eſpecially, ſhould be diſ- 
guſted at the home expoſtulations —_ 
his caſe, and more inclined to reject t 
with diſdain, than to take occafion from 
them to enter upon an impartial examina- 
tion of himſelf, let him be affured; that he 

has juſt cauſe to ſuſpect that all is not lound: 
With him at the bottom. 

And let all watchful improving Chriſ- 
tians, who know 'their want of deliver- 
ance, their, diſability 1 in their natural ſtate, 
and want of merit in their beft, Chriſt's: 
power and will to fave them to the utmoſt 
in all reſpects, their willingneſs to be fayed: 
by him, faithful adherence to him, and: 
faithful co-operation with the ſpirit of holi- 


, neſs for a renewed will, and a ſanctified 


heart, choofing God for its. portion, and 
: ſeeking his kingdom and righteouſneſs in 
the firſt place; — let them, I lay, bleſs God 
for the light and ſpirit of the author; and 
pr 
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prey with me that he would raiſe up every- 


where ſuch painful labourers and faithful 


ſtewards of the word of life; and that they 


may be bleſſed with a meaſure of ſuceeſs 
as he is in his miniſtry at Truro; and it is 
reaſonably preſumed will be in other places, 


by the publication of theſe Diſcourſes, as 


the firſt impreſſion of them has been lo 


quickly ſold off. 


One thing more is an cabitiinged to 


the reader's conſideration; namely, whether 
the points of man's ſin and guilt, reſtora- 


tion by grace, acceptance through Chriſt, 


and the neceſſity of ſpiritual renovation, are 


not fairly reaſoned; and whether, though not 
diſcoverable by human wiſdom, yet, when 
revealed, they do not come within our capa- 
city of judging, and recommend themſelves 


to our belief and approbation ? And what 1 
would obſerve upon it is, That it is doing 


| unſpeakable miſchief to the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, to diſtinguiſh thoſe who, either from 


principle or compliance with the corrupt 


taſte of the age, ſoften, or too generally 
ſuppreſs theſe points, i the name of. ra- 


tional deinen 


| 
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dren of Men, io ſee if there were any that 44 un- 
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bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the 


Lord(a): But where ae the knees and 


hearts of his people ; ? Where the children 


crying Haſannab l ds he that cometh in 
the name of the Lord 6 We name our- 


.. ſelves after: the name . Obriſt; but inte- 


reſt, pleaſure, and Vai have gained to 


themiclves our \alxgiance and ,devotion. 


Here we canyow2 * 4 worſhip with eager 


i importunity; Here, we Can amue away life; 7 


here calmly ſteal. into. grey hairs and the 
grave. But ſhould» we invite men by.,th C 


* 


| mercies of the Lord; fhould we go about to 


engage lem bh a folt difp lay of bar e&cs 
10 love of God; which Wen a elten 4 
ſas Chriſt; to befeech! them by the dignity 


def Chriſt's perſon, and by the:ſuffixietcyof 
| his power to'every purpoſe of their fafvas 


tion; ſhould we ſtrive withithem that they 


would lay hold of this everlaſting life, dear- 


Jy otchaiedinna freely offered; Whois there 


almoſt that would lend an eur Men are 


eareleſs and aſlee p! ſecutiry, the offspring 
of pride, ignorance, and Hardoels of heart, 
hath ſhut them in nd a fenced gy oe 
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Serm. 1. Te Sinfulneſ3 and Miſery © F Man. 3 
| braſs: God is left far above ont of fight; 


and every awful conſideration of duty, 
gratitude, and true intereft,' due to him, is 
negligent ly c caſt behind their backs. 
With what confidence then can I addreſs 
you upon the glorious -bleffings of the goſ- 
pel- -ſalvation; lay before you the way of life, 
and mark out the evidence upon which 
you may ſet up a claim to God's favour 
through the Redeemer? I ſhall but pe 
into the air, but gratify your edriofity; but 
engage your imagination, and amuſe you 
with an entertainment of an hour, as oe 
that hath a pleaſant voice, and can play well 
on an inſtrument (c) ; unleſs you be deeply 
impreſſed with the importance of the mat- 
ter, and enter into an inquiry after the | 
things that make for your peace, as if it were 
for your life. It you will profit by the fol- 
lowing diſcourſes, you muſt not be of the | 
faithleſs ſtamp of the times; you muſt, at 1 
- leaſt, have this preparation of mind, a ſeri⸗ 1 
| ous concern about ſalvation. And 1 Will 
nat belteve that you are fo without nnder- 
 ftauding, whatever you are, however heed- 
leſs and wiltul in your fins, as to have de- 
terminately given over ill cate for your 
ſoul. I will hope that, ſomehow or other, 
1 mall, by divine 2705 reach your beart, 


00 Ezek. XXRU. 32. OE 
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and move you to ſome awakened reflexions 


upon that which concerns you more than 
a thouſand worlds. Nay, Ii be confident 
that I ſhall be heard of many who defire to 
f:aow toe certainty of the words of truth d); 
and would exemine'themyeives whether they 
be in the faith ſe l. 
It is not my. buſineſs to lad: men: and 


: therefore, if you ſhall be detained with a 


fubjea, which; uſt of neceſſity prove very 


offenſive to, human pride, altogether op- 


polite to worldly views, and deſtructive of 
carnal indulgence, fee that ye be not offend- 


ed. Chriſt? S kingdom. is not of this rvordd (f). 
He hath no oflers to make, which invite 


by the indulgence they give to vanity, 


grandeur, and eaſe. Juſt the contrary : his 
Invitations are ſpiritual and eternal ; nor can 
they be reliſhed till a man deny bim elf, mor- 
 tafy bis affections which are upon earth, and 


crucify the fleſh, Him that is ſuch a one, 


Chritt will vifit with his confolations. Such 


x one ſhall receive, out of Chriſt's fulneſs, 


peace, acceptance with God, and ſanctifi- 
cation; with, help in every time of need a- 


gainſt the enemies of his loul, in the pre- 


lent life; and i in that which is to come, a 
glorious rejoicing in the great May of the 


: | 


Lord 
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Lord Jeſus, and an inheritance in the eter - 
nal kingdom. It is my defign in this ant 
ſome following diſcourſes, to give you an 
account of the goſpel - - falv ation, and .to 
lead you either to ſcek or diſcover an inte- 
reſt in Jeſus Chriſt. What I have to ad- 
vance hereupon, will divide itfelf into two 
Principal particulars; each of which will, 
demand ſome larger meaſure of your atten- %, 
tion and time. They are faith, and the 
new creature; which together, will compre- 
hend the ſum of goſpel-ſalvation. 
The former of them is faith. And this 
it will be my endeavour to illuſtrate in ſuch 
a manner, that while ye ſhall ſee what it is, 
ye may be able to prove yourſelves, if in this 
way ye are ſeeking God; and, if ye are 
out of it, may know the meaſures to be ta- 
ken, ine to a right faith in Jeſus Shri. 
You muſt ſuffer me here to uſe great 
freedom of ſpeech; to charge you with 
fin, in behalt of the B Majeſty of heaven; 
and to remonſtrate with you upon the fad 
conſequences which your fin hath drawn 
after it: — I mutt be allowed to tell you, 
that theſe conſequences it is not in your 
power to remove. After this, my meſſage 
will be more agreeable in. the declaration 
of Chriſt's ability and willingneſs to ſuc- 
cour you, And the concluſion will be an 
account of faith. . K 5 1 55 
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Let me engage you to remark the near 
connexion there is between thele ſeveral 


points. Sin hath brought man into a ruin— 


ous ſtate: out of this {tate man cannot 
help himſelf : Chrift offers him reſcue : 
and with this offer man mult comply, if he 


de be dehvered. 


To lay the ground-work, I muſt in the 


e 6 lace, be free to charge you with fin, in 


behalf of the Majeſty of heaven; and then 
wilt remonſtrate with you upon the /d con- 
ſequences which your fin hath drawn after it. 


And the words of the pſalm, read for the 
text, give me foundation enough for the 
gene ral charge and ex poſtulation I have to 


make, The Lord looked docem from heaven 


pon the children of men; to ſee if there were 


ary that did underſtand, and ſeek God, They 
arc all goue aſide, they are altogether become 


filthy: rhere is none that doth good, no not one. 
One indeed there was in our nature, who. 

might boldly ſay, © ho convinceth me of 
& ry 4g)! You ſee my manner of life; 

you know my actions: tell me wherein 


I have broken the leaſt commandment ; 
herein, in the niceſt particular, I have 


* neglected what God would have done, or 


& done what he forbids. Not one among 


you can convince me of fin. No, ye 


& blaſphemers; nor can your father, the 


06 der i]. He tried all his arts upon me; 


(g) John vii. 46. 
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© but no carnal appetite; no proud 1 imagi- 
e nation, no coverous, ambitious defire, 
% could be faund in me. Vea, my hea⸗ 


* venly Father, who knoweth the very /e 
<« crets of the heart, hath found nowickedneſs 


«in me. He hath honoured me by a voice 


& fromheaven declaring his pleaſure in mes 


«beeduſcrhe knaweth that, as Lam come to 


s do his will, ſo I rep his ſayings.” Thus 


he might er. up a claim to purity of heart 
and integrity of life; and neither God, 
nor man, nor devil, could diſallow it. But 


chary other mauth is flopped. God charges 


fin againſt us all. Alas ! ſo many injquities 
are gone over our beads, that I am at loſs 
mbecrenäch to begin the black catalogue. 

- But where ſhall I begin the accuſation, 
nbeſt with that which is the root of all the 


reſtꝰ „ Your ſoul hath been without the 


F6 diſpoſition of a creature, and hath affect- 

ed inde pendency. This is my charge in 

God'scbrhalf againſt you all; ye have had 
z plcafure-abd à will within you, not ſub- 


N ordinate- to che will and pleaſure of God. 


Let all things ſerve God,“ is the one 


equitable law ol the unlvefſe. For He is 
dur Father, aun che call arte ue work of his 
band (). Nay, but mark the 'defigniof 
our being, He made, thinzs for himfelf; | 
He created us for his glory (i); He fonmed 
4s, that we thould ſew (forth His praiſe (. 


0 Iſa. Lxiv. 8. (in Rev. vil it. (4) Ha, xliii. 7, 21. 
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There muſt be but one King and one plea- 


ſure in all the world. Every inferior be- 
ing muſt be ſubject to the ſupreme will of 
God ; ſo the order of creation demands, 
But apoſtate angels firſt affected to have 4 
will of their own; to erect a pleaſure with- 
in them, not ſubordinate, but oppoſite to 


the good pleaſure of God. Thus rebeltion 


was conceived againſt the divine will: and 
among the creatures in heaven, many vain- 
ly aſpired to be independent of the Creator. 
Man. too had trodden in the ſame ſte ps:: 


all of us have a will of our own; ne 


oppoſes the ſovercign will of God 
In proof of this I muſt appeal to 3 


ſelf. Was there not a time, when your 


heart knew little fear of God's diſpleaſure ; 
when you were inſenfible of his preſence; 
unmoved with any awful apprehenſions of 


his Majeſty, untouched with any feelipg of 
love towards him; herein God was not in 


all your thoughts 1) Say, hath not God 
teen you in fuch a ſtate, if it be not now 
your very condition? Have: not days and 


years gone over you, wherein the Searcher 
of hearts confidering your ſoul, might find 
nothing there but, a horrid forgetfülneſsof 


your: Maker; not ſo much as a. deſire to 


ſerve him and ſubmit to his pleafure; when 
you lived at your diſcretion, not caring for 
Cod, and carried on by inclinations which 


. (1 Plal. x. 4. © ict kt 47 
_ 4 were 
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were directly contrary to his law? I ſpeak 
not now of what you did; 1 intend not one 
action or another which were finful ; tis. 
not in queſtion at preſent, whether you 


ve re lewd or chaſte, drunken or temperate, 


a knave or honeſt, a triſler or diligent; my 
charge againſt 'you is, that in thoſe days 
whatever you did, you did what you 760 old, 
and becauſe you would; ; you were pleaſing 
yourſelt and not God; vou had not a crea- 
ture-like regard to him in your conduct. 


He faithful for God, though it be againſt 


yourſelf : had you at that time any real 


concern about the will and pleaſure of him 
that made you > Had you either thought 
or defign of pleafing God? 


True, you conſidered not in thoſe eaſy 
days chat you were acting that monſtrous 
part youdid; you reflected not that to fot- 
get, to caſt off God, and do. as we liſt, 
carries in it all the foul ſins of ingratitude, | 


undutifulneſs, . rebellion ; that you. were 


degrading the Almighty from his throne, 
and placing yourlelt in his ſtead. If you 
will look well to.it, you ſhall find no other 
fin like this. The ſtubbornneſs of chil- 


ren, the negligence of intruſted ſervants, 
the unfaithfulneſs of moſt obliged depen- | 
dents, the difloyalty of chief favourites, and 


whatever elſe ſuppoſes inſenfibility, obdu- 5 
rateneſs, and treachery, is implied in this 


one thing, a careleſs forgetfulneſs of. God. 
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Or ſuppoſe, through the peculiar bleſſing 
of a pious education, you bave remembered. 
our Creator from your yauth : yet have you 
found no inclination within you to caſt off 


the yoke? no riſings of a will of your own 
ana the will of God? Hath there not 
been ſomeching in you which would plead 


for a diſpenſation of the commandments of 


God 2 ſomething which hath made you 


ready to murmur at God's providential di- 


rections; and to be diſpleaſed with the 
1pirituality and ſtrictneſs of the law? Re- 
gard the paſſages of your heart, what they 

| have been, and what they too often are; 
and you ſhall readity confeſs the univerſal 


truth, that „e heart of man is deſperately 


wicked (n), even enmity againſt God (u), al- 


though you were never numbered with that 


more inſolent tribe, «who ſay unto God, De- 


part from lis; for We deſire not the knowledge 
of thy ways : rohat i the Almighty, that we _ 
ſhould ſerve him? And what profit Joould we - 
have if we pray unto him (0) ? 
Alas! what a fight muſt a world of ſuch _ 
ſelf-willed rebels have been in the eye of 
God; a world of creatures, turned every 
one to his own way! And ſuch have you 
been, whatever you are, joined in the ge- 
neral apoſtaſy. O let us all feel and own | 
the never-enough to be lamented truth; 1 


(n) Jer. xvii. 9. (a) Rom. viii. 7. 
(o, Job xxi. „„ 1 


7 
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all of us rebels and apoſtates! This is the 


evil ſtock which hath put forth its branches, 
and yielded its fruit in a varjety of fin. 
Being ſet up for yohr ſelf, vou were im- 
patient of God's providential government 
of you. When he {mote you; with his gra- 
cious and well-defigned aſtlictions, you were 


fret: you acknowiedged- not his hand, 


nor his. goodneſs in chem; bur, diſordered 
in your ungentle ſpirit, you wreaked that 
peeviſh anger upon thoſe about you which 


you durft not diſcharge againit /God. You | 


muſt have your ou will and way: when 
you found not compliance in others, you 
grew: haughtily enraged, or ſullenly dif- 


pleaſed ;- when diſappeintment met you in 


Your worldly projects, or 'carnal joys, or 
even innocent amuſements, the trgubled 


ſea of diſcontent was within you; you 
could nqt endure the leaſt oppoſition with 
patience ; as if you had been the lord of 


— 


(29 


the univerſe, and-al} things were:to by de- 


voted to your humour. 
Gad being forgotten, you minded ear 155 


things, the favout of men, and the wealth 
of this world. In queſt of praiſe you were 
fawning and deceitful; in ſearch of wealth 
you were ſordid and ſelfiſh, Reputation and 
wealth made you pred and van ; and that 
pride and vanity would endure no rival 
you muſt beithe foremoſt in abundanee and 

| _— Hence 1 heart was filled with 


envie us 


— 
— —ũ—— — — — — — — — - 
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envious diſguſt and malicious pleaſure, as 
others outſtript or fell beneath you in ene 
Your favourite purſuits. 

Meantime that delicate body of yours 
was craving for indulgence. The eye, the 
ear, the palate, every ſenſe luſted for its 
peculiar gratification.” Your foul was car- 
nal: you were but a beaſt with more-re- 
ſinement. _ 1 not add, with are 
ury tec? , ICH 

You muſt own now, thr your inward 


= parts have been very withedneſs ; that God 


hath/ſeen your ſoul without the diſpoſition 


of a dependent creature; that you have 


had an indiſpofition of ſpirit either to do 
his will, or to ſubmit yourſelf and your 
affairs to his ordering ; that your love hath 
been laid out upon preſent enjoyments, in 
the purſuit of which you have been proud, 

envious, malicious, deceitful, and ſelfiſh; 
that luſt or indulgence hath taken place of 


ſpiritdal and reaſonable gratifications with- 
in you, rendering your ſoul inſenſible to 


every thing but the enjoy ments of the 


lower part, of which you are compoſed. 
Such was the diſpoſition of your ſou}. And 
bow filthy and defiled then were you! 


What a fight in the pure eye of God And 
judge now what the. cal of o enen 
tree muſt have been! E 

Surely all the borward carriage could 


haye nothing of worth in it. Whatever 


1 | 6 4 | was 
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was the iſſue in the thoughts, words, and 
actions, it was but the way of one who 
knew not God. There might be a regula- 
rity free of ſcandal; ;* a form there might be 
of godlineſs : but ſince the principles of the 
heart were thus corrupted, nothing which 
proceeded out of it could do other than of- 
fend God. And what a load of gilt muſt 
you have oontracted; While you were thus 
trading and living in a tate of tin, all with- 
in and without 2874 continually ! Confider 
what an heavy charge God hath againft 
you for thoſe rebellious days of your life, 
when you were not ſerving Him, but fol- 
lowing your own luſts. 775 
From this general accuſation ſhould 1 
deſcend to- particulars; ſhould I charge you 
with the acts of ſin, which have been com- 
paſſed and contrived in your own Heart, 
without being brought forth into outward 


conduct; how would time and calculation 


fail, to bring before you the inceſſant act- 

ings of pride and impatience, of hatred 
and reſentment, of envy and malice; the 

_ceaſeleſs. contrivances for worldly honour 

and wealth; the projects which have paſſed 
through vour mind, for the enjoyments of 
pleaſure and luſt!! Ah, how would vou 
ſink under the condemnation, could you ſee 
only the fin which hath deen committed 
in your own heart, in deſire and purpoſe, 
but was s prevented 1 in the practice and exe- 
n cution! 
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eution! Might I herewith alſo draw into 
one view all . ſins of our life, ſuch as 
the beedlets diſcharge of the pecuHar duties 
of your ſtation, and the repeated omiſſions 
of them; the hour vainly ſquandered, and 
the talents ſacrilegiouſly miſapplied; the 
ſcandalous ſubmiffions and bowing the neck 
to human favour, and the irrecoverable 


opportunities you have loſt of glorifying 
God and benefiting your neighbour; in a 


word, the many leanings and approaches 
to groſſer acts of ſin, and the repeated com- 


miſſion of thoſe Fs themſelves of whatever. 


Kind, together with the aggravations attend- 
ing them ; their having been done againſt 


Knowledge and conſcience ; ſhould I be 


able to draw up this Charge and catalogue 
of actual ſins againſt you, confuſion muſt nee ds 


cover your face, and you would fee your 7 
"quities increaſed over your head, and Jour: 15 
ireſpaſſes grown up unto the heavens Skies" 


Let conſcience ſpeak z and how great 


with the can your fins be! But however 


multiplied and aggravated: your treſpaſſes 


are, place them all to the account of that 
undutiful and apoſtate ſpirit which poſſeſſed 


you, your own uſurping gi and pleaſure. 


This was the fountain that ſent forth all 
theſe bitter waters. This hath: been the 
foundation of all the other evil diſpoſitions 
| of your e and of the various acts of 


00 Ezra 6. 
| iniquity 
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iniquity which lie againſt you; even this 
forgetfulneſs of God as your Creator. It 
is this which hath overſct the end of crea- 
tion, diſhonoured God, provoking him to 
diſpleaſure, and placed man at a diſtance 
from his God and happineſs. And here 
you are but one of the many, but one 
among the whole race of men, all of whom 
have been found in the fame apoſtaſy you 
are charged with, For all are gone out of 
the way; all are become filthy, Wherefore 
they and you together, as making up a 
world lying in wickedneſs, have the greateſt 
need to weigh with an awakened attention 
the fad confequences of ſuch a revolt from 
and rebellion againſt the Majeſty of the Al- 8 
mighty. : 
And the conſequences thereof are bets 
three, juſt now hinted at. Hereby diſhonour 
is brought upon God's government: man 
is ſunk into a ſtate of unfitneſs for God and 
happineſs; and a ſentence of wrath is gone 
forth againſt the world. | 
The „t of theſe conſequences i is, that 
by the fin of mandiſhonour is brought upon 
God's dominion and government. God 
aid, Let us make man: it is my fove- 
«© reign/pleaſure that man ſhould be. Let 
* him live, and Iwill reign over him; let 
a him do my will; let him execute my 
« pleaſure : I will be known in this earth 
66 * which I have made,” Such was the gteat 
. and 
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and gracious deſign of the eternal God; 


ſuch the end of man's creation. But ſee 
now how little this deſign is anſwered'; 


yea confider if God be acknowledged as 


the great King over all the earth. Where is 


the hearty willing ſubmiſſion of his crea- 
tures? Where the delightful attendance 


upon his honourable ſervice ? It is nowhere 
to be found. To the diſgrace of his Ma- 


jeſty and glory, God hath utterly been de- 


prived of his dominion and rule ; 1s not 
avowed by the children of men as the 


wiſe and mighty Lord, as the kind and moft- 


affectionate parent. His ſovereignty is dif- 


allowed; man hath forſaken and forgotten 
him. All ſenſe of obligation to him hath 


ctaſed; all duty hath failed; all depen- 
dence. hath been rejected. God hath been 
left of us to his heavens and his angels, 
nor known upon earth to. be what he is. 
War, as it were, hath been declared againſt 


him; everywhere, and by every one of us 
he hath been robbed of his dominion, and 


man hath ſer up for the lord of the world. 
And what other diſhonour could we poſſibly 


have brought upon God, than by this apoſ- 
_ taiy ?- Proud man! then couldſt do no 
more than this againſt thy Maker; thou 


couldſt not think of ſetting up thy puny, 


arm againſt the ſtrength of the Almighty 3 
thou couldſt not hale bim out of his heas 
vens; but all which thy little inſolence 


could 
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could do, thou-haſt done. Thou haſt for- 
gotten him, deprived! him of his dominion 
over thee; thoù haſt cauſed him to be un- 
known in this earth, Which his hands have 
made; thou haſt ſtubbornly oppoſed thy- 
ſelf to his will. And what wouldſt thou 
do more to his diſhonour? It is not in thine 
hand to diſhonour him more. O, how muſt 
the faithful, holy. angels look upon ſuch a 
world as this'! What reſentments muſt 
they feel for the glory of their God ſo vile- 
ly trampled upon! Burning with a ſacred 
zeal for the injured dignity of their God, 
have they not been ready to cry out, Ariſe, 
O God, plead thine own cauſe, ſee hot fool- 
b man reproacheth thee daily.{q) ; ariſe, and 
tet thine enemies be ſcattered (r}? This is 
the firſt ſad conſequence of fin, the diſgrace 
it brings upon e, the ien of the 
world. r eee * 
The ſecond. event! of than's apoſtaſyiis, 
that hel is left in a ſtate of unfirneſs for 
_ God ande glory. Ia thy preſence is fulneſs of 
Joy, faid David (5). Doubtleſs there is fo, 
mot only in heaven, but even here; for Da- 
vid f ſpoke from experience; he found God's 
Javour to be liſe, his loVing-kindneſs ta be 
better\than' life itſelf. Buvithen neither in 
time nor eternity can there be a capacity 
For: this: Joys! ee eee of man be in 
tay Pal, Ixxiv. 22. 0 Pal, vin. x „ 
00 Mat. xvi. 11. 
. con 
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conformity with and ſuhjectieg to the will 
of God. Without this, chere can be no 
entering into the joy of the Lond. lean eafty 


ly conceive of the full joy of thoſe bleſſed 


angels, who always beholding the face of 
God, do his commandments, hearkening- unto 
the voice of his word. But if one malignant 
ſpirit were among them, who affected in- 
dependency, Whole will drew, in the leaſt 
degree, contrary to (God's pleaſure, {ure I 
am, he muſt be aftranger.ta_the joy of 
heaven. Nay, did any of them come ſhort 


of an entire, free, and full ſubmiſſion of 
ſpirit to God's will, in any the leaſt mea+ 
"Nu: ſuch muſt ſo far fail of taſting the 
pleaſures at God's right hand. Now, in this 


reſpect, there is no difference between 
angels and us. An obediential ſpirit, an 
unreſerved ſubmiſſian of ſoul to, God's. 
will, is the only qualification for Kappi- 
neſs in us, as well as in them. But you have 


ſeen how you have been without ſuch a 
frame of ſoui; and, if your are returning 
to your dutat, you cannot hut lament how- 


you ſtill fall ſhort of wy entire conformity 


of your will to; God's. Man's ſelfiſ will 

__ directs him to a f e far diſtant 

from God and happineſs. Vou have choſen 
your-pwn glory, and your own. pleaſure; 


have been iottnt on fee king human praise 


and bod] Y indulgence ; ; and have been pur- 


1 FR - (ſang 
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"I earthly things, whether the wealth, 
the opinion, or the honours of the world, 
tn order fo gratify your vanity and your 
luſt. Your will and choice hath been thus 
downward; directly contrary to that full 
and intire choice of God's ſervice and 
glory, which can only make you meet for 
bis preſence. But can theſe things, which 
the perverted will of man hath made its 
choice; can theſe preſent gratifications, 
which man hath ſet his heart upon, afford 
bim happineſs? Can the praiſe and ap- 
plauſe ot men, thoſe bubbles which a breath 
of air both ſwells and burſts; ; can the high- 
eſt- faſnioned elegancies of bodily indul- 
gence, can wealth and worldly honour, 
bring real and ſolid content to the ſou] ? 
Loet the daily complainings of the moſt 
proſperous; let the unſatisfiedneſs of thoſe 
who enjoy pleafure i in the largeſt ſhare; let 
the reſtleſſneſs of ſpirit within, while all 
is favourable without; let all this witneſs, 


that miſtaken man ſeeks bleſſedneſs where 15 


it cannot be found, Or ſay, you ſhould he 
happy as your heart can wiſh all the days 
of your lite; yet, when your ſun declines, 
and is ſet in che great ocean of death, what 
qualification would you have about you for 
the other and eternal world? Alas! a proud, 
_ earthly, carnal mind, is not meet for the 
coin pany, the fads; ; the lervices of hea- 
— | ene 


— 
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ven. Men may talk of the mercy of God, 
and conceit of being admitted to heaven, 


after all their careleflneſs and ſinful cour- 


ſes: but if heaven be the enjoyment! of 
God, and the bufineſs of it his ſervice, he 
_whoſe heart is its own maſter, and who af- 
fects not ſpiritual gratifications, would find 
the fight of God to be terrible, and his ſer- 

vice the moſt grievous flavery. | 
It is not therefore among the leaſt of this 
evil conſequences which fin hath brought 
after it, that it hath ſet you at variance 
with God. Pethaps you may be eaſy e- 
-nough for the preſent, and be now inſenh- 
ble to any hurt you. receive through the 
want of an obedience, love, and honour of 
_ Jo to your heavenly King. Your back- 
wardneſs to think of him, your liſtleſſneſs 
when you are near him, the unrulineſs of 
your way ward heart, utterly averſe to do or 
to bear his will; your intire affection to 


the world, your delight f in carnal pleaſures, 


your ſelf-efteem; all theſe inventions which 
you have ſought: out, may give you little 
pain in this your day upon earth. But 


When you ſhall, by and by, be forced a- 


gainſt your will inta eternity, then vou 
mall feel, to your coſt, what a ſore evil it is 
to be without the obedient ſpirit of a crea- 
ture, to be barren of all love towards God, 
and to be deſolate of all heavenly graces, and 
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ſo without all poſſibility: of happineſs for 


ever. This world paſſed, as a dream when: 
one ae, and the next altogether unfit. 


for you; what a diſconſolate ſoul muſt you 


be upon the moment of your ſeparation !; 
And upon both theſe bt ms fol- 


lows in the 


Third place, as this: event. of; man's! 


apoſtacy, that a ſentence of wrath is gone 


forth againſt the world. God is able to 


maintain his own cauſe: he is able fully to 


vindicate the wrong which the lawleſs. 


world hath done to his honour. He doth 
not affect a dominion which he wants 


power to manage. He fitterh over all from 


the beginning, and he remaineth a King for 


ever. Hell and deſtruction are before him. 
Nor can any ſtay his hand, or ſay unto him, 
hat doſt thou? And can we conceit, that 
God, jealous of his rights, who will not give. 


his glory to another, ſhall tamely ſubmir to 
ſo provoking an inſult as the univerſal 
rebellion of his creatures? Shall he not 
avenge himſelf upon us, and make it Known 
© from, one ſide of heaven lo the other, | by 
the exemplary juſtice he will do himſelf 


upon us, that he is God, and there is none 


elſe ? We have drawn a curtain over his 
glory, nor doth he yet make that his glory to 


appear; he ſuffers it to be hid a little ſpace; 


but he will magnificently glorify himſelf in 
the 
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the day of his vengeance, and all the earth 


ſhall know that God is the Lord. You may 


make light of fin, now that ye ſce not the 
hand of juſtice yet ſtretched ont; ye may 


take little account of the diſhonour ye'do 
unto God in the ſtrange forgetfulneſs of 


your ways: But hear what the God of 
truth ſanh, he who chapgeth not, and 


vhoſe words ſhall not fail : The Lord is flow” 
to anger, and great in power, and will not at 


all acquit the wicked {t): The ſoul that fin- 


nd th ſhall die (u) : And the wrath of God is 


revealed from heaven againſt all ungodlineſs 


_ andwnrighteouſueſs of men (x). Not to mul- 


tiply paſfages; throughout the goſpel re- 


velation the offers made us of mercy do 


ever ſuppoſe us to be in aloſt and undone 


ſtate by reaſop of fin, The eſtabliſhed ap- 
pointment and decree of God in heaven 


By the puniſhment of fin God will main- 


tain his glory, which the inſolence of fin 
| ſeems to have deprived him of till the re- 


compence of Vengeance make his mi & [y poWw- 
er to be known, Lay it to heart then, Who- 
ever you are; you have ſinned, provoking- 
ly rebelled againſt your Maker; and how 


fearful a thing is it to fall into the hands of 


the living God! Let me ſuggeſt to you the 
Nah. i. 3. (.) Ezek. xvili. 4. 

la Ron), r. 8. 0% Rom, Vi. 23. | | 

1 __ certainty 
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eertainty of that wrath, the eternity of that 
vengeance, the depth and horror of that 
Tophet,''the fury of that fire which the 
breath of the Lord kindles. © If ſin, like a 
devouring army, hath. already brought de- 
ſolation after it? if itt bath intailed the 
eurſe of God upon nature and upon our- 
ſelves; judge then what ſtore of vengeance 
is prepared: r it againſt that day, when it 
ſhall be fully rewarded.. Bur whatever that 
vengeance be, ſin hath made you all the 
children and heirs of it: this is the laſt 

conſequence of man's apoſtaſy ; it hath 
brought the curſe of God upon us. The 
great Governor of the wore With aot ler fin 


5 20 unpuniſbed. 


And now bar l, Wwe [a fo ry to theſe things! N. 

You cannot deny the accuſation. The whole 
world is guilty before God. You cannot diſ- 
pute the conſequences. You muſt own, 
that you have diſhonoured God's govern- 
ment, and ſet yourſelt at a deplorable diſ- 
tance from God and happineſs, and in- 
curred his avowed wrath, Sad ſtate of a 


| ſinful world! Methinks, in ſuch a view of 


ourſelves, every heart thould be ſtruck 


With an aw ful ſuſpence, with a ſacred dread 


about the iſſue. That trembling anxiety 
which ſeizes every breaſt, upon occaſion of 
ſome more ſolemn execution, when the 
hand i is now litred up to ſtrike the blow, 
LOMIA ould. 
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ſhould poſſeſs our ſonls.; And yet 1 have 
another conſideration to add, When we meet 
again, which muſt abundantly eontributeto 
increaſe our apprehenſion. But 1 ſhall diſ- 
miſs you for the preſent with this awaken- 
ing paſſage of ſeriptura, Which, as vou Will 
find in:the fixth chapter of Geneſis, uintro- 


duces God's denunciation of vengeance 


upon the firſt world. God ſato uhat the 
wickedneſs: of man d greg. in ae earth, 


and that every imagination of th thought 


his| heart wwas only evil cantinually. And:it 


repanted the Lord thatihe had mage man on 
_ the\earth, and it grievedi\ him at bis heart. 


And rbe Tord ſaid, will deſtroy : mau, whom 


T have created, from the face of the earth: 


The application is both eaſy, to, whe. e, 


and tormble;s 20) be thovght of. ALPS 

£3 1 bo 1:50! 11 

* K Tron 

N 291 

e . N 12 

Q 29 : f HF 1131 
4 1 PU, 29 15 

. 1. 5 1 eis 

F : . Te? 9 

e 99700 * { IL | 5 

tt! N rn ; Jy 


CI : 


for it 'repenteth me that I have made them. 


4 P 8. * —— FTP 
” — tf | hk —— 


* „ 
«v4 N 


SERMON II. 


The  Helpleſſneſs of Man. 
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And T looked, and there was none to Help; and 


4 wonaered that there was none to uphold.— 


TO ſooner had Adam finned, than he 
felt the terrible conlequences which 


fin ever brings with it. Reflect a moment 
upon the circumſtances he was in, when: 
now having tranſgreſſed the divine com- 
mandment, he heard the voice of the Lord 


God walking in the garden, Conſcience in 


alarm proclaimed his guilt, and prevented 


the accuſation, Thou haſt eaten of the fore. 
kidden fruit. The curſe founded in his ears, 
In the day that thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt. 
rely 44. God was at hand to inflict the 
vengeance. What ſhould the wre tch do 2 
bw dared. not ſtand the once-beloved coun- 

© Ek tenance 
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tenance of God. Nor did he reſſect, how | 


vain it was to think of flying from his 
- univerſal preſence. Foolſhly he bid him-! 
ſelf amongſt the trees, till the voice ot God 


commanded him forth. Sin inſtantly begets 
an abhorred ifſue in the ſoul, the confuſion 
of guilt, diſlike of God, and a dread of ven- 
geanee. Adam was afr aid, and hid himſelf. 
Our God is a conſuming fre (2) to ſinners. 
Sin cannot endure his Majeſty. Sin, diſno- 


nourable to God, and apprehenſive of his 


avenging arm, doth not like his preſence. 


Say thou, who haſt weighed the conſequen- 


ces of fin with any conſideration is it a light. 


thing that thou haſt diſhonoured God, 
and provoked his wrath upon thy head 5 
Canſt thou well bear to think of him, who, 


ſtrict in juſtice and almighty in power, is 
thy enemy and avenger? Art thou not ready 


to act over again the ſad folly of Adam, to 
hide thyſelf from God's preſence, to drown” 
the too terrible reflexion in care or plea- 

| ſure, till God call thee forth, and will be 
| attended to? Itis well if thou hearken to 
that voice, though the ſound of it be ter- 
rible to thy ſoul 5 

if in this thy day thou lay to heart the con- 


ell will it be with thee, 


ſequences of thine iniquities, while yet there 


is hope; if, though with trembling. and 
aſtoniſhment, thouart made to feel the ſtate 
| of a ſinners that moſt. deplorable Kate of. 


* Heb, Wi. 29. 
being | 
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being a rebel, alienated from all eſteem 
of God and fitneſs. for his glory, and an 
heir of vengeance and ejection, Then 

wirh an intereſting concern thou wilt enter 

with me into this farther inquiry, Whether 

thou canſt remove theſe conſequences from 9 

thee? whether thou canſt reſtore the ho- 
nour thou haſt taken' away from the Go- 
vernor of the world, bring back thy foul 
to a creature-hke dif poſition? without which 

thou muſt remain incapable of taſting ſpi- 
ritual happineſs, or averting God s ven- 
eance! : 
1 — muſt be allowed to tell you, you can · 
not. 5 | 
This was the feder point. i + 2086 

And, upon this particular, I ſhall with | 

to drive you to the diftreſs of Fonah's ma- 

riners; having raiſed a tempeſt about you, 

to leave you without any other hopes of 
ſafety, than by caſting forth into the ſea your 
ſelf-confidence. You may be apt to look 

fot ſecurity and falvation, and healing the 
breach that fin hath made between God 
and you, by labour and repentance, purely 
your o.]n. As the mariners did, you may 

be rowing hard to this land to ſave your- 

ſelves; unwilling to throw yourſelves upon 

y merey as otherwiſe loſt. But when you 

f hall not be able; ; when you ſhall find that 4 

- | you eatthot trüſt in any thing you can do; 

v either to glorify, God, to recover purity of 
BT 1” #2 5 heart, 
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heart, or to ſatisfy his juſtice; then with 


unwonted attention you thall confider that 
mighty Redeemer, who is come to reſtore 
the breach, and tenderly waits to hide and 
cheriſh you under the covering of his beats 


ing wings. 


1 ſay, therefore, that having been found 


guilty of fin before the Majeſty of God, 


thereby you have diſhonoured him; in ſuck 
a manner alienated yourſelf from God, 
that you are unfit for his preſence and glo- 
ry, and have entailed an eternal curſe upon 


you. But from theſe conſequences 109 


cannot reſcue yourſelf. 

I wouldengage you to obſerve the con- 
nection there is between theſe con ſequen- 
ces of ſin. It is notorious, that the rebellion 


of man's will and way te God as 5 


the Governor of the world. This rebellion | 


hath deſtroyed all capacity of happineſs in 


the creature. with the Creator, though in 
him only it is poſſible that a reaſonable be- 


Ing can be bleſſed; while the glory c of God, 
and the evil diſpoſitions of man's rebellious 
_ "nature, lead directly to a ſtate. of endleſs 


baniſhment from God's preſence, and of 


avowed. and moſt required puniſhment, 
Till God be glorified, till man be humbled, 

the ſeparation between the Creator and crea- 
ture remains; and the iſſue, on the one part 
and the other, muſt be man's ruin Fe: ever. 
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God remaining diſhonoured, and map rebel 
lious, the event is enmity and death. If 
therefore you would com poſe the difference 


Nn hath made between God and you, -you 
muſt render baek all the glory you have de- 


prived God of,—you muſt put on the diſ- 
fition of a creature,—you muſt ſatisfy the 


demands of infinite juſtice.” See now how 


a e you are to effect either of theſe! 
Nie, If you would remove the conſe- 
ne of fin from you, you muſt rendet 


back the glory to God you have deprived 


him of. I will ſuppoſe you ſenſible that, 
Dy your ſins and rebellion, you have diſho- 
noured God, your Maker and Governor, 
and that you are willing to do all in your 

ower to render back that glory to him. I 


will ſuppoſe you too, with the utmoſt pu- 


rity of heart and integrity of life, returned 


to your allegiance ; and that with ſuch a 
: fimphicity | in yourſelf, your conſtant earneſt 
_ endeavour is to promote God's glory in the 
world, by all the influence you have upon 
others. But now, even in this caſe, you 
will not advance a ſtep towards repairing 
rhe diſhonour which your paſt ſins have 


brought upon God. For what by ſuch a 


eonduct are you doing more than your 


duty? Or, was it not your duty to have 


been with God alway s, as I ſuppole you 


now to be? It is true, Dy fuch an humble 8 


10H) C3 de- 


* 
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demeanor you do not increaſe the debt of 
diſhonour you are charged with : but then 
neither do you leſſen it. Doing now as you 


ought, you leave the ſtate of your former 
fins juſt as they were; nor can you hereby 


remove one jot of that diſgrace which they 


have brought upon God's government.— 
Should ſubjects, who bad violently dethron- 


ed their king, afterwards upon better con- 
icience ſet him up again ;. will any man ſay 
that ſuch a monarch hath ſuffered no diſ- 


grace, or that his reſtoration made him 
ample amends? No, he ſhould not be im- 
pleaded of injuſtice, however he might be 


of want of clemency, ſhould he exerciſe 
his reſtored power in the puniſhment of ſuch 


rebels. Preſent obedience then, however 

perfect, would in nowiſe heal the breaches 
which old rebellions have made upon God's | 
| Slory. But farther : 


Having been undutiful hour eh, have you 


not allo been the occaſion of diſnonouring 
God in the perſons of others? Your . 
example, vain converſation, light and ne- 


gligent carriage, have they not hurt the 


glory of God by the diſcountenance they 
Have pur upon religion, and the encourage- 


ment they have given to vice? Now who. 
or where are they to whom you have 
been a ſnare in the days of your wantan 


forgetfulneſs N your Maker? Alas f you 


5 know 
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know them not. They are even all that 


ever were acquainted with or ſaw you: at 
home, abroad, in all companies, you were 
ignorantly patronizing the cauſe of rebel- 
lion. At bett, you can but recollect a fen 
upon whom you have done the majeſty of 
God fignal diſgrace. Go then, bring :heſe 
back; deſperate project! Some ot them 
are nowhere to be found; ſome in diſtant 
parts of the earth; and others departed, 
dead it may be in their ſins, having left 
behind them a race of evi{-doers: and ini- 
quity, for an inheritance to childrens chil- 
_ dren. Thou canſt not but tremble at the 
thought. But at leaſt recover thoſe to God 
who are ſtill alive and 20 thee, Intreat 
them by the glory of their God and 
thine, by the eternal worth of their ſouls 
and thy own : try upon them all the force 
of argument and tears. Alas ! ſome would 
mock, ſome would deſpiſe, and ſome 
would: diſſemble with thee : It would be 
no imall Soc ſhouldſt thou gain ſo 
much as one. 

Or conſider yet again. FT ham watt a Har 
ing infection; thine acquaintance caught fin 
of- thee, and they conveyed it to others. 
Say, how far will the N even yet 
reach? When will it ſtop? Or what mea- 
ſures wilt thou take to prevent the conta- 
ou: from Soing ſtill farther? The re- 
„ flexion | 
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flexion is enovgh to make every heart fail, 
while he thus evidently ſees the irre arable 
diſhonour he hath brought upon God. 
Speak now, what hope haſt thou of do- 
ing God right? Wilt thou venture thy ſoul 
upon it, that thou haft made no breach 
upon the glory of God which thou haſt 
not, or canſt not ſufficiently reſtore? Wilt 
thou be bold to reſt the cauſe of thy eter- 
nal acceptance with God upon this plea'? 
_ I will anſwer for thee, that thou dareſt not 
meet the righteous God in judgment upon 
ſo lame a confidence. Already thou art 
crying for mercy ; he Lord pardon thy ſer- 
want in this thing! But how would thy cry 
be increaſed, couldſt thou ſee the diſho- 
nour which fin does to the Majeſty of hea- 
ven, as thou wilt affuredly ſee it when 
thou ſhalt ſtand with the aſſembled world 
before the Judge of quick and dead! When 
thou ſhalt behold God magnificently glo- 
rifying himſelf upon ſinful men and devils, 
for the diſhonour they have done him. 
Couldſt thou know the hurt which thy fins 
have brought upon the glory of God, as 
thou ſhalt then know it, how would thy 
oed ſoul cry out for mercy! 
Putting the matter now upon the moſt. 
favourable footing ; ſuppoſing you abſolutes 


ly and moſt intirely returned to your alle. 


Hamer, you fee how it muſt fare with you 
for 
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for the diſhonour you have done God! how 


incapable you would be of rendering back. 
the glory you had deprived him of! 
But can I make ſuch, a ſuppoſition, c con- 
ecrning you? Can l addreſs you, as a per- 
ſon returned to God, as one framed again 
to the temper of a creature? I know not any 
power you have in yourſelf to become 
thus: 1 know your utter deteſtation of aa 
avgrhon to it, This ads to W N 


The ſecond thi ng which. you 88 to get 
over, im order to your ſettling the difference 
Which ſin heath made between God and you: 
you muſt put on the: diſpoftion of a crea- 
ture; and this you-cannof... Now, having 
gained this point with. vou already, that fin 
hath deſtroyed the image of God in your 
ſou}, by what was advanced in the former 
diſcourle, I ſhall ipeak to ,you-as 2 perſon 


conyineed. that be is ſet up for himſelf, and 
is at enmity with. God, as to one who hath: = 
found, that he likes mot to retain God in his 


knowledge, being turned away from him toy 
earthly and carnal things in all theatiections- 
and ,choice-,of, his, foul, and who. conſe» 
quently is aſfured of his intire incapacity 
to enjoy 1 Pixitual and eternal happineſs, till 


this ſinful lau iii his nienibets be routed, out. 
and he be brought back to a perfect purity 


by heart, Mt fpuat bhi a wee 
RO. WW { bo | al Mot . 
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I ſuppoſe you know all this: but you 
muſt be told that you had never been ack 
quainted with. it, had not God declared it 
to y. Now that you have been informed 
of che nature of God and. happineſs, and 
have been made to ſee the waſte which ſin 
. Hath made upon your ſoul, you ean diſco- 
vier the conſiſtency of this reaſoning, and 
dhe need you have of being aden in the 
_ fpirit of your mind. But had you beers left 
: to yourſelf, you had perhaps never thought 
| of ir; would not once have ſufpeced the 
| ill ſtate you find yourſelt to be in; poſſibly 
| Vould have known nothing of God at all, 
vo not ſo much as that there is any ſuch 
Being; or at beſt, have fat down with very 
confuſed notions of his perfections. And 1 
leave yourſelf to determine, how in ſuch 
circumſtances you muſt have remained al- 
together excluded from all poſſibility of 
recovering the ſpirit of a creature. You are 
_ _Mdebted therefore to a foreign help, even 
for this knowledge of God, yourſelf, -and | 
ths nature of a reaſonable happineſs. 
+ However, ſuppoſing you well informed 
39h your condition, and of the need yqu lie 
under to frame your heart again to the 
tem per of a creature anda dependent; how 
will you effect this change upon yourſelf? 
_ The word of God is plainly againſt you 
in this matter: © You cannot turn and 
* prepare yourſelf by your awn natural 
W « firength 
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ec firength (a).” Hear what it ſays: The 


Peſh is weak (b) : the fleſh lufteth againſt the 

ſpirit (r): the carnal mind is enmity againſt 

Goa, and is not ſubject to the law of God, 

neither indeed can be (q) + and they that are 
in the fleſh, cannot pleafe God. So far from 

any ſuch power of turning to God, that zoe 
are not ſufficient of ourſetves to think any thing 
as of ourſelves (e); and that, becauſe the 
imaginations of man's thonghts are only evil 
continually (H). And what, will you imagine 
that you are able to ſubdue the power 
which fin hath in your foul, and to ꝓut on 
a purity of heart which will make you every 
way fit 20 ſee God, when he tells you ſo ex- 


preſly, that you are inſufficient to the very 
leaſt part of it, ſo much as to deſire £ or even 


think of it? 
Or if God's 1 30 not convince 


you, at leaſt let your own obſervation per- 
ſuade you. Have you ever known or heard 
of {o much as one in all ages, that was re- 
turned to his duty with a complete victory 
over his evil difpofitions warring within 


him? Hath there been one ſuch righteous 


perſon? in the whole world ſo much as 
oe? Where is that man that liveth and ſin- 
neth not (g Juſt the contrary ;. ſin hath 


been ever the Ne ot the Sood, and 


f ta); Article r Matth. xxvi. 8 (0) Gab. 
v. 17. (4) Rom. Ville 7. (e) 2 Cor.! b 
(J) Gen. vi. 5. Q Eecleſ. B. 200%%/% %ñ 
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the practice of the bad. And have there 
been none, think you, at all times? do you 
not verily judge there are many, in the reach 
of your knowledge, who would be rid of 
ſin, and put on the diſpoſition of creatures, 
11 they could? But none have been able. 
Or finally, If you will obſtinately con- 
tend that you are able; that you can at your 
_ pleaſure extirpate the pride, worldlineſs, 
and luſt that now dwell in you, leaving not 
any traces of them in your heart ; that you 
can raiſe your foul to a perfect ſpiritual 
purity, and ſtand in God's fight clean and 
| holy as the angels of bis preience : if you 
will needs cheriſh this fond opinion of your 


ſufficiency, try your ſtrength, you have no | 


other concern which equals the moment of 
this to you, to have a neo heart and a right 
Jpir it. Go, rout out of your ſoul the luſt- 
ing you find there after indulgence and 
eaſe, that you may be no more affaulted 
with vicious thoughts: rid yourſelf of all 
worldly reſpects that at pre ſent ſway ou; 
even of all the undue regard your heart 
Pays to intereſt and honour, to mens opi- 
nion and favour. Lake down the pride 
and deſire of felf-pleaſing, which have poſ- 
ſeffed themſelves of you, giving direction 
to all your conduct; and together with 
them, baniſh for ever the troop of their 
attendants, unbelief, wilfulneſs, impati- 
ence, mUur_orngs averſion towards God; 
boaſting, 5 
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boaſting, malice, envy, hatred, havghti- 
neſs, ſtubbornneſs, anger, reſentment, 
peeviſhneſs towards men. Let neither pride, 
nor any of theſe its ugly iſſue and odious 


train, evermore appear in your mind:  and- 


then put on love of God in all your heart, 
and of man; even as of yourſelf. To men- 
tion no more, eſſay yourſtrength upon theſes, 


experience will ſoon tell you, if the very, 


ſight of your difficult undertaking hath: 


not prevailed, that you are not ſufficient for. 


theſe things. By and by you will join the, 


univerſal cry of nian impotent to good : 


miſerable cr eature that [ am! 70 60 aal de- 
liver me? 


Thus you may be py ASE that you are 
unable to frame your heart again to the 
temper of a creature. And yet, if this be 
not done, you muſt remain unfit for God, 


and incapable of happineſs. Miſerable 


creature indeed! ſorely beſet with evils ] a 
 diſhonourer of God, and incapable of ren, 
dering back his injured glory! an alien 


from him, in hoſe preſence is life, through 


the defilement of thy ſoul ; and yet unable 
to recover that purity which can alone 
make thee meet for his preſence, were he 
diſpoſed to remit to thee all the demands 
which his forfeited honour hath upon thee! 
Miſerable man! What wili.the end of theſe 
things be ? I ſcarce know how. to age. 


T ratte thy miſery any more. W hat wo 
5 | · 
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the end of theſe things be? Thou, diſho- 

nourer of God, thou ſlave of ſin, how wilt 
thou eſcape the zorath fo come? How avert 
that puniſhment. which the glory of the 
heavenly Majeſty is concerned to inflict; 
and for which the perverſe wickedneſs of 
thy heart hath made thee” fit? Both the 
one and the other, the diſhonour thou haſt 
done to God, and the unfitneſs of thy ſoul 

for his preſence, alarm thee with apprehen- 
ſions of an everlaſting condition of miſery, 


under the divine diſpleaſure. And now 

Hiorefare. 1 add, . 5 
Thirdly, If vou will heal the breach mas 
by your fins between God and you, you 
muſt ſatisfy the demands of his infinite 
juſtice: but this you cannot any other way 
than by enduring his vengeance. You 
know how expreſs and abſolute God's juſ- 
tice is; it claims the Jaft mite, either in 
obedience or puniſhment. Cy; "fed be be 
that confirmeth not all the words of this liz 
to do them (h). The irreverfible decree of 
God through the univerſe is, zhe wages of 
fin is death. In conſequence of this immove- 
able purpoſe of the Almighty, angels have 


been caſt down to hell, and delivered into 


chains of aarkueſs, to be reſerved unto judge 
ment (i). Sinners and authors of ſin as they 
a they are unable now for ever to render 


(5) Deut. xxvii. 26. (i) 2 Pet. li. 4. Jude 6. 5 
| back 
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back to God the glory they have deſpoiled 
him of, ever unable to regain the angelic 
purity of nature they have forfeited; they 
remain for ever the objects of vengeance, 


and are ſet forth for an example of juſtice. 
And tell me, my brother, thou and J have 


ftricken hands with ſin, wherewithal thall we 
ſatisfy juſtice, and avert the puniſhment due 
to ourtranſgreſſions? Me have ſinned, we have 
done wickedly, and we cannot undo what we 
have done: Our fins that we have committed 
ſtand faſt for ever, and for ever are the ob- 
jects of that infinite juſtice and wrath, which 
doth not let fin go unpuniſhed. We cannot 
avoid juſtice, becauſe we cannot recal our 
days, and undo the fin that we have done. 


What thinkeſt thou? didſt thou not forget 


God, and ſet up to pleaſe thyſelf? This thou 
 owneſt. But may not what 1s noo ſaid of 
thee be equally alleged againſt thee ten 
thouſand ages hence, that thou didſt fin 


_ againſt God by this very forgetfulneſs and 


apoſtaſy from him? That God created the 
heavens and the earth, is as true now, and 
will be ſo eternally, as it was on that glo- 


rious moment when God ſpake the word, and 
they were made; when he commanded and they 
ere created. Juſt ſo of thy fins : now and 


eternally they lie againſt. thee, and ever- 


more call for juſtice and vengeance. One 


of theſe two things remains, either to undo 
Y what 


40 The Helpleſſueſs of Man. - Serm. 2. 


what thou haſt done, or to fall under the 
hand of juflice. And ſince thou canſt not 
attempt the one, be aſſured the other waits. 
for the. 

Nay, but for any thing: thou canſt do to 


the contrary, thou wilt always continue ſin- 
ful, and therefore not for thy paſt only, 
but for thy preſent iniquity, thou muſt 


be for ever the immediate object of juſtice 
and wrath. . The finfalneſs of Satan, this 
moment, as much challengeth the juſtice 
and indignation of God, as did his firſt war 
in heaven, when his place ewas not found any 
more there; and as long as he remains the 
evil ſpirit he. is, which he will de for ever, 


the like continuation of juſtice. and diſplea- 


ſure ſhall light upon him, as a pr ent, as 
well as an old apoſtate. 

See now the iflue of the whole. God! 18 
ready to do himſelf juftice upon you, and 


to vindicate his glory in your eternal pu- 
niſhment.  W bile you alſo, how and eter- 


nally unable to quit your ſinfulnefs, eter- 
nally are unfit. for his. prefence and eter- 


nally remain the object of bis imunediats 
Juſtice and Vengeance. 5 


} 
Say then, vain man, where are now thy 


hopes ; > What is become of that confden: 
boaſting ? Which way canſt thou ſaye* thy 
elf? For ought thou canſt do, thou haſt 

no other e but ons ment and fiery 


ne 


23 
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indignation. Would thou wert well 
aware of this thy deplorible, helpleſs ſtate ! 
Then I ſhould bring to thee glad tidings in- 


deed, in the offers of mercy obtained for 


and propoſed to thee in Jeſus Chrilt, our 
only Lord and Saviour. 


And truly, as we are never fo near glory 


and immortality as when we are ſtruggling 


with death, and ſorely beſet in the dark 


and melancholy paſſage of a departing hour, 


ſo it is an awful and importunate concern 
about the conſequences of ſin, which leads 
Aa man to the gate of mercy. And you 
may be ſure you are never ſo near ſalvation 
as when, through the grace of God, finding 
yourſelf loſt and undone, you are well dif 
_ poſed to throw yourſelf upon mercy. 

1 muſt intreat, therefore, if you will be 
profited by the meflage of peace I have 
next to offer, that you will be at pains with 
yourſelf upon all the former particulars. In- 
quire into the reality f yqur ſinfulneſs; 


and weigh attentively the canſequences of 


fin; and caſt in your mind how unable you 


are to reſcue yourſelf out of them. All this 
let conſcience and reaſon ſpeak : for I truſt 
vou have heard nothing which 1s not as con- 


fHiſtent-with reaſon as it is with ſcripture. 
And now, from all which hath been ad- 
vanced, J will draw this one concluſion (and 


E wy Four feel a * 2 e of its truth 
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and importance) namely, that Sin is your 
« greateſt enemy.” The conſideration of 
which, poſſibly may help you to greater ſeri- 
ouſneſs in the inquiry I am recommending. 
For whilſt I remark thele three points as evi- 
dently riſing out of the ſubject, that fin (by 
which I would principally be underſtood to 
mean-man's erecting his will for his guide, 
inſtead of God's ſovereign pleaſure, this be- 
ing truly the root of all other ſin, and that 
which carries the higheſt meaſure of guilt 
in it) diſhonours God, as the excellent Go- 
vergor of the world, — defiles the foul of 
man,—and brings mifery with and after it; 
I ſhall hope that you will be led more 
ſolemnly to conſider the conſequences of 
fin, and the concern you have in them 
and alſo that you are grown diſpleaſed and 
tired with it, and heartily willing to be rid 
of ſuch a monſter and enemy. 
Sin is your greateſt enemy. . 
I. Sin diſhonours God as the Governor 
of the world. We ſpeak not of the glory 
which God hath in Bimſelf; of that eſſen- 
tial honour which he poſſeſſes as a moſt 
mighty, all - perfect, eternal, and inde- 
pendent Being; but we ſpeak of the ma- 


1 ui feſtation of this glory, through the ſub- 


miſſion of his creatures. When God is 
obeyed, and his will meets with no op- 
poſition or backwardneſs in the foul, but 
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the creature flies with joy to execute the 
Almighty command, Knowing no other 


deſire, nor wiſhing any other happineſs than 
this ſervice of the Moſt High; when a race 


of beings, w hom God hath made, do thus 
wait upon his ſovereign will with one uni- 
verſal, uninterrupted readineſs of obedi- 
ence, then God is known among them to 
be what he is; then the Creator is glorified, 

and the creature is bleſſed. But when fin 
comes in, this beautiful and lovely order is 
diſturbed. The things formed forget their 
ſtation; will not, do not any more obey: 


they 1light their Maker, and paſs on with | 
an inſolent diſregard of the divine will, to 


act as they pleaſe; and God in the mean 
time loſes his dominion : the glory which 


ſhould: accrue to him from the obedience 


of his works is gone; and inſtead of one 
Univerſal Monarch, as many as there are 


of creatures, ſo many ſelf-worſhipping idols 


are ſet up in his place. Then coafuton fol- 


lows, and every evil work, Every one mak- 
ing his own will his God, will bear no con- 


troul. And while from hence envyings and 


reſentments, and hatred and violence grow | 


and ſpread, the honour of God is deeply 
ad and his government ſuffers da- 
mage, even to delolation. In fuch circum- 
ſtances the glory of God is like the ſun in 
the OR + : it ſhines indeed with its proper 


„ and 
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t then it is not 


from it. Though God ruleth the earth; 
his dominion 18 covered and unſeen; 
thro' the darkneſs which fin hath brought 
upon it. And how horrid is it, that 


the creature, the ſubject, the 3 
* ſhould thus rob God of his glo- 


That the Maker ſhould be rejected 
55 downed by thoſe very works which 
Bis bends have made, and which he fails not 


to preferve and bleſs ! Great God! thou 
ſeeſt it; daily h br holdeſt this ungodlineſs, 
and confidereſt the wr 'ong we are doing t6 


thine awful Majeſty : thou ſeeſt thyſelf 


___ MNighred, thy dread command unmötgeedk and 
diſobeyed, thy glorious name forgotten. — 


Almighty King we are aſhamed, yea even 
diſtreffed, for the dif grace which 1s brought 


upon thy glory. The remembrance of our 
krebellions pains us. O when ſhall we be 


rid of this fin, the enemy that PLD: done rus 


7015 difhorony 1 n 


2. Sin defiles the ſoul of man. Was not 
the ſtare of innocence and purity moſt de- 


Firable? Was not the ſoul of man a lovely 
5 being when it was ſtored with thoſe tem- 


rs, which can alone endear it to its Cre. 


ator? While Humility, wirhout the leaſt 
motion of pride; Truſt, void of all fear; | 
bediente, without” the: moſt ſectet n 


was 


avs. muring 
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muring; Love, entire and unalloyed; while 
Halinels, Righteouſneſs, Truth, and Good- 
neſs; while, qe ont and Peace, all of 
them dwelt chere together; while the ſoul 
of man was thus divinely arrayed, was it 
not lovely? Were we not all plorious with- | 
in! But fin hath effaced it all, ſcarcely left 1 
any «ins of fo glorious a fabric. Sin hath | 
propagated its ugly breed upon us; hath 1 
made us proud and unbelieving, diſobe- 
dient and unloving; hath ſtamꝑed upon us 
the 1 image of the prince of darkneſs ; hath 
drawn upon our ſouls too near a reſem- 
blance of his envy and hatred, his bitter- 
neſs, malice, and revenge ; hath turned us 
after earthly pleaſures and brutal! joy, with 
the whole bent of our inclinations. Sin 1 
hath done us this irreparable hurt; hath 1 
ruined what we were, and made us, what We: 
are, earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh, averſe from 1 
God, unfit for Him and happineſs ; all that [| 
is within us, ſince ſin entered, proclaims 
the melancholy truth. Our ſouls were as 
the garden of lden before it: and lo, it hath 
leſt us à deſolate wilderneſs, And what, 
ſhall we ſtand upon any terms of friendſhip — 
a ſuch an enemy? Though. it Wok 
5 „and flatter, and ſmile. 7 Us, 5 
aud Sou: betray us with kifſes.; ; r 
not hate the, traitor, apd. hold it off with 
abhorrence, as the very bane of gur 80 , 
3+ in ; 
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Sin brings miſery with and after it. 
You have heard how God threàtens; you 
_ feel, if you will, how he now puniſhes 
Conſider, J pray you, if fin hath not 
curſed the ground under us, and turned the 
heavens one while into brafs, and another 
into a deluge over our heads; if it hath 
not armed the ſky with thunder, and the 


bowels of the earth with convulſions: if it 


hath not murdered all joy, and chaced 


happineſs out of the world; if it hath 
not brought on us vexation and ſickneſs, 
croſſes and cares, making us very ſlaves to 


keep ourſelves alive, and then conſigning 


this lordly body of ours to the worms and 
duſt. I ſpeak not of unknown things: I 
ſpeak what we feel and ſtruggle with, till 
wie can hold life no longer, and depart to 
the place appointed for all living (. But 


after death comes the miſery indeed, known 
now only in apprehenfion, but fo felt even 


in the expettation, as to make all preſent 


woe of no account, when compared with 


it. Launch your thoughts into eternal mi- 
ſery; and you ſhall think of man's momen- 
a wretchedneſs with that littleneſs of 

apprehenſion wherewith a perſon ſailing 
upon the vaſt ocean reflects upon the river, 

which appeared great while he was paſſing 
out of it it. ny what is there TE can be 


e Job XXX. 1 len eine 
called 
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2 which you do not ſee before 
ternal iſtue and wages of fin * 


called miſer 
you, as th 


To think of the body's dwelling in flames! 


Should you be invited by ſtrange curioſity 
ta ſee a criminal hurnt at a ſtake, your ſoul. 
would be moved within you, though a few 


minutes would put an end to his tortures. 


But ſhould you ſee him burning, and not 
yet dead, after a whole day: and ſhould 
that day be lengthened to a week, a month, 
a year, to a thouſand ages, to for ever! 
Intolerable even to think of it! how then 
to behold it! hut how moſt intolerable to 
ſuffer it! Yet this is but the Hay, Preys 
the leſſer half, of man's eternal miſery ! — 
For think of the fufferings of the ſoul ; 
_ conſummate in all wickedneſs to the fulleſt 


meaſure, deſperately hating God, and yet. 


lying inſtantly under the frowns of his ir- 


reconcileably enraged Majeſty ; how ſhall 


_ conſcience ſting it, rage gnaw it, and re- 


venge conſume it! How ſhall hopeleſs 


grief, impotent malice, and utter deſpair, 


| Þurſt forth into ſtrange complainings, diſ- 


treſſing groans, woful curſes, and blaſphe- 


mous execrations, the language of hell; 


making the voice of the damned terne; 


and filling their dark chambers with hor- 
ror! And all this with tormenting devils, - 
the outcaſts of heaven, wreaking their in- 


arable malice upon chem O what a ſo- 


ciery, 
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ciety, place, puniſhment, is here! And yet, 
all this tbe wages of ſin ! See then what an 
enemy this ſin is to us here and for ever! 
To conclude : I ſhall hope that ſuch res 
flexions, upon the diſhonour fin doth to 
God, upon the defilement it brings upon 
the ſoul, and the-miſery which comes with 
and after it, may, by the divine grace, en- 
gage your heart to ſome diſlike of it: fo 
that while you areſearching after theſe moſt 
important concerns (the reality of your fins, 
their awful conſequences, and your inſuffici- 
ency to ſuccour yourſelf ) you may be diſ- 
engaged from that bias, which the conve- 
nience of fin and (clt-flattery are too apt to 
give to the ſoul; and in the iſſue, may 
find yourſelf as earneſt to be rid of fin as 
from the deplorable events it hath. pro- 
duced. Thus diſpoſed, you will be ready 
to hear the good news of ſalvation, in the 
Redeemer's ability and willingneſs to help 
you; and will diſcover a becoming for- 
wardneſs in laying hold of his moſt gra- 
cious offers. May God both prevent and 
aſſiſt you herein, for the ſake. of the ns 
Je eſus Chi, our Lars and Laviaus! F 
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Therefore mine own arm 2 85 ſalvation 


unto me — * 


declared the appearance of our Re- 


Gerner; their ſong was, Glory to God in the 


higheſt, and on earth peace, good-will towards 


= ). But what ſongs are thoſe which 


ſend forth upon the remembrance of 


5 — glorious manifeſtation? What ſuitable 
rejoicing do we ſhew at this ſeaſon ? Is the 
voice heard among us of thoſe who rejoice 


for hell ſhut and heaven opened, for peacc 
and glory promulged to a loſt world ? 
The days now before us were feparated by 


"ſp piety of our anceſtors for holy Joy 3 1 


* The ſubſtance of this ſermon was n preached the 


8 * be fore Chriſtmas-day. l 
=O Luke ii * 1 | . 1 | 
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HEN a numerous hoſt of angels 
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were 
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were ſeparated, that, wich humble thankful 
hearts, we might give ourſelves up to mu- 
tual congratnlation, to {peak one to another 
of the great things which the Redeemer 
hath done. But to think how the approach- 
ing holy-days will be ſpent in this land; 

how the body of this people, as it were, fit 

looſe and caſting off all reſtraint, are going 
with a determined reſoluteneſs into all man- 
ner of debauchery, and riot, as if a licence 


do fin upon this occaſion had been iffued | 


from heaven; how doth it pierce every 


faithful heart with ſorrow, and cover the 


loyal countenance with ſadneſs! My bre- 
thren, what little ſpot will be undefiled ? 


What corner of the land where God will not 
be peculiarly diſhonoured, Chriſt trampled | 


upon with a more than double portion of 
inſolence, and vice wallow in mad lawleſſ- 
_ neſs? Horrid expectation ! But ſhall not 
we elcape? Shall I not hope that this ſea- 
ſonable word will check the ſallies of in- 


temperate mirth among yon, and direct 


your joy into a better channel than that of 
drunken carouſals and abuſed feaſts? Vour 
hearts muſt be hard and ſavage, if what 
you have heard already, and what is now to 
be advanced, do not gain fo much as this 
with you, to be ſober and conſiderate a few 
days. But to come nearer to the ſubject: 
"wn have thus far prevailed”; if conſcience. 
Pronounces 


| verme'$- — Cbri G1 


pronounces you guilty; and, from a deli- 
berate attention to the conſequences of ſin, 
vengeance diſmays you, as a diſhonourer of 
God's univerſal government, and as defiled 
and unfit for his preſence; if you have found 
that no other way remains on your part to 
glorify God, than by the eternal ſuffering of 
his juſt indignation, and alſo that yourrebel- 
lious ſpirit hath taken to it ſuch, black and 
malignant diſpoſitions, as when filled to the 
full meaſure (which they would neceſſarily 
grow up to, for any inclination, or power 
you have to reſtrain them) would leave you 
only a meet companion for the accurſed 
_ outcaſts of heaven: if, with a fair inquiry, 
being juſt to your eternal intereſts, you have 
weighed what hath been before ſaid, and are 
wondering at the immenſity of * which 
fin hath introduced, ſurprized too with the 
_ conviction of your own helpleſineſs ; my 
doctrine ſhall drop upon you as the rain on a 
| parched ground, ny ſpeech ſpall diſtil as the 
ew, as the ſmall rain upon the tender herb, 
and as the ſhowers upon the graſs, when 1 
publiſh the name of the Lord, the rock of ſal- 
vation, whole: work 7s perfect (m). Upon a 
ſuppoſed conviction, now wrought in you, 
of your ſinfutneſs, of the conſequences of 
fin, and of your utter ati to remove 
them, I Pires to the 
( Deut. Ai. 2. 
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Third general propoſition -: 

Chriſt is able to ſuccour you, having taken 
away all theſe fearful circumſtances which 
z were ſeen lo be the event of fin: and, withal, 
he is willing 10 do ſo. 

Firſt, He is able to ſuccour you ; for * 
bath fully vindicated and reſtored God's 
end glory. 

| Secondly, He hath obtained power to re- 
new the hearts of men to cheir original 
purity. 

7. irdh, He hath bead the demands 
of divine Juſtice ; and all this by his er 
dience, even unto death. 

Firſt, But you are rome to ſay, Who is 

he chat is {«fficient for theſe things? Who 


is the perſon ſo dignified, as by his ſingle 


might to ſer out the glory of God upon earth 
in its native grandeur and ſplendor? By his 

own meritorious doings to bring all that 

| honour to the divine government, which it 
__ would have received from the univerſal 
- obedience, loyalty, and ſubmiſſion of the 
whole race of mankind? What is his rank 
that he ſhould have power to prevail with 
God to return, and, creating anew the ſouls 
of men, again to communicate himſelf to 


them? Who is that wondrdus one that 


could undergo the vengeance and the pu- 

niſhment which the fins of men deſerved, 

and Py ſatisfy the ſtrict demands of 
TAIT jullice? 
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juſtice? Who is he, thus mighty to ſave ? 
Suffer me, ye higheſt angels and arch- 
angels, ye cherubim and ſeraphim; ye can 
only be his attendants. Your kindeſt en- 
dea vours had left us without 85 270 You 


preſume only to ſtand at a diſtance and 


adore the counſels of divine wiſdom, while 


admiration overſpreads you, and your ſpi- 
rits cry with ſolemn ſentiment, © How 
«© deep thy knowledge and wiſaom, O God! 
* how unfearchable thy judgments! how 
% Daft finding out thy days!? 

The Son of God was manifeſted, that he 
might deſtroy the works of the devil{n) ; that 
13, to reſtore that original ſtate which fin 


had overturned ; to effect a reconcaliation 


between the Creator and the_ creature, 
| wherein the Majeſty and juſtice of God 
ſhould remain unhurt, and man, brought to 
obedience and {ubrniſfion, ſhould live. God 


das manifeſt in ih fleſh 00 upon this im- : 


portant reconciliation. Te Mord, which 
wwas in the beginning with God, and was God, 


by whom all 1hings were made, and without 


whom as not any thing made that was made, 
as made fleſh, and dwelt among us (p). In 
that fleſh which he had aflumed, now God 


and man myſteriouſly united, he was amply. 
 _— to reſtore that glory to God upon 


(n) 1 1 John 11. * 5 (0) 1 Tim. ili. . 16. 
@) Tolin'i, I, at a oh, 


3 1 _ earth, 
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carth, which fin had fpoiled him of; to 
quicken the fouls of men funk ihder the 
dominion of fin, and to bear the utmoſt 


inflictions of juſtice. And to theſe ends, 


in that fieſh he ſuffered death upon the 
croſs. ; 

Conſider FM not now as a man merely 
of your own nature ; but as a man of the 
ſame nature with you, united to the Deity. 
The man thus dignified, free from all ſpot of 
1 in, gave himſelf a willing victim to che di- 
vine glory, was made a ppedtacle to angels 


ond men, was lifted up to ſhame; and re- 


ſigned his breath upon a tree: and this 


with every circumſtance of reproach, which | 
could poſſibly make ſin appear infamous, 


and put it to ſhame. And what infamy or 
ſhame ſhould fin be brought to in the Sap 


of the world, equal with the facrificing of 
the only innocent man that was ever born, 
and this man alſo avowed to be rhe Son of 


God wherever his name ſhould be heard, 
and that by a death moſt vile and flave- like? 


Surely herein fin ſuffered diſgrace indeed; 
and © the glory of God's government was 
fully vindicated.” As in human conſti- 
tutions, when ſhaken by the inſolence of 
_ rebellion, the execution of ſome vo gen 
rebel recovers the majeſty and firmneſs. of 
government, and makes rebellion ſhrink 
| in the utmoſt corners of the land, ſo much 
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more in the offering up of Chrift upon the 
croſs, the honour of God's government is 
re- eſtablihed; and by reaſon of the inno- 
cence and dignity of the ſacrifice, all the 
diſgrace which man's fin and rebellion 
| Had brought upon it is wiped away. Poſ- 
| fibly the evidence of this may not be lo 
ſtriking but to enlightened and humbled. 
minds at preſent : however, when the day 
of recompence iball be revealed, and ever) 
che ſhall. ſee the once- deſpiſed Jeſus decked 
with majeſty, and adorned wich reſplend- 
ent glory, ſitting upon his throne to deter- 
mine the everlaſting condition of men, it 
will be impoſſible to queſtion that, by the 
death of ſuch a one, glory hath been given 
to God in the big heft. 5 
Secondly, He hath obtained power 0 re- 
new the hearts of men to their original purity. 
God and man, fince fin entered into the 
world, were at variance; and, like perſons 
after differences, each of them keeps at a 
diſtance from the other. God withholds 
bi nſelf from man, and will have no con- 


verſe with him till ſatisfaction be made for 


the diſhonour fin hath done his Majeſty: 
man is helpleſs, and alſo ſtubborn, neither 
able nor willing to renew communion with 
his Maker, although herein alone he can be 
happy. So that, all communion 1s cut off 
between God and his creature. But now 
* | D ES: this 
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rhis great reconciler, having vindicated and 
reſtored God's honour, hath prevailed with 
God to reviſit and dwell with the ſouls 
of men: and having purchaſed the Holy 
Ghoſt, by the kindly influences thereof can 
ſofren and prepare the hearts of men to- 
receive him, For ſuch was the merit of 
Chriſt's ſacrifice, that while it reſtored 
glory to God, it again opened the com- 
munication between God and the ſpirits of 
men; that is, it obtained the gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt for the ſanctifying of mens. 
hearts and lives, that fo they might be re- 
covered to a fitneſs for God. It pleaſed the 
Father, that in this Man ſhould all fulneſs. 


dwell (a); yea all the fulneſs of the God- 


head bodily (r). He was, and is, full of 


the Holy Ghoſt s). And having received 
of the Father the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt 


(), he is able to ed it abroad upon 


mens hearts, ſo that living waters ſhall. 


flow out of their bellies (nu). He is made 


che channel through whom the ſupply of 


the ſpirit comes to us; and that grace, ſo. 


derived unto us, is able to cleanſe and pu- 
rify our hearts; even as the ſame Holy 
Spirit, of whom he was conceived, kept 
him, in all reſpects a man like ourſelves,” 
free from all [pot of fin. We are of ourſelves 
inſufficient to all good; but the. ſpirit, 


(4) 1 Col. i. 19. (r) 1 Col. ii. 9. (0) Luke iv. kn 
Om Ant! Il, 33. "£81 OY vii. 38. | 
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Which dwelleth in him, and which by 


purchaſe. he hath a right to beſtow, can 


quicken our dead ſouls, ſtrengthen againſt 
all our , engmies, mortify our rebellious 
.pride, carthly defires, and carnal luſtings, 

and reſtore. us again to the perfect image 
of God. He ſitteiß over man as a refiner and 
Purifier of filver,to breathe upon their hearts 
with his Spirit, and to kindle a fire within 
them, purging them: as gold and ſilver, that 

their fouls may be offered unto the Lord an 
Hering in righteouſneſs {x). And the grace 
Which he gives mult needs be ſufficient to- 
all the purpoſes of our ſouls recovery; 
ſince God worketh in us both to Twill and to 


4 (y), even that Holy Ghoſt, wwbich is ſhed 


on US abundantly, through Fe ſus Nuri our 


Lord (2). 


Whereas then we are naturally without 


all ſpiritual ſtrength, bowed down under 
fin, and unable to lift up ourſelves, this 
Jeſus is able to quicken and put life into 


us, feeding us with the ſupply of the fanc- 
wity! ing ſpirit out of the fulneſs thereof, 


which abideth in him. He is between God. | 


and us, to convey to us the ſpirit, at his- 
ſole diſpoſal : that as from Adam a finful 
and corrupted nature is derived unto us; ſos 


Chriſt. ſhould be the ſecond head, for com. L 


(x) Mal. ini. 4. 0 Fu, i, 13>. 
(2 Tit. inn. 5, -p. 


N | municativgs 155 
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municating a contrary and divine principle 
of grace and holineſs : here a way is open- 
ed both for communion between God and 


man, and for purging our hearts, that they 


may be fit habitations for God's preſence. 
And the one and the other of theſe is ow- 
ing to the merit of his atonement, which 


at once vindicating God's honour, removed 
the bar to reconciliation on God's part; 


and purchaſing the gift of the ſpiritſor man, 


might make him both able and willing to 


come in and accept of the reconciliation, 
by putting on a creature-like and n 


5 ſpirit. And, 


Zhirdly, By the "FO ſacrifice, he bath 


fatisf Red all the demands of Divine Juſtice. 
Ihe juſtice of God will be allowed to pro- 
ceed upon principles of unerring proprie- 


ty and rectitude: whereby, as he will not 


ſuffer fin againſt, his Majeſty and govern- 
ment to be unpuniſhed, but will correct it 
in a way ſuitable to his own dignity, to 


the nature of the crime, and to the ends of 


his dominion; ſo when this hath been 
done, he will be ſatisfied, will become 
gracious, and remit his indignation. Now 
when we conſider the perſon, who gave 
himſelf a ſacrifice to the Divine vengeance, 
we ſhall find, that in his death tin = 


been ſo fully pupiſhed, that all the e 


of e are ene Vherelre | 


A. den 


Serm. 3. The Power and Love of Ghrift. 39 


even God's juſtice will hinder his demand- 
ing any more; whilſt alſo it either could 
not, or would not be ſatisfied with leſs. 
The prophet Zechariah, ſpeaking of this 
facritice, had ſaid, Awake, O. ſword, againſt 
my ſhepherd, . and again the man that is. my 
Flow faith the Lord of Hoſts : ſmite the 
ſhepherd, and the ſheep ſhall be [cattered(a). 
The application which our Lord makes of 
= latter clauſe in this paſſage, convinces 


that the former is ſpoken of himſelf 


! his ſacrifice. Againſt whom then did 
the /wor d of the Lord of Hojts awake in ven- 
geance? Apaintt a man; foraſmuch as the 
children are partakers of fleſh and blood, hims 
ſelf likewiſe took- part of the ſame (b J. yet 


without fin {c}. Aman that is God's fellory, . _ 


in the beginning with God, and God one twith 
the Feather (d). Againſt this God-man, the 

. ſhepherd, God e ao the ſword-; he lad 
down his life for the ſheep (e); he was made 
a fin- Mering for us (F). And in, the fa- 
crifice of fuch an ones what vengeance 
did ſin deſerve which it did not ſuffer? 
What did juſtice demand which was not 


paid? What correction of iniquity was 


needful to make God's government re- 
ehe and to deter from Walaing ity y 


49) Zech. Xiil- 1 N 03 Heb. ii. 10. 
(c) Heb. iv. 3 (d) John x. 30. 
& Fa 5 35 (Cf) 2 Cor. v. 21. 
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and not amply executed ? Search the Scrip- 
Tyres; there you ſee abundantly, that the 
facrifice of this Lamb taketh away the fin of 
the world (g); that God accepteth it as a 
Propitiation, an offering to him of'a feoeet-" 


ſmelling ſavour (); in conſequence here- 


of, that Chriſt hath  z7he keys of death and 


hell (i), and that all eng in heaven and 


earth is given to him (. True then it is, 
that /in ſhall not be unpuniſhed ; that the wages 
of it is death; that the zorath of God is re- 


vealed from heaven againſt tt. All this is the 


certain, the unchangeable decree of the 
Almighty ; nor {hall one tittle of it fail, But 


| behold the garden and the croſs ; conſider 
well the agony and the execution; re- 


member whoſe cries you hear, and who it. 
is that expires; and then ſay, if ſin have 


pot been puniſhed, if death have not been 
_ endured, if the cup of wrath have not been 
drunk even to the very dregs, if all be you 
finiſhed ? For he was not only a man,\whoſe _ 
 ſuffermags were full of bitterneſs, and pain, " 


and reproach, though this were pitiable: 
not barely one who was innocent of the 
crimes for which he ſuffered; though 


this might. juſtly double our compaſſion * 
but 'che was a man pure in heart and life, as 


Adam in the men of Cxeafions: he Was 


(550 Le i. 9. (5) Ep NN 
ev. It 10. > 64.) 0 Mat: bill Th 
| a al ſo 
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alſo one perſonally united to the eternal 
 Worp. Thus innocent, thus dignified, he 
bore our griefs and tarried our ſorrows ; was 
firicken, ſmitten of God, and afflited'; was 
wounded for our tranſereſions and bruiſed for 
our iniquities; his foul was made an Mering 
for fin (1). It was his union with the Divine 
Word which enabled him to endure all 
the load of wrath which fin had provoked 2 
it was this which made that endurance a 
ſufhcient ſatisfaction. Thus united, God 
could neither demand nor we deſerve more 
of vengeance than he could pay. Thus unit- 
ed, he was capable of ſuffering; and this ſuf- 
fering was to the full ſatisfaction of Divine 
Juſtice: wherefore alſo he is able to Ou 
 lnners 70) the uttermoſl (m). 
Say now, upon theſe views, what power 
hath not Chriſt to ſave ? He hath ſalva- 
tion to beſtow; for in his death all the con- 
ſequences of fin are done away, This vin 
dicates God's glory, opens a way to com- 
munion with God and ſanctification of our 
hearts through the ſpirit, and averts the 
fearful curſe of God's wrath. He is able 
to ſuccour us. And he is willing to impart 
to us all the Wenne of this, valuable Pure 
chaſe. 10S i! EW 
But * Py thou, Gnful man; HRP confides | 
the value of thy ſoul. He who beholdeth 
(0% Ila lin. 4, 5˙ 10% () Heb. vii, 25. - 
1.34; „„ be | 
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the things which are not, as if they were; 
who comprehendeth eternity, and takes it 
up at a thought; who hath fixed the depth 
helband the height of heaven, and mea- 
fures in his mind the miſery of one and the 
happineſs of the other; who, knowing the 
exact worth of this world and the next, 
hath ſent his only begotten Son to reſcue 
thee from deſtruction, and to reſit thy ruin 
ous ſoul for glory, what doſt thou read of 
the value of thy ſoa] in this his dealing ? 
Were a prophet or an angel ſent to thee with: 
an expreſs meſſage from God, and with a. 
miracle in his hand; did awell- known friend 
come to thee from the dead, it would bear no 
equal conviction with it, could awaken no 
ſuch ſolemn impreſſion as the condeſcenſion 


of the eternal Word, who took upon him! 32 


thy nature, and therein made atonement, 
js fuited to do. Hit thou un derſtood theſe: 
things? Haſt thou learnt the importance 
of thy foul, whilſt thou haſt been conſider- 
ing the ho!y one of God maniteſted to render 
glory to God, to raiſe thy defiled nature 
to holineſs, and to redeem thee from the 
eurſe? Haſt thou been ſearching after the 
various ſteps of this adorable myſtery with 
a trembling. concern? and haſt thou felt 
a glad and ſatisfying joy and conſolation 
ſpringing up within thee, and growing 
more — and . as, the * 
88 hath 
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hath been unfolding, and conviction of the 
Redeemer's power to ſave and ſuccour thee 
hath grown ſtronger and clearer upon thy 
heart? It is well: ſuch as theſe are the 
anxious diſtreſſes of the ſelf- condemned 
foul ; ſuch the awful importunuy with 
Which it waits upon the riſing of the Sun of 
Kighteouſueſs. As this light adva ances, the 
ſoul enlarges its proſpect; pierces up vard 
to God, and forward to eternity, down- 
ward to hell; extends its views abroad 
upon the miſerable ſtate of man, intimate- 
ly conſiders itſelf, and is mightily engaged 
in the cauſe of its eternal intereſts. For the 
facrifice of Chriſt is fo inſtructive every way; 
it ſo warns us of the horrid guilt and dan- 
ger of ſin, of the excellence of eternal glo- 
, and of the terrors of God's wrath, and 
withal of our own weakneſs and inſuffici-' — 
ency, that whoever attends to it with per- 
ſonal application, ſhall affuredly find the 
value of bis ſoul, and inſenſibly fall into 
that awakened frame of concern which the 
apoſtle ſo itrongly expreſſes, when he bids 
us work vut our e with fear and 
1 nn (12). 2.04 
„Say now, date you thus weighed the 
= facrifice of Chrict? Hath na taught you 
cdeeicher to tremble under the vaſt importance 
3 of W or to 142 in the e 
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ability of the Redeemer to ſave you? ? Heare, 
then yet farther. 

Secondly, He is cli to make you par- 
8 of all theſe fruits of his ſacrifice. A 


full hand avails nothing to the relief of the 


neceſſitous, unleſs the poſſeſſor be alſo of a 


- bountiful diſpofition. But the heart of our 


Redeemer is inlarged as his band is plen- 


teous. He is as willing to ſave, as he is 
able. Nor ſhall I need ſet about any long. 


illuſtration of that which, wants obſervation» 


more than evidence. That Chriſt is willing 


you ſhould reap the fruits of his ſacrifice, 
requires little proof, but more perſuaſion 
upon the mind. And here let all his conde- 
ſcenſions and his love confirm. you how: 
ready, how pleaſed he would be to ſave you, 


to give you the peace he hath purchaſed, 


the grace he hath to bcſlow, and the glory 
he is in poſſeſſion of. Should a man forego. 


his eaſe and Vote BY through toil and la- 


bour, endure all difficulties, and run the riſk. 
of his life to promote your welfare, you. 


would be left without all doubt of his rea- 


dineſs to ſerve you. And did the Son of 


God freely leave the boſom of his Father, 
and clothe himſelf with yous fle ſh; did he 


fübmit to the cradle and the manger, to 


poverty and perſecution, to a life of labour, 
and a death of ſhame; did he deſerve, nos, 
| thing of all which he WAGED e when ma- 


- 
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licious enemies accuſed and condemned 
him with falſehood and rage, and then in- 
ſulted him with a cruel triumph; when. 
his falſe friends betrayed, and his frail ones 
forſook or denied him; when-the wrath of 
God fell upon him, and the big grief burſt. 
out at every pore in drops of blood; when 
he was mangled with whips, rent with 
thorns, and deformed with buffetings, and 
even then expoſed in mock - grandeur ; 
when ſuch an object of pity, he was loaded 
with the croſs, — led through the ſtreets, 
before a gazing, taunting multitude? — 
But what need I ſay more, or why ſpeak 
of that laſt ſcene, which ſurpaſſes all? All 
this was a free endurance; he merited not 
the leaſt pang, or the leaſt: ſtripe ; he was 
the wwell:beloved of the Father, in whom God 
was Tell pleaſed, Or, yet again, Did he 
quit his love towards you and this earth, 
together? Is he not gone up 70 the preſence 
of God, to appear for you, and ſolicit your 
intereſts?” And is not vour ſoul the daily 
object of his providential tenderneſs, care, 
and bounty? . Surely he is willing to give. 
you anyithing, all that ſalvation you need. 
Would God we were as ready o receive 
18 as he is to give kit! EF , 
But let his invitations and e ould . 
beyond all ſuſpicion his willingneſs. ta fave. 
you: T9 cannot Hoot. What you have 
- 22801 from. 
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from his own mouth. The Son of man 15 


rome 10 ſeek and to fave that which is loft (0) ; 
not only to ſave, but to ſeek us, that we 


may be ſaved. Come unto me all ye that 


| labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
von refi ; and that with the moſt winning 
inducements; for my yoke is eaſy, and my 
burthena i. light p. Ho, eve, y one that 


thirſteth come unto me and drink (4). Thus 


himſelf ſpake. And how is this his gracious 
diſpoſition intimared in the words of Iſaiah 
concerning him: He fhall ſee of the travail 
of his ſoul, and be jatigfied | Words which 
_ expreſs ſuch a delicacy and exquiſiteneſs of 


_ affection, as to make us feel that all the 


pain which our Redee mer endured was for- 
gotten and loſt in the ſatisfaction and de- 
light he found in doing us ſervice. | 


Away then with all thy fears. Thou 


art indeed found guilty : fin hath alſo de- 


filed thy foul, juſtice demands vengeance, 
and thy own accuried wickedneſs hath 


made thee fit for the place of wrath : nor 

haſt thou the. leaſt power in thyſelf to avert 
the dreadful ruin: but the mercy®ot God 
hath contrived a way to vindicate the glory 
of the divine government, to recover thee 
from fin, and to ward the curſe from thee; 
and this by the incarnation and death of-the 


© fo) flake tk 10 00 264 4. 28, 30. 


(e) If. lu. . John wü. 33. 
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eternal word. Raiſè up thy head and live: 
there is no condemnation to them that are in 
Chriſt Jeſus (r}. Only be ſure that thou be 
found in him; and fin ſhall not be thy de- 
ſtruction: only look unto him with an af- 
fectionate, loyal heart, with an heart big 
with deteſtation of iniquity, which feels 
ſomewhat of thoſe wounds which thy fins 
; have given him. 
This would lead me to the fourth and 
concluding point, namely, what that a 
is which gains us an intereſt in the blett- 
ings of this ſacrifice, and makes us ſharers 
of Chriſt's falvation. 
But I will chooſe to conclude, for the 
preſent, with. a practical review of what 
has already appeared before us. Confider 
_ thyſelf then, whoever thou art, as a man 
ereated to ſerve the purpoſes of thy Maker's 
glory; and yet as an inſolent worm, who 
haſt dared to join thy fellows in rebellion 
againſt the Majeſty of God. Thou haſt. 
caſt off ſubmiſfon thou haſt loſt all loy- 
alty of heart towards thy Heavenly King; 
thou haſt affected independence, and arro- 
_ gantly fer up to be thy own maſter, See 
to it; thou: haſt been doing thy own will, 
and taking the way of thy own pleaſure z 
the gifts of God thou haſt turned to thy 
*wa ule, aud vainly bo iſted thy ſelſ ot What 
88 viii. . 
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was: but lent thee. The all-preſent God. 
hath noted thee in the wanton career of thy 
pride and ſelf- ſuffeiency; hath ſeen him- 
ſelf forgotten of thee ; hath heard thy ſtub» 
born murmurings ag: aud his diſpenſations; ; 


hath beheld thee bowing down to the idols 
of life, to pleaſure, intereſt, and praiſe. 


Ah, how art thou fallen from God and 
happineſs! What wrong, haſt thou done 
to thy God and thy ſoul | The honourable 
name of God thou haſt cauſed to ceaſe 


from the earth; well-pleafing innocence 
haath left thy ſoul; thou art become the 
| habitation of ugly monſters begotten upory 


thee of the devil, the world, and luſt. 


_ Hell hath opened its mouth, and waits till. 


thou haſt filled up the meaſure of thy ini- 
quity, to receive thee; hell, the place of 


mn and vengeance. Go, gird up now thy 
loins, like a man; put on thy might, thou 


man of ſtrength; go, ſertle God again 


upon his throne; give him back: the ho- 
nour thou haſt rebelliouſly de ſpoiled bim 


of, that his dominion ſuffer nothing thro® 
fault of thee: rife up aud drive before thee 


the traitors which dwell in thy ſoul, that 


got one of them may be left; yea, take to thee 


_ alſo the image of God, that he may ave. 
Pleaſure in thy beauty: „ ſeeſt thou not the 
dàvenging {word of God held up to ſtrike 


thee? Loſe no time; give his juſtice a. 


. wht | | tis faction. 
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tisfa&tion. Up, beſtir thyſelf; theſe things 
are not the work of a dag. Why doft thou 
lolter? Art thou not able? Is the taſt too 
grea” for thee? What ! is that proud head 
of thine which thou haſt carried ſo high 
againſt Heaven brought down ſo ſtrangely, 
that thou dareſt nor attempt thy recovery 
that the very thought confounds thee? Me- 
thinks, I fre thee in this matter reduc d 
to the condition of an infant newly boru; 
thou lieſt utterly helpleſs. and without 
ſtrength; unleſs ſome gracious hand lee. 
cour thee thou canſt but weep, | cone 
plain, and periſh, The irreparable diſho- 
nour thou haſt done the Majeſty of God, 
the ſtubborn dominion which ſin hath 
gained upon thee, the ex pectation of de- 
ſerved and declared wrath, all fall upon 
thee together, cruth thee to the duſt, and 
draw forth the ſolemn cry from thy heart, 
© Undone man that I am, what yOu [ do 
«#0 be ſaved MTA ee e 
Hear now, and lift up cy bead; 5 

there is hope. God ſo loves thee ſtill, h 
he hath given his only Son, that thou mayeſt 
not periſb. All may be well. The mighty 
Redeemer ſtands between God and thee: 
jealous of his Father's glory, full of zeal 
to bring in rebels to allegiance, he hatli 
ſubmitted to death; and all the merit of 
it iy offers to che. How extenſive, how 
tender 
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tender his love! O my brother, whether 
all we moſt rejoice or fear in the fight 
of this condeſcenſion? The wiſdom, the 
juſtice, the love, manifeſted in the Hord 
made fleſh, together with the intereſt we 
have in the wonderful diſꝑenſatiop, ho- W 
ſhould it poſſeſs our hearts! at once co- 
ver us with confuſion, fill us with joy, and 


| inflame us with gratuude! Let us think 
| - together of that God with whom we have 
[ to do. Let us think of that goodneſs, as 
| well as power, which made us out of no4 


1 thing; of that patience which waits upon 
a world in rebellion, while no might is 
N wanting to execute inſtant vengeance; of 
that mercy which ſacrifices the Lord of 


| Lite to ſave finners and enemies. | In theſe 
| reflexions admiration. of the glorious 
| _ God cannot bur ſeize us; and, entering 


into the awful ſentiments of the propher, 
we ſhall be ready to cry out, © Truly, 
O God thy thoughts are not as our thoughts, 
4 nor thy ways as OUY WAYS (5). We cannot 
find thee out to perfection. But if we max 
„ meaſure thy attributes one by another, 
« and count of thy juſtice from what we ſee 
©. of thy goodneſs, and patience, and mercy, 
1 5 that it is altogether infinite and incompre- 
© henſible; we muſt believe that thou haſt 
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ce ſinners. We hear of flames and blackneſs 
© of darkneſs tor ever; but we can no more 
© mealure the ſize than we can fathom 
© the eternity of thoſe torments which 
cc thy exact juſtice hath appointed to be:zhe 
« wages of fin. We cannot but tremble, 
„O God, upon the apprehenſion of thy 
* fearful judgments, even as little as we 
& can conceive of thein: and woe were un- 
« to us, unleſs thy mercy were as large as 
« thy juſtice. But, great God! it is as eaſy 
for thee to forgive as to puniſh: and 
« thy wildom hath diſcovered a way where- 
by to exerciſe thy mercy without injur- 
« ing thy juſtice :; nor can thy truth tail 
© more than any other of thy adorable 
«© perfections. We will dare avouch it 
therefore with humble confidence, be- 
« cauſe thou haſt ſaid it; we can no more 
e periſh if we return, than we can eſcape 
„ if we perſiſt and die in our iniquities: = 
6 for thy unalterable truth ſtands engaged | 
«© for the one as much as the other,”— | 
Such art thou, in whole hands we are, in 
goodneſs,” parience, juſtice, mercy, and 
truth, Di AR infinite. 


"I 


* 


| grant us, heavenly. Majeſty, from the 

daily experience we have of thy loving-kind- 

neſs and patience, lo conceive the higheſt: ap- 

pre tons 5 of both thy Juſtics « and thy m ; — 
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8 - 2hat, flying from ſin, we may eſcape thy judg- 
ments, and-betaking ourſelves to Chriſt Feſt, 
may inherit thy promiſes; judgments aud pro- 
| miſes which, upon the infallible aſſurance of 
thy truth, are © laid up tor the evil and 
B ce the good. * | 

| ; 
| | 
i 
| 
| 
S 

F 
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SERMON 


S E RM ON IV. 


Faith in CHRIST. 


Joun Vi. 37» 


— Him that cometh to me, I will; in oro ſe 
caſt out. 


GE me leave to hope, that, amidſt 
the various concerns which have en- 
gaged your attention ſince we laſt parted, 
the important one of your ſouls ſalvation 
may have had a peculiar place: that you 
are come hither again, deſirous to have /e 
way of God expounded io you more perfetlly; 
more perfectly to be informed how ye may 
be delivered from your manifold miſeries; 

how made partakers of the ſaving merits 
of Chriſt's atonement. Hear what your 

| Redeemer faith : Him that cometh to me, I 
will in nowiſe caſt ot. You muſt come to 
Chriſt : if you do fo, you have it from his 
on wouth, he will in nowije caſt you ut; 
E 1 and 
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and you know that heaven and earth all 
paſs away, but his words ſhall not paſs away. 
You would know what it is to come to Ghrift, 
My buſineſs now is to explain that matter 
unto you : but I would aſk you betore- 
hand, Is it out of carioſity you would hear 


ol it, to amuſe a critical head * or would 


you know it, merely to ſettle you in juſt 
notions and orthodox opinions? Alas! I 
ſhould but loſe my labour upon you, You 
may hear, you may know, but you cannot 
vnderſtand nor perceive. How ſhould you? 
you know not, at leaſt you feel not, that 
you are a finer; you are wphole, you do not 
need a phyfician (tj); you neither can nor 
will come to Chriſt, that you may be ſaved. 
But would you know what it is to come 10 
Cbriſi? becauſe whatever it be, and what- | 
ever it may coſt you, you are ready to do 
it. Be aſſured that you are not far from the 
kingdom of God (4). It will be a pleaſing 

employment tg me, to ſhe you that faith 
in the Son of God which it is my Feten 

concern to illuſtrate. | 

This was the fourth and concluding 
point. Here, | 
Fit, You are undone in 1 you! elf a fin- 

ner, and diſhonourer of God; liable to his 
wrath, which you have no Power to a- 
vert; fallen from the purity ot man's pri- 
(t) Matth. ix. 12. (#) Mark "OT? 
6 240 115 miitive 
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mitive nature, which you have no ſtrength 


in, you to recover.” If left to. yourſelf, you 
muſt abide under the dominion-of your 


luſts, and at laſt periſh in deſerved ven- 
geance en charge I ppate-you 10 
allow. 


e Cbriſ is n willing to yup 
vol. You have heard of the ine xpreſfible 
dignity of his perſn God manifefted in the 


feſh (x). His victorious fatisfying, and 
! reconciling obedience unto death, 1 


ſet forth. Vou have been ſhewn, that he gs 
able to fave them to the uttermoſt that come 


nt God by im; amply and eternally 
Dio is able to fave you. At the fame time his 
willingneſs hath been evidently ſet before 
you. Il ſuppoſe therefore you are alſo ful- _ 


ly aſſured, that he hath an all- ſufficient 
ability and willingneſs to apply his ſalva- 


tion to you.— Seeing then you are undone 
in yourſelf ; and ſeeing you are aſſured he 
is able and 7eilling to ſave you; 1 aſk, 


Thirdly, Have you found your ſelf determin- 
ed to reft your ſou! upon him? Are you re- 


ſolved to venture all your eternal intereſts. 
with him? And quitting all other confi- 
_ dences; doth yourttoul hang upon him for 
all your hopes? We ſhall be more parti- 
cular immediately. For the prefent, hear 
how the ſcriptures deſcribe this committing 


of A ſoul unto Chriſt, from a full perſua. | 


ICE) Tim. tits 16. 00 Heb. vii. 25. 
95 „ e Bun 
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fon of his poꝛber, as ſaving faith in him, 


and as the means of your acceptance with 


God. Vie jay, faith Saint Paul, that faith 


wasreckoned toAbraham for ris ebteonſneſ? (2). 


Vb bat faith? His ſtedfaſt dependence upon 


the promiſes of God: be was fully perſuag- 


_ ed, that what God. lad promiſed, he was able 
to perform (a): he had the word of promiſe, 


ſo ſpall thy feed be; and he could truſt God 


for the fulfilling of it. It was to no purpoſe 


that all human appearances were againſt 


him; Ve conſidered not (did not make any 


account of ꝙ his oc body now dead, neither 
wet the deaduefs of Sarah — {b). Theſe 


were no ditheulties with God; and in de- 


ſpite of them all, againft hope he believed in 


hope, that (nevertheleſs) he might become 
the father of many nations, according to that 


which was ſpoken'(c). Do you waik in the 
fleps of this faith of yours father Abraham? 
Are you jwily perſuaded that what Chrift 
hath undertaken (the complete ſalvation of 
{inners) he is able alſo to perform Whatever 
difficulties lie in the way, in lite and death, 
are you fully perſuaded that he is able and 
faithful? And are you determined to de- 
pend and reſt your ſoul upon him? Yours 
is that very faith which was reckoned #0 
Ar aham for righteouſneſs. By this fairh 


(6 Rom. iv. 9. la Röm . 21. 
(6) Rom. iv. 19. "OF Rom. iv. 18. 
. . Abraham 


ed 2 
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Abraham gave glory to God (4), aſcribing to 


him what is his real due, power, faichful- 
neſs, and mercy. Nor can you any other 
Way Honour. "the Hun, but- by an entire de- 
pendence upon him; wherein you give 
him that of which he is jealous, and which 
is his juſt and proper right, the glory of 


being the alone, park wee ede and faithful 


Rederimes) But, 330 


» Fourthy, That you may not be miſtaken, 
let us be more particular: 


I. With an evident ſenſe of your guilt, ü 
miſery, and being without help in your/2lf, 
do you cone to Chriſt that he may recon- 


cile the Father to you; refolvedly deter- 
mined to leave yourſelf with him for this 


purpoſe ? Seeing an all- ſufficient merit 
in his death and righteouſneſs, would 
you that he ſhould apply them to you, 

for the forgiveneſs of your ſins? And 
do you diſclaim all other hope and con- 
fidence of obtaining pardon and peace 


with the Almighty beſides what the merit 


of Chriſt's atonement and righteouſneſs 


gives you; being aſſured, that if you fail of 


obtaining a part in this, you periſn? Do 


you thus flee to Chrift for. refuge from the 


ſtings of a guilty conſcience, the fight of 


your own vilenels, and the apprehenſion of 


deterved wrath: So far it is well. No fleſh. 
; (4) Rom. iv. 20. | 


"BE 7 muſt © 


— — — : ˙—rꝶ I. nt nes > 


| 

| 

| 
is 
1 
2 
* 
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muſt glory in God's ſig ht. He that glorieth 


muſt Flor 'y in ſhe Loru (e), whole blood clean 


eth from all fin (f), rod Who will- be krown 


by this name, 90 Lord or nen (Cc). 
But; 

2. 4 your blatant to the Lord 
Jeſus tor reconciliation with God, accom- 
panied with an equalty/ urgent tefire, and 
which you cannot endure you ſhould not 
ſee fulfilled to you, that be will reſt ue you 
from the ſlavery of fin aud Satan, that he will 
put a new heart into you, and reſtore the 
image of the bleſſed God to your ſoul? In 
other words, do you approve of Chriſt as 


a maſter and haſband, as well as a Saviour; 
deſiring to be his wich all the: faithfulneſs. 
of a fervant, with all the affectionate loy- 
alty of a ſpouſe? Have the majeſty, the 
lovelineſs, the condeſcenſion of this Re- 


deemer ſo engaged your heart to him, that 


you find yourlelf ready and defirous to 
leave your father's houſe, to be ſubject to 
his directions, to be under his protection, 


to cleave ſtedfaſtly to him, and every way 


do own and honour him, whatever you may 
| loſe, and whatever you may ſuffer? Can you 
appeal to your own breaſt ; and doth that 
declare, that in this manner, without any 

| reſerve, you deſire to. het the follower of 


1 I Cor. i 1. 29, 31. | 0 John i 5 1. 1h 
(e: Jer. xxili. 6. | 
8 Chriſt ; 
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Chriſt ; valuing him becaule of that free- 
dom he offers you from fin, becauſe of that 
power he would give you of becoming the 

ſervant, as well as the child of God? If, 
having found this pearl of great price, you 
are thus willing to ſell all that.you have to 
buy it; if you are content and defirous to 
take Chriſt's yoke on you; I aſk, 

3. Are your prejudices againſt Chriſt and 
his words removed, ſo that you come to 
him as the light of the world, willing that 
he may teach you all things that pertain 
unto life and godlineſs * Are you reſolved, 
that in all things his word ſhall be your 
rule; that you will not hearken to any 
reaſonings of your unbelieving heart, to 
the pleadings of your own fleſh, to the cuf. 


toms of a wicked world againſt 15 And are 


you deſirous, that the Holy Spirit may lead 
you into all the truths which arc therein? 
Are you ready to acknowledge Jeſus to be 
the great Prophet that ſhould come iuto the 
world, by meckly ſubmitting yourſelt to 
the teaching of his word and ſpirit > Like 
the convicted Saul, is your heart prepared 
for action, and waiting for direction; Lord 
That wilt thou have me t0.do{h) ? 
Lou may judge that in this way alone you 
can come to Cbriſt to be juſtified, goy erned, 
and taught; but are . in all this: 5 
% Acts ix. 6. 


. 
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Shew me tl 'y faith by thy works 0, faith St. 
James: Therefore, 
4. To prove your fi incerity, to try the 
truth of your faith; what ef2# hath it upon 
hab If it be true faith, you are become a 
living member. of Chriſt's body; if you 
come to Chriſt with a real fincerity in the 
things deſcribed, be is faithful ; and it will 
appear that he dewelleth in you by the ſpirit 
which he gives you (/; producing ſuch 
immediate fruits in your heart and life, as 
vou muſt own (if you believe the ferip- 
tures, or are acquainted with your own in— 
ability) are altogether above your power, 
It is my purpoſe to give you a large ac- 
count of this matter hereafter: wherefore 
for the preſent I ſhall be content only to 
ſay ſo much in a general way, as may ſerve 
to prevent your imagining you come 70. 
Chrift, if you do:not. And this will be ſuf- 
ficiently done, if you conſider more atten» 
tively what it is you come to him for * 
you know that he is able to ſave and help 
you; and you hear him ſay, if you come 
to him, he will in no wiſe caſt you out, or 
reject your ſuit. So that if you do really 
come to him for the things which pertain 
unto life and godlineſs, it cannot be that you 
| ſhould be without them. See then, | 
Firft, Yoa are come to Chriſt, that he may 
reconcile the Father to you. But you will 
(i) James ii. 18. (&) 1 John iii. 24. 
8 25 not 
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not think that you de this in ſincerity, un- 
teſs the choiceſt affections of your heart are 


engaged to him. 70 you who believe he is. 


precious (I). And is 23 become ſo to you? 
Doth the dignity of his perſon command, 

and his gracious conde ſcenſion conſtrain 
your love? Is it a pleaſure to you to think 
of him in his life, his death, his glory; 
and is his name delightful to you? Doth 


it gric ve you to fee him daily. deſpiſed of 


men: and are you rejoiced in the ꝓroſpects 
of that illuſtrious day, when he ſhall be re- 


vealed from ee With bis mighty angels, 


1 flaming fy e, latzing enge cnce gu his Fa- 


ther” 80 encimies and his awo.z. c he ſhall 
come to be glorified in bis. ſaints, and to be 
admired. Wt all, en, that believe () * Do 


YOU reproac : -OUFIC 


mourn, heg you. coghaer how they, have 
17 Ying, 6.16 0, regard. YauriclF, fg 
all you baveagy,his; property, the pyre 
of hig Hl pods, dee, 91 tench to 9 0 
with any ching 1 1 It Jon have not 
been call 1 1 5 3, alrojdy; are, on willing 


9860 ure bis uangs Late, Gan, you be 


LATE os "Try pe me 8 00 et 
| Fen bk after to af L 88 chi 882 Then 


conſider fartficr, a N 
Ge bai. 3 (#) | Thel ani 70. 


C. tn E 5 SGiecondiy, 


If with your figs, and 


— 


worldly kriend⸗ 
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Secondly, You are come 10 Chirft, that 
he may deliver you from the power tobich 
Jin hath had over you, leading you into a 
new and heavenly courſe of life. And 


| hath he done this for you? Are you 
made free from fin, 6nd become the ſervant of 


righteouſneſs (ui Hath no outward fin do- 
minion over yo? And are you actually at 
war with all that ſin which you find in your 


heart; not obe eging it in the l: uft's thereof (o) 


If you comm! fin”; if but one fin (as far as 
you can ſee) reigns over you in heart or 


life, you are #o? Born Gol (y). And are 
you become a ſervgnt 10 G are you hear- 
tily about your. F ather's buſineſs? Do you 


exerciſe yourſelf io have a cbuſci ience void of 
_ offence towards God and towards man*(q) ? 


Have you your ruit unto holingfs intent upon 


everlaſting life, as the end and ſcope of all 
your purtuits?” Ak yolr Pretenſiot of com- 
ing to Chriſt, unlefs this he the iſſue, are 


vain : for how reaf6nably' doth he inſiſt, 


IWiy call yt me Lord,” Lore, and da not . 
things hich Lay; vr) 5 bu overſer the very 


deſign of his comi , which * 55 10: turn mg 


from darkneſs BEL N potter of Sa. 
Jan unto Go (s) T im "the 3 eateſſ 
diſhonour; 105 Lin the vin ite er o hs 1. Nes 
can you, have the Jeaſt' title to I's bull 5 
; ([) Rom, I. 2 1 Rom. vi. 12. mY 
4?) John iii. ge (4) Ads xxiv. 16. 


1 Luke . =y Acts xxvi. 18. 
13 4 AE, ac entereth 


vu 
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entereth into that within the vail, wwhither the 
Forerunaer is far us entered {t), ſeeing you 
mind earthly things, and take up. with pre- 
tent gratifications. — But if, in this point 
alſo, you have à comfortable anſwer from 
your own conſcience, I have ny to luggeſt 
this farther inquir x. 

Thirdly, You are come to Chrift for the 
direct ion of bis word and ſpirit. And from 
the one, by the operation of the other of 
thele, do vou this day, know ur edly, and 
rel ſatisfied therein, that here is none other 
nume under heaven givea among men Whereby 
we muſt be ſaved ( 4), but oaly the name of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt * Conſequently y, do you 
make Chriſt's words (the holy ſcriptures) 
the guide, of your feet? Do you not diſ- 
pute, either to believe or to do, any thing 
which yon find in them? Do you: bring 
your priaciples and your condutt fo the law 
and to the teftimony, to be ſifted and proved > 
And is this done with a certain f inglenefs of 
eye, meekly deſiring to Know what Ye <v7/ 
_ of the Lord i FIG without regarding your oon 
reaſonings, interoſts, or inclinatigns? Alſo, 
do you ule a becoming chiligence 1 in hearing 
and ar ching ihe feripturess and in prayer, 1 
that, Chriſt would oe H, undes, ; 
that.you. may unde, feng then? And is Your 
diligence herein uch as. may reaſonably 


O Habs vi. 405 0 (4) Acts iv. 12. 
L 6 con. 
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convince you, that you believe the ferip- 
tures only can make you wiſer unto ſalvation, 
and that you deſire to learn from them all 
the counſel of God concerning you? If 
not, you cannot be a diſciple of Chriſt; 
and whatever knowledge you may have 
picked up, your religion is of your own 
making ; nor, however exactly you may 1Þj8 
of Jeſus Chriſt, have you ever found in your- 
ſelf a real want of the ſaving merit of his 
death and righteouſneſs, and of the ſancti 


Th Hy ing influences of his grace and ſpirit. 


You may ſce now, that ai th in 7efus Chrif 
is no #0710a9l thing; that it doth not conſiſt 
in your merely giving your aſſent to any, or 
all of the truths concerning him. If you 
are a real believer in him, there is a daily 
communication and intercourfe between the 
Saviour and you. Continually ſenſible of 
pour wants, your ſinfulneſs, your weak- 
neſs, your Ignorance, you come to him; 
not as to one concerning whom you beheve 
that he lived and died, and went away into 
heaven, ſo many years ago, and with 
whom you have no immediate buſineſs to 
tranſact: but as to a living Mediator and 
Interceſſor; under whoſe feet God hath put 
all things, and given bim to be Head over all 
ihings lo the church (x). And he on his 
Fart as continuvally, with a provident car e, 
175 5 2 85 i. 22. a 

„ and 


Serm. 4. Faith in Chriſt, 85 


and ready hand, miniſters to you the ſupply 
of your needs; ſo that you can truly ſay, 
you live by him. Thus you come to him; thus 
you receive out of his fulneſs. This your 
coming to him 1s the faith in him he ex- 
pects; this your receiving is the proof that 
it is {0.—O labour to enlarge the bleſſed fel- 
towthip!—And to this end let the founda- 
tion upon which this intercourſe ftands, be 


laid yet deeper in yOu, — Be ſenſible of the 
bleflings which attend you in it. 


Fi- ſe, See that the foundation upon which 


this intercourſe ſtands be laid yet deeper in 


you. In this view, 


1. Labour to diſcover more evidently, 
how loft and undone you are in yourſelf. 


Remember and ſearch out more effectually 


your old+1nzquities, and fee how a perverted 


heart turned you afude. Conſider more atten- 


tively how imperfect you now are, and far 
from that righteonſneſs of heart and life 


which the unſpotted law of God requires 


at your hands; how little you could ſay for 


yourſelf, were God to try you upon your 
vn deſervi ings. Though no ſin hath do- 


minion, yet ſee how much of it remains 
within you; how tbe fleſh Inſteth againſt the 


Hirit, ſo that you cannot d the things that 
you would (py). Conſider alto the worthlefl- 


nels of your Holy things, your belt perfor- 


Sack": 00 Gal. v. 5 


o 


manccs. 
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mances. In a word, be caſting up daily the 
ſum of your unworthineſs and vileneſs; 
and ſee what reaſonable cauſe you have to 
add to the account, as you reflect upon your 
paſt, and even preſent, ſtate and conduct. 
It is a growing diſcovery of the ſickneſs of 
your ſoul that muſt keep you in a more 
lively ſtate of deſire after the relief which 
Chriſt hath to give you. 

2. Be more ſenſible of your inſufficiency. 
Guard againſt ſelf- dependence, a leaning to 
your own righteouſneſs or ſtrength. Labour 
to diſcover, with ſtronger evidence, the un- 
availableneſs of your preſent and future good 
conduct to have juſtified you with God; and 

that, if left to yourſelf, you would not be able 
to will or do any thing contrary to-the will of 
the fleſh, but would moſt quickly make ſhip- 
wreck of faith and a good conſcience, » The ad- 
_ verſary will be atfailing you upon this fide, 
and endeavouring to puff you up with high. 5 
minded conceits, as thong you hag already 
attained. Your buſineſs muſt be to coun- 
terplot his devices, 4% Hing du im the. 
 tyweſt room, more experimentally. perſuad- 
6d; that 7oithour 'Chrijſt you can. do nothing. 
Endeavour to gain more enlarged 
views of the ſufficiency and fuineſs of Chriſt. 
Get yourſelf more acquainted with his dig- 
_ nity, as the only begotten of the Father; his 


Et oy Word 1 Held; his N 
ks | 
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Iovelineſs, fall ef grace and truth (. Be 


mote acquainted with his condeſcenſions, 
his vickories and triumphs. Conſider him 
frequently as gone up to his glory, inveſted 


with all potoer both in heaven and earth (a), 
the covenant-head of his church ; a Lord 
mighty to defend, and gracious to govern; 
an Advocate available to plead; a great and 
merciful High Prieſt to bleſs; a Forerunner, 
a Surety. © Conſider him again and again 
as the Judge of the dead and the living; 
and confirm upon your heart how he will 
aſſuredly come again, with what power, 
with what glory, with what vengeance, 


with what deliverance! Be more acquaint- 
ed with his eternal kingdom, his throne, 

which is for ever and ever. Labour, in a 

word, to make a full diſcovery, how mighty 
he is to ſave you. And, 


4. Seck, that your perſuaſion of his love 


and willingaeſt do grow in proportion 
with the ativrance you have of his porver. 


Review the goſpel continually as a diſ- 
penſation of - meriy\ and grace; ſearching 
deeper into che depths of theſe expreſſions. 
Conſider how love was the only cauſe 


of what our Redeemer hath done for us; 


how love only conſtrained him; how bats 


" he was ſent ; how freely he came into hs . 


; FF 
| | te};Jahn: 1. 14. (q]. Matth. ths PY | 
{0 world ; 
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world; how be gave his life à ranſom for 


many (b). Endeavour not only that you 


may have no ſuſpicion of his love, but that 
you may have the utmoſt confidence in it: 
verily believing there is nothing he would 
take ſo ill at your hands as to Luſpet his 


kindneſs, after the proofs he hath given, 


and the aſſurances he hath made you, of his 
love. 


In this way, feeling your wants, and ſen- 
ſible of your helpleilneſs, aflured of the 


Redeemer's power, and perſuaded of his 
love; you ſhall find the fellowſhip, ſo 
happily fon you, cotnmenced between him 
and your ſoul, to be enlarged, to the abun- 
dant eſtabliſhment of your ways and your: 


peace, and to the honour and ee of his 


ſaving grace. i 1 
Hecondly, And to W you 15 all theſe 
things ; allo, Be ſenſible of the bleſſings 
that attend you in this agtercourſe. and fel- 
lowſhip with the Son of Gad. 


And theſe are no leſs than a part in all the 


promiſes of God, which in Chriſt Feſus are Yea 

and Amen (c) ; and: :allof them yours, res 
you are Chriſt” s, Bot / only by purchaſe; bub 
alſo by that vital ſurrendet yau have made 


of your whole ſelf e Forgiveneſs | 
of fins — the adoption of a child a new 
and child-like diſpoſition of foul — the 


ov: Matth. X. 26. (e)! 2 Cor. i. oh 0 
my 


* 
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daily care of the Redeemer—a delightful 
fellowſhip with the faithful—a thankful 
enjoyment of God's creatures—and a hope 
full of immortality are the bleſſings which 


you enjoy in this new ſtate to WICH you are 


admitted. 


1. Fo givene / of fins. - : 2 write to ng 
little. children, ſaith the beloved diſciple, 
becauſe your ftas are forgiven you for his name's 


/ake (d). Hear, thou little child, that haſt 


tound thyſelf hopeleſs and helpleſs as an in- 
fant, that art come to the everlaſting Father, 
and haſt caſt all thy cares upon Him; thyfins 
are forgiven thee for his name's ſake. Say 
they are many, great, aggravated ; fins of 


a ſcarlet die, and red as crimſon ; ; yet they 


are purged away for his name's ſake. As a 


thick cloud they hung black and threatning 
over thee, and kept from thee the light of 
Heaven : but now they are blotted out, as a 


cloud, which the wind hath carried away, 
and thy God remembereth them not, as if they 
were cqft into the depths of the ſea. For 
there is no condemnation to them which are in 
Corift Feſus, who walk not after the fleſb but 
after the ſpirit (e}. To thee there is no con- 
demaation, for thou walkeſt after the ſpirit, 
thou art ſpiritually-miuded, led by the ſpirit, 
No condemnation, by reaſon of thy paſt 


fins and preſent infirmities; . the wrath of 


(4) 1 John ii. 12. (e) Rom. viü. 1 


God 
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God removed, the accuſations of Satan 


unheard, the ſentence of death remitted, 


Bleſſed man, whoſe tranſpreſſion is forgiven, 
e fin is covered ! bleſſed man, unto whom 
_ the Lord imputeth not iniquity (f)! O join 
the ſong of the prophet, and lay, Sing O ye 
heavens; for the Lord hath done it: ſhout, 


ye lower parts of the earth : break forth into 


ſfenging, ye mountains: O foreſt, and every tree 
therein : for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, 
and plorified himſelf in Iſrael Jl „„ 

2. The adoption of a child. Thou, who 
wert ſometimes far off, art made nigh by the 
blood of Feſus, become a child of God by faith 


in Feſus Chriſt; no longer now a ſtranger 


and a foreipner, but a fellow-citizen with the 
ſaints, and of the houſehold of God (). For 
as many as received him, Io themgave he power 
to become the ſons of God {i). And thou doſt 
receive him as the Chriſt the Son of the living 
God; cordially receive him, as thy Prince aud 
Saviour. Know then, God condeſcends to 

be thy Father. Stagger nat at ſo great a 
thing, as though it were too high for thee ; 
it is Jeſus gives thee this glorious power and 


_ privilege. Himſelf ſaith, Go o my bre- 


thren, and ſay unto them, I aſcend unto my Fa- 
ther and your Father, and to my God and your 


| God (): you cannot deny the relation, 


© (CF) Pfal. xxxii. 1, 2. (g) Tfa. xliv. 43. 


(4) Eph, ii. 19. (i) John i. 12. (4) John xX. 17. 
8 wut 
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without denying Jeſus to be the Son of God, 
ſceing he evidently calls you his brother. 
So God had ſaid, Come out from among them, 
and be. ye. ſeparate, faith the Lord, and touch 
not ile unclean things and 1 Will receive You, 
| and willbe a Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my 
ſons and daughrers, ſaith ihe LordAlmighty(1). 
See to what an honour thou art advanced, 
chou ſon of the duſt, thou finful worm, 
wou once heir of hell; to be the child of 
| the Lord Almighty! and as a child, he doth 
and will treat thee; Like as a father pitierh 
| his children, ſo the Lord pitieththee(m); he 
will ſpare thee as a man ſpareth his own ſon 
that ſerveth him (u); he will correct thee in 
love, even as à father the ſon in whom he 
| devighieth lo). Go to, ye children of princes, 
be aſhamed of your honours; the ſervant of 
Chriſt is the pe of the high God. -He will 
not ſtoop to your dignity in exchange for 
his owns He hath'a Father in heaven, to 
whom he can come with . boldneſs, upon 
whom he can ſecurely depend, a Father al- 
mighty. and moſt merciful. Behold, what 
| Manner, of. love the Father hath beſtowed upon 
#s, thatwe ſhould be called the ſons of God (p)! 
3. A. nero and  child-like. diſpofition of 
foul. To havg eſcaped the corruption that 
ig in the cworld through luſt, to be far taker, 


SEE 2) 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18, (in) Pſal. cin. 13. 125 
N [% Malachi le, 17. ; (0) Prov. | ini. 12. 
at C Joan wi, 1. 
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of a divine nature f), to walk with Godasa | + 

dear child, are bleſſings which cannot be va- BB 

lued by be children of this cvorld; which can- 

not be valued as they deſerve by the chil- 

dren of light, What, is it nothing to you, | 

ye believers, that, once dead in treſpaſſes, in 

Ans, ſin hath now no longer dominion over | 

you That alienated from the life of God, as | 

ye naturally are, yea poſſeſſed by that car- 

wal mind which is enmity againſt God, ye now 

find yourſelves renewed in the ſpirit of your 

minds (y, changed into the image of the Lord, 

| and that from glory to glory, even as by the 1 
| fpirit of the Lord (g)? That ye have recerved. 
the ſpirit of adoption, whereby we cry Abba 
Father (t), not a flave-like, but a child-hke t 
_ diſpoſition towards God; the ſeal of your 1 
adoption, the earneſt of your inheritance © 
Reflecting upon what you were, and what 7 
you are, and what hes before you, are theſe | 
things nothing to you? Let your thankful Þ / 
= 

t 

\ 

1 

c 

[ 

L 

a 

1 


hearts be witneſs, True, you have fold all 
to buy Chriſt; but what have ye gained 
already? Ye cannot repent of the purchaſe 
ye have made; ye cannot but en in it. 
with joy unſpeakable? 
The daily care of the Redeemer, Hau- 
ing loved his own, he loved them unto the 
end (u). W bat, to death only? Did death. 


(9) 2 pet. i. 4. f.,). Eph. iv. 2%. 
(5) 2 Cor, ith. 18. OG Rom: viii. 1 f. 
(u John xi. . 


quench 
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quench his love? He aſcended 1p on high to 


receive gifts for men, 10 appear in the preſence 


of God for us{x). His love for his people will 


never end: Neither pray 1 for theſe alone (his 
then dilciples) bt for them alſo which pull 
believe in me tbrou h their word {y). This is 


his continual interceſſion for us. Read in 


his hiſtory the tender concern he felt to- 
wards his followers; and in your hourly 
needs, the like love he bears to you. Say, 


thou believing ſoul, why chargeable as thou 


art with ſo many fins and ſo much unworthy 
neſs, do not the terrors of a guilty conſcience 
follow and diſmay thee? Why, though al- 
together weak, and ſtill inclined to evil as 
thou art, do not fin and Satan every hour 


get advantage of thee? Whence 1s it that, 


amidſt all the temptations which a beguil- 


ing world preſents continually to ine e eyes 
and heart, thou art not ſeduced from /e. 
| hope ſet before thee? How comes it that thy 

trials are ſo proportioned to thy Werner, 
that thou always findeſt a way zo eſcape ? 


Who provides for thee thoſe awakening, in- 


| ſtructive providences and means thou doſt 
daily meet with? And who provides 


thoſe ſecret and ſuitable ſuggeſtions which 


| thou perceiveſt to riſe within thee? Sit down 
at the cloſe of the day, and review what hath 
paſt in it; what thou haſt gone through; 


(] Heb. ix. 244 | 00 Johm xvii. 20. 


how 
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how thou haſt been protected, ſupported, 
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blefled; and thy very ſoul will be filled 
with admiration of that loving care'which 
the great Head of the church exerciſes to- 


wards thee; thy heart wilt grow:big with 


thankfulneſs and praiſe; thou wilt'be want- 
ing ſome pibus friend, with whorh to 2 


municate the overflowings of thy joy, to 
declare what the Lord hath done ſon thy ſoul. 


5. A delightful fellowſhip" with de faith. 


ful, I ſpeak not of the various“ doays 
v herein the true members of Chriſt do com- 


municate to and with one another, nor of 
that excellent charitywhichenlargesalltheir 


hearts, and inſpires them with all readi- 
neſs to this communion: but I ſpeak of 
the delight that accompanies it. The reſt 


of the world, having no common head, 


nor ſatisfying hope, live hateful unto, and 
hating one another. O the uncomfortable 


ſtate where Vote, variance, emulation, 


ſſtrife, and envy, rage in every breaſt! But 
the company of the taithful hve together 


in love, joy, peace, long-ſu Hering. yentle- 


neſs, goodneſs, faith,” meeknefs. For all 


their intereſts are one ; — their enemies, 
their warfare, their dangers, their fears, 
their hope, their head, their ſpirit, their 
cron, their kingdom, one: all alike 


members of Chriſt, children of God, and heirs 
of? the Ae W ith ſuch as thele thou 
liveſt, 


„„ bo, , om 


a 
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hveſt, fince thou haſt known the Lord Jeſus; 
partaker of their faithful admonitions, ten- 
der conſolations, and affectionate prayers. 
| And didit thou ever know. before, what ſo- 
city, what friendſhip was? Now thou canſt 
. truly ſay, Atl my delight is with the ſuints 
hat are in theearth (x). Behold how good 
and joyful a thing it is for brethren to dwell to- 
„ gether in unity (a). 

4 6. A thankful enjoyment of al God's 

creatures. It is written, when God had 
- © fiſhed the creation of the heavens and the 
f earth, that he ſaw every thing that be had 
ir made, and bebold, it was very good (b). In 
like manner, fines. a new lite hath been 
f | breathed into thy ſoul, thou ſeeſt all the 
ſt creatures of God, that they are very Fre 7 


1, the conveniences, the comforts of this 
4 life, houſes, friends, food, raiment, every 
le thing good. God's various proviſion 3 
1, become ſatisfying: content firs upon thy 


ut heart; gratitude riſes upon thy breaſt; 
er © while all is ſanctiſied to thee by the wword of 
| Gedandprayer (c). This may ſeem a light 
| matter to the diſcontented world; but thou 
| receiveſt all as the gifts of God for Jeſus? 
{ ſake, with whom he freely giveth all theſe 


cir © things. This ſweetens them all, that in 
ke Chriſt Jeſus thou art feinſtated in a right 


(2) Pſal. xvi. 3. n Pſal. cxxxiii. 1. 
(6) Gen. i. 31. (c) 1 Tim. iv. 5. 


in them. And ſay, if, while thou regardeſt 


Joys above, were but to tranſcribe. that 
upon hy heart. There faith hath painted 
for the enjoyment of them. A hope which 
is an anchor of the foul, both ſure aud fediaſt 
A hope that maketh ,not aſhamed (e), either 


- purifieth. even as God 2s pure (H. A bleſ⸗ 
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them as ſo many tokens of the love of the 
Father, they are not inexprefſibly delight- 
ful, and do not build up in thee an high 
and reviving ex pectation of thoſe bounties 


which are ſtored up for his children in the 


everlaſting world? Thus every thing con- 
tributes to render the believer bleſſed: and 
while he knows himſelf unworthy. of the 
teaſt of all God's mercies, the very leaſt boun- 
ties of Heaven draw out his unfeigned 
praiſes, and miniſter to Him complacency 


and happineſs. — But why ſtop I upon 


theſe meaner things? Forgive me, thou 
heir of glory, that thou haſt been detained 
thus from the refreſhing views on thy hea» 


venly inheritance, | = = 


7. A hope full of immortality. To cond 
to thee the ſcripture-deſcriptions of the 


which, with deepeſt imprefſion, is graven 


them in the moſt lively characters; and 
hope glows with inextinguiſhable ardour 
(d,) amidſt all the various calamities of life. 


of reproaches or ſufferings. A hope that 


: (4) Heb. vi. 19. | 5 Rom. v. 5. 
> (Qf) John iii. 3. 5 
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WW 
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with abundant rejoicing; while, with aboun- 
ding hope, thou lookeſt forward to the ever- 


laſting kingdom of Emmanuel, a joy ſprings 


up within thee «nſpeakable ind full of glory. 
And if to ſee the land beforg thee, be a ſource 
of ſo much joy, how much more will the 
poſſeſſion of it! To enter into he new Fe- 
ruſalem, to ſee God as he is (g),; to be for ever 


_ with the Lord (h), to be fa ene like unto his 
{ glorious body (i), to be preſented without ſpot 
| or worinkle, holy and without blemiſh (k), to 


taſte of and feed upon thoſe full joys and re- 


viſhing pleaſures which are to be had at the. 
right hand of God for ever more! Lo, this is 
thy inheritance, believer! but what the ſum 
of this glorious inheritance 1s, no earthly 
tongue can expreſs, no mortal heart con- 
ceive. Yet whatever it be, it is thine; the 


gift of God to thee in Jeſus Chriſt: for his 
will is, that they 2whom the Father hath given 


| him may be with him where he is (); may en- 


ter into the joy of their Lord. 


Often reckon over with thankful ac- 
| knowledgement, theſe bleſſings which at · 
tend thee in thy fellowſhip with Chriſt : 


endeavour daily to get a clearer and clearer 


evidence of. thine intereſt in them, Hereby | 


© 1 John iii. 2. 00 1 Tbeſſ. i IV. 17. 
() Phil. iii. 21. 0 Tn. v. * 
0 n xvii. 24 5 
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thy love of Jeſus ſhall increaſe; that love 


ſhall draw thee ſtill nearer to him; from 
whence, thou ſhalt experience growing 
ſtrength and con ſolation to be inſpired into 
thy ſoul, to the increaſe of his praiſe and 


glory, and of thy peace and ſalvation. 
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The Believer a new Creature, 


2 COR, v. 17. 
| Tf any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature. 


T was made too ſadly evident, in the firſt 
1 of theſe diſcourſes, that ſin had deform- 
| ed the ſoul of man, ruined the image of 


{ God ſtamped upon us, and had ſet us in 


ſuch a ſtate of alienation from God, that, 
while he was forgotten and ſlighted by us, 
having no manner of influence or rule in 
our hearts, we were found to be intent 
upon carnal gratifications and earthly pur- 
ſuits, and afieQing, above all things, ſelf- 


love and ſelf-pleating. The miſerable hond- 
age and tremendous danger of this condi- 
tion, the true believer hath been made ac- 
: quajnied with. He hath been led to Jeſus 
F2 85 for 
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for deliverance ; and, to his inexpreſſible 
conſolation, he finds that Chriſt hath ſet 
him free ; that this mighty Redeemer hath 
heard his ſuit, and renewed a rigbt ſpirit 
within bim; that he dwelleth in his heart, 
and liveth in hint; and that he is actually 
joined to the Lord, having the ſame mind, 
temper, courſe, and way of conduct in 
him, which was alſo in Chriſt Feſus. Now 
this entire and wonderful change, which 
_ Chriſt brings bout by his grace in the 
hearts of thoſe that humbly come to him, 
is by St. Paul termed, with great propriety, 
a new creature; ſeeing herein a man is ſo fa 
ſhioned and formed again, that he is quite 
another ſort of a thing from what he was 
before. This is the aſſured and infallible 
event of union with Chriſt; for any man be 
in Chrift, he is a new creature. Nor can 
any thing avail without it, neither circum- 
ciſion nor uncircumciſion, no manner of ex- 
ternal privileges or ſervices, but the new 
creature only. It is indeed the main end of 
Chriſt's coming down from heaven, of par- 
don purchaſed and offered to us, of Chriſt's 
dominion above, and of his miſſion of the 
Spirit, and of faith itſelf, This is the one 
end of the wholc, that, being partakers of 
a. new and divine nature, and thereby re- 
covering purity of heart, we may ſee God, 
a6, at laſt 4 enjoy him. 4 would call 
| this 
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this new creature the work of Chriſt in us, 
or the power which the humble foul (the 
perſon brought to the teachable, abaſed, 
and manageable diſpoſition of a little child) 
hath obtained, to turn from ſin unto God, 
by means of faith. Whether we conſider 

Chriſt living in his members, or whether 
we conſider the deſires of a truly humbled 
mind, this new creature is the completion 
of füch deſires, the life of ſuch a member; 
and is at once the great evidence of out 
union with Chriſt, and of the ſincerity of 
our faith. 

I ſhall go on therefore to the Second 
main point above laid down, which is, "me 
deſcription of the new creature. 

But I cannot enter upon this matter fo 
haſtily, as not to beg one moment, that 1 

may previouſly engage your attention to it. 
You are about, every one of you, to be 


ZE brought to a trial by the word of God, at 


the bar of your own conſciences. wel her 
ye be in Cbriſt or not; that is, whether 
God be, this day, vour Father or yout 
Avenger; whether ye belong to Chriſt or 
Belial : whether ye be inheritors of the 
kingdom of heaven, or children of wrath ? 
And ſuch an inquiry, one cannot but judge, 
52 Awaken, comfort, or quicken you. 
| ruly, it is no light thing, either to be 
or x07 70 be in Chriſt, To be in Chriſt : 

F 3 Hear 
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Hear how our apoſtle triumphs in the bleſ- 


ſedneſs of ſuch a ſtate ! All things are yours, 
whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the 
World, or life, or death, or things preſent, or 
things to come; all are yours, if ye are 
Chriſt's (n). Not to be in Chriſt ! How 
doth all, more than conceiveable, miſery 


ſtand proclaimed againſt ſuch a condition, 
in that one awful word, He that believeth 


not the Son ſhall not ſee fe ; but the wrath 


7 of God abideth on him (u! 


* A queſtion of ſuch moment as this, warns 
you to lay aſide vain curiofity and deceit- 
ful excuſes, and all application to others 
of what you ſhall hear; and to put on 
meekneſs of ſpirit, and the difcernment of 
a ſingle eye, with an heedful attention; it 


calls upon me to addreſs you with caution 


and freedom, that I may neither go be- 
yond, nor fall ſhort of the truth, in this 
deſcription of the new creature, — May 


God be with us herein, that neither 


Our preacting nor your faith may be found | 


van! 


That you may enter with me the more 
readily into this deſcription, I ſhall lay be- 


fore you the plan upon which J intend to 


proceed, and the particular views I am to 


have before me, whilſt I ſhall be n 
the character of the new creature. 


ey 1 Cor, i Uo 22, 33 (#) Jahn Ul, 36. FR 
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As to the plan, it is this: _ 
Firſt, To let you into the nature of _ 


char acter, from a eee account hs it; and 


Secondly; To g0 through a 0 urv ey * this 
charafter „ in the ſeveral branches of it: and 


this—by laying open his ſoul to you, in 
an illuſtration of the apprebenſions of his un 
derflanding, the choice of his will, and the 


exerciſe of his affeftions, 
Thirdly, 1 will repreſent to you the r- 
greſions and workings of ſuch a renewed 


| Sl, in his thoughts, words, and aftions, 


whether. they. regard. what he doth-not da, | 


or what he doth. 


As to the views I have with me, they 


are theſe; principally to give an aceount of 
the new creature > Hecondarihy, to ſhew the 
oppaſition there is between this character 


and that of the careleſs inner : Collaterally, 
to undeccive the formal profeſſor. In purſuit 


of which ſcheme, I ſhall: make it my buſt- 


neſs, as I go along deſcribing the new crea- 
ture, to ſet the natural man over-againſt it; 
and alſo carefully to mark the difference, 


Wherever the formal profeſſor, who is indeed 


altogether unrenewed (as he will find by 


the very different characters 'of the new 


man and the old) ſeems to carry a re- 


ſemblance of the new creature. And in all 


__ wy defign | is to be as "2 attical as pole 
. ſible; ; 
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fible.z and therefore I purpoſe to lead you 
into all thefe points, in a way of inquiry; 
wiſhing, that while you are made to ſee 
what the new creature is, you may take the 
matter to yourſelf, and examine if youhave 
on: have not a title to that character.. 
The fr thing I have to do is, to let you 
into the nature of the new creature's charae- 

ter, from a general account of it. 
And. here I will repreſent him to you, 
48-000-—whoſ: eyes are opened to a tight 
ſenſe of himſelf and all things, or who is 
humble; —whoſe main buſineſs in life is 
the care of his ſoul; who is ready to this 
ſpiritual work; —and who bungers: for 
Erowthi in it. 
1. His eyes are W to a right feaſe of 
himſelf aud all things; or, he is humble. It 
is only a juſt eſtimation of ourſelves, and 
of the other things with which we are con- 
cerned, that can ſhew us our friends and 
our enemies; the path we muſt take, and 
that we muſt avoid; our intereſts and our 
dangers; This is what leads the way with 
the new creature, putting every thing upon 
irs right footing, and keeping a man's face 
directly ſet towards God : and therefore I 
place this juſt eſtimation of things, this 
humility, in the front of the new creatures 
walk. So our Lord places it, you knew, 
a the introductory grace, in his ſermon 
e upon 
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upon the mount, Bleed are the poor in ſpi- 

rit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven (0). 
Now hereby I mean not, that humilia- 
tion or heart-breaking cogcern, which at- 
rends the firſt awakenings out of a ſtate of 
fin, brings the ſinner to the foot of the 
croſs for "pardon, grace, and acceptance, 
and ſo lays the foundation of the Chriſtian 
building; but I am ſuppoſing the founda- 
tion already laid; and therefore intend here 
no more than humility, the Chriſtian grace, 
which alone keeps up as well as raiſes this 
ſpiritual houſe. And this I have called a 

juſt ſenſe and eſtimation of all things. 
I ſhall now ſhew you more particularly 

what I mean by it: more fully therefore, 

Humility hath placed the man in his 
right ſtation in the order of beings ; cauſ- 
ing him to regard himſelf as a creature of 
God's power and goodneſs, and a depend- 
ent upon his ſovereign will and govern- 
ment: and, in this connexion, hath taught 
him to know that, by his fins, the per- 
verſe rebeilion of his heart, and the wan- 
ton licentiouſneſs of his life, he hath dar- 
kened God's glory, diſturbed his govern- 
ment, abuſed his goodneſs, wearied his pa- 
tence, and provoked his juſtice io a de- 
ſerved ſentence of excluſion from reſt and 
Aa Bur then it hath diſpoled | Win . 
"EM Matth, . 3. 12 
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to ſee withal, that God's mercy is infinite, 
that Jeſus the Son of God is the meſſenger 
of unbounded peace and love, and lean- 
ing upon that [merciful loving-kindneſs, 
he hath learnt tFgrieve for thotk tranſgreſ- 
fions of his which made ſuch a contrivance 
of ſuffering goodneſs needful, and to apply 
thereto with an heart full of ſelf-loathing 
ſorrow.— He hath learnt to ſee himſelf 4% 
than the leaſt of all God's mercies; and 
therefore he is in a way wherein he re- 
ceives the very leaſt bleſſing with thankful- 
neſs and acknowledgment, and parts with 
it again when God fees fit, without mur— 
muring: a way wherein he quietly befrs 
the viſitations of God's hand, and patiently 
waits for the gifts of Providence and grace. 
Whatever he hath of endowment, wealth, 
or influence, he conſiders it is a truſt to 
be uſed for the intereſts of God, and the 
welfare of man. Of a lowly mind, he' is 
apt to eſteem others better than himſelf : 
he feels vanity and inſufficiency in every 
_ earthly thing; but knows, that there is an 
abundance of ſubſtantial bliſs, which he 
cannot now comprehend in the world 
Which ſhall be. In his paſſage through life 
to glory, he finds himſelf ſadly beſet with 

; nt NY and mighty adverfaries without, 
1 continually in danger of being betrayed 
by a treacherous heart within; he perceives 


himſelf 


world, an 
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himſelf without, all, fill to ohſeryve, and 


ſtrength to oppoſe, the one and the; other; . 


and experience hath told him, that, he muſt 


be overpowered, unleſs he be divinely ſup- 


ported. In a word, he fmds himſelf, a ſin- 


ful creature (and none he finds worſe than 


himſelf) a poor hel pleſs creature caſt upon 
mercy, and whoſe main bufineſs is, by 
God's help, to get out of tin and above this 
7 work out ſalvation, the eter- 
nal ſtate of holineſs and happineſs... 
This is what I mean by humility. This 1 13 


ſeeing with clear eyes, and making a right 
eſtimation and judgment of all tines. 


And even thus the new creature thinks and 
determines of himfelf, . He regards himſelf: 


as a ſinner deſerving death, whom mercy 
only ſuffers to live and hope. He regards 

himſelf as a creature ſubject to God's go- 
vernment, and as a ſinner in need of and 


liable to his corrections. With all obedi- 
ence he would ſubmit to God's rule; with 


. e Cie) W 


all patience and thankfulneſs he would en- 
dure his chaſtiſements. All that he hath- 
and is, he regards as . property, and 
to be employed to his glory: he regars 
heaven as a treaſure indeed; the delights - 
of time as a toy; and: the devil, the 
World, and the fleſh, as his adverſaries, oy 
. oppoſing his'entrance into life. N Te walks 5 
forward, impreſſed with a needful, fear, in- 
4. F 6 
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circumſtances of ſo much hazard, and ſo 
much! importance, as he plainly ſces his are, 
while in the body. — If you can ſay now, 


93 This i is the ſight and av have of my- 


. ſelf, and of the. things prefent and eter- 


nal ;” I may not withhold from you "nh 


truth and the hleſſedneſs of your ſtate; 

are, affuredly a new creature. This II al 
dite help you to prove, if you do upon 
ure grounds apply this humility to your- 


ſelf, when I ſhall come to ſpeak of the re- 


maining parts of this general deſcription. 


The careleſs ſinner is the very contrary 


of all this; and, J fear, a character too fre- 


quently to be met with. He hath his eyes 


* ſealed up, and his heart hardened, to a 
ſpiritual and eternal things. He may know 
that God made him ; but he lives entirely 
at his own will and pleaſure. He hath not' 
the leaſt thought of op diſhonour he is do- 
ing to his Maker; and very little reflexion 
he makes of the danger himſelf is in, and 
of the wrath which hangs'over him. 'He 
is more inſenſible to God's goodneſs. than 


he is to his juſtice ; and leaves God, Chriſt, 
and eternity, far above out of his fight. He | 
careth for none of theſe. things.; - he is a man 
e._ reckons 
gave. it him, 
doth he ohe imagine that he is but a ſtew- 
Ard. {Ready he is to Twell and triumph | 
"66 upon 


of the world. What he he 
his own; nor, inquiring W 


r — 8 n 


2 
_— 


Q. 9 


is, the larger his vanity. As be is un 
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upon every thing wherein he ſebrreth to 


himſelf to excel others; and the more 
abundant his wealth, knowledge, or power 

12 85 
ful for what God beſtows upon him, 6'he 
muſt have no croſs in his way: he frets and 
galls himſelf under corrective diſpenſa- 


tions; and doth nothing but murmur, and 
lie in impatience, till he ſee the end of his 
affliction. He hath not the ſmalleſt appre- 
henhon that the world is his enemy; all 


his views lying on this fide the grave. 


Give him his heart's content in the indul- 


gence of his body, and of his worldly proſ- 
pects, and let him withal enjoy his humour, 
he deſires no more: he will be ſailing down 


time very quietly, and be for the moſt part 


as much at his eaſe as if there were no 
death, nor eternity. 
But here the formalif will be ier ing; 


will be thanking God he is not as this man is; 


will be pleading his freedom from injuring 
others, his exactneſs in duties, his fair ſheto 
in the fleſh, having no groſs fin reſting on 
him; his benevolence. and good deeds. 
Tru, all this may be, and yet nothing 


right at the bottom: after all, you may 
have as little pretenee to humility as the 
apparently more careleſs ſinner. — Laut 


own that. vou are God's creature: but 
on not 1 3 10 za. finger z/ that you, 
have 
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have diſhonoured your Maker, abuſed his 
mercy and his patience, juſtly incurred his 
-wrath,. forfeited all title to the very leaſt 
bleſſing. at his hand; that you are ſuch a 
inner as to be unworthy of the very bread 
you eat. All this your unhumbled heart 
diſallows.. You cannot judge of yourſelf in 
this ſort, while you can ice none going be- 


E youd you in regularity, decency, and ſer- 


vices. Tou judge rather, that ſueh an one 


nàs you muſt be a peculiar favourite of hea- 
ven; that your converſation deſerves and 
demands ſome regard of your heavenly Fa- 
ther towards you; and confidently truſt 


upon your formal prayers, and alms, and 


faſlings, that they ſhall not be in vain. 


But, after all, Where, I pray you, is the 
defioxence hotwern the careleſs and yourſelf, 
as to the matter of humility * He thinks 
.not of his ſins; you deny yours, or excuſe 
them, or ſet up your good works as more 


than countervailing them. Leſs than: he 


you dread God's juſtice; nor is he more 
inſenßble than yourſelf 16 the riches of 
redeeming love. He values himſelf upon 


worldly endowments, which he trulybath ; 
vou boaſt of . ſpiritual, qualifications you 


have no pretence to. He and you are un- 


;thankful, fretful, and murmurers, alike. 


Equally ye are ſtrangers to all true ſorrow 


10 and hatred of fin; and white. he cares 


not 
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not about it, you do not fear left you ſhould 


fall into it. In a word, he is in ſubjection 
to earthly luſts, and you are inflayed. by 


ſecret pride, Surely then, when this mat- 
ter is ſifted, both he and you are the natu- 
ral man ſtill, notwithſtanding the different 
appearance ye make : for the new creature 
is humble; and, 


Secondly, His main buſt neſs in life is the 


care of his foul. The new creature, as his 


eyes are opened to a right eſtimation of 


himſelf and all things, ſo in conſequence 
hereof, he finds another employment upon 


his hands, from what men naturally think 
of, and from what the intereſts of this life 
Tem to demand. He makes a new and 


heavenly uſe of life, and all the things of 
it, and engages therein in a peculiar and 
reſerved manner : he is bufied about the 
| one thing needful, and he will make all other 
things ſubſerve thereto. All that he doth 


tends towards heaven; and every action of 
his life is tindtured with and hath the ſtamp 


of eternity. This one point he labours 
above all; by the grace of the ſpirit, to 
ſubdue and mortify more effectually, thoſe 
ſelfiſh, earthly, and carnal diſpoſitions, 

which corrupt nature hath given him; and 

toiconfirm' and firengthen thoſe gracious 
-difpoſitions of ſoul which will render him 

- Qualified for glory, Being born from above, 
0000 


life. 
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he ſeeketh the things which belong to God 


and his righteouſneſs; he lives by faith; 


what he ſecs not hath a prevailing influence 
with him, beyond all which he doth ſee. 
He regards life as a pilgrimage, and, like 
a ſtranger from his home, contends for the 
houſe which is eternal. Nor doth he 


mind any other thing lo much as the 


becoming meet for this inheritance of the 


ſaints. This is the buſineſs of the humble 
man upon earth. 


But the careleſs anner hath anaber fort 


of employment. He is for this world; 


and not an action of his life beſpeaks any 


higher regard. He knows no fears but 
| thoſe of want, ſickneſs, diſappoiatment, 
or diſgrace ; and his largeſt wiſhes are laid 
out ber ſecuriry and eaſe, grandeur and 
wealth, reputation and. reſpect. To pro- 
vide for indulgence, and to preſerve his 


health, to cover his head and clothe his 


| body, to enjoy his friend, lay up a ſtore 


for another day, and care for his family. 
Theſe are the higheſt and beſt things he 
has in view, the great concerns he has in 


[What Ln conſcience 5 oy Which 


way is your courſe directed? Are you la- 


bouring in the road that looks towards hea- E 


ven, or in the beaten path of the world? 


Are a0 entered 1 into the humble and he- 
e 


* 
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venly ſcheme and buſineſs? And what evi- 
dences can you produce that you are en- 
gagect in this new work? Surely you can- 
not be at a loſs to know. which hath moft. 
of your thoughts, care, and ſolicitude 


which you prefer, and are in fact moſt dili- 
gent to obtain, whether earthly or heavenly 
things. If your heart be right, and your 


mind renewed, your ſentiments are theſe: 


*©. Miſtaken man that IL was (you are think- 


„ ing) how vainly did I. once imagine 


* that 1 could not better employ my days 
© than, in procuring the full ſupply. of 
„% my wants; that I had no other enemy 
ce tocontend with but the confinement, de- 


« pendence, and various evils of circum- 
« ſtances too narrow; that I had no other 


good to purſue than that enlargement 


« of foxtune, which might render me my 
on maſter, furniſh me with what 1 


* ſhould defire, enable me, at a convenient 


« Sine of life. to. ft, down, at .my caſe, 


« and. be under obligation to none! But 


„then, God was little thought of; death 
and eternity were far away. Ah! nom 
ce that I ſee what I am, what lies before me, 


* and the work I have to do in a ſhort and 


* withal moſt uncertain day, I am even 


— 
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40 dangers, I ſhould wander from the right 


« way, the fubtle enemy ſhould take ad- 
vantage of me, and, cauſing me to of- 


* fend ſo good and gracious a F ather, draw 
4 down upon me his difpleafure.” Are 
theſe your ſentiments? Can you truly adopt 
them, and ſay, Thus I judge, and thus I 


live?“ But where are your proofs? Have 


you ſhaken off all groſs fins? Do they not 
even occafionally gain over your conſent ? 


Are you maintaining the ſpiritual war with 


the law of finwwhich is in your members, man- 
fully contending to bring every luſt into 
ſubjection to he law of Chriſt ? Are you got 
above the world? And when the matter is 
brought to. a fair trial, doth it appear that 
you value God's favour more than all man- 
ner of reputation, wealth, eaſe, and worldly 


comfort? Can your. diligence and impor- 


tunity in all holy employments witneſs for 


you that you defire the knowledge of God, 


and labour to walk W and Joyfully 
: before him , 


If you are the new creature, the approv- 


ing voice of conſcience makes anſwer with- 
in you, This is my ſtudy; herein I have 
and do exerciſe myſelf.” And you will be 
adding too, © But! ſadly come ſhort herein.“ 
I his you may. But the inquiry at prefent is, 


whether youare fincerelyaboutthis heavenly 


a 4 
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will eaſily ſee whether this or the next 


world doth bear the ſway with you. What 
think you of St. Paul? Doth not every thing 
you hear of him, his ceaſclets labour, his 


patience | in © tribulation, his undaunted 


boldneſs, and his unſhaken conſtancy ; 
doth not all this convince you, beyond ſuſpi- 


cion, that he was one of an heavenly diſpo- 
ſition, that he lived by faith and not by fight ? 
You fee St. Paul's courſe and way, what a 


general tendency he had towards God: and 


is yours under the fame direction; are you 


like-minded with him? But did you read in 


his hiſtory that this great apoſtle was ne- 


glecting his miniſtry, and paid little regard 


to the work he was ſent upon; did you find 
that he had been very earneſt to amaſs 


wealth; upon all occaſions was forward to 


entertainments and feaſtings, affected mens 
favour, wanted nothing ſo much as his eaſe, 
and to be beholden to no one; that he ſel- 
dom-thought of dying, being unwilling to 
part from the world? Did you read this of 
St. Paul inſtead of what ĩs told you concern- 


ing him, you would take no long time to 
deterinine” him a man, who, caring not for 
God, minded earthly things. If what hath 


been now ſaid of St. Paul may be faid of you, 
beſeech you to judge of yourſelf as you 


would have oa. of him in like circum- 


Frances 3 3. and conclude, that ſince you are 
nor 
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not about this new and heavenly bufineſs, 
but have your converſation in a worldly 
manner, you cannot be the new creature. 
Nor muſt the Formaliſt paſs without no- 
tice (the ſinner in diſguiſe) who appears 


like the new-ereature; ſeems to be very 


buſy in the work of heaven, is rid of groſs 
fins, and exact in hours and ſeaſons, in the 


ſervice of the knee and the mouth; and 


yet, after all, is a ſtranger to this new bu- 


ſineſs, hath never entered upon it, nor fo 


much as conceives what it means; fooliſhly 


conceiting that attendance is devotion, and 
form is religion. Truly fuch, whatever 
ſhew they may have of the new creature 


in times of ſolemnity, and in freedom from 


ſcandalous tranſgreſſions; yet, were the diſ- 
poſitions of their hearts, and their. vain and 


trifling way of life, when the taſk of 


[boaſted duties is ner upon their hands, 
carefully ſought out, would be found no- 


thing different from the ſeemingly more 


careleſs ſinner. If you ſhut up your at- 


tendance upon God, and your regard to the 


buſineſs of religion, in certain times and 
places, and are without a cuſtomary atten- 
tion to God in the ordinary offices of your 
Ration, and the employment of your every 


hour ; if, your publie or private worſhip- 


pings exce ted, you are even as others, Who 
light the ſolemn afſemblies, and ſpend na 


time 
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time with God in retirements, and yet are 
civil, courteous, humane, and decent; if 
you can diſcover berwixt them and yours, 
ſelf no manner of difference in temper and 
carriage, they and you ſeeking the intereſis 
of life, gay, and given to vanity, alike ; I 
muſt intreat you not to miſtake yourſelf 
tor one who is entered into the heavenly 
buſineſs, and is the new creature. His 
whole conduct is the very reverſe of yours; 
you remark that it is fo, and are ſecretly 
diſpleaſed with that exactneſs and ſeeming 
auſterity which appears to ! in all the 
arts of his demeanor. : 
The ſum of this is: The new creature 
being humbled, lives for the next world— 
while the careleſs ſinner, and with him the 
miſtaken formal profeſſor, are without all 
due feeling to ipiritual things, and labour 
for the life that now is. | 
To humility, and making the care of 
his ſoul the main buſineſs of life, the new 
creature adds, in the | 
Third place, 4 readineſs and certain pecu- 
liar forwaraneſs to this ſpiritual work. We 
hear often of this readineſs. Put? them in 
mind to be ready to every good work (p), 
ſays St. Paul: and the example of the ſame 
apoſtle will furniſh us with inſtances of it. 
In W rg the 1 importunity of alt his 
5 0 Tit. m. . 
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wee ping friends, too fondly beſeeching him 
to decline the danger that awaited him at 


| Jeruſalem, he ſays with a conſtancy and for- 


titude, which will not yield to any preſent 


_ conſiderations, I am ready not only to be 
bound, but to die alſo for the name of the 
Lord Feſus (9.) And again, he ſpeaks elſe- 


where of his readineſs to preach the goſpel at 
Rome (r.) Our Lord tells us of a readineſs 


of ſpirit; and we read, more than once, of 


a ready mind, Where this readineſs is not, 


there can be no ſincerity, no love, nor 
heartineſs. Would you account that ſer- 
_ vant faithful and well, affected to you, who 

is backward and unready to obey your or- 


ders? You expect the directions you give 


| ſhould be regarded with a becoming for- 
wardneſs. It is this qualification which 
endears to you your dependents, and per- 
ſuades you of the regard and affection they 


bear you, Juſt ſo the nero creature is pre- 
pared to the ſervice of God: he hath the 


 boins of his mind girt up for the heavenly 


work. He doth not put off God with pro- 


miſes, as the one ſon in the goſpel, who, 
when ſent to labour in the vineyard, ſaid, 7 


o, Sir; but went not: nor, like the other, 


_ doth he refuſe preſent duty, afterwards re- 
penting, and going. He is ready at the call 
ar Providence and N Obſerve bim in 


7 5 Akts xxi, 13. (4 Rom. i, . 


his 


— 


his courſe; how naturally he turns from fin 
and temptation, how eafily he falls in with 


He hath a quick eye to ſpy. out tempta- 


hazardous, he hath no heart to meddle 
| with. He is not apt to hold parley; to 


ſhall take when the leaſt thing finful lies 
| in his way: he determines immediately, 


k and declines the action at all adventures, 


in deſpite of perſuaſion, fear, and all man- 
ner 24 threatning conſequences, On the; 
other hand, he makes haſte to keep God's: 
commandments ; he. hath his 3 and 
tongue ready for every uſeful and honour- 
able work, according to his ability; he 
need not be invited to the houſe of God, 


cour the neceffities of his neighbours. In- 


and Whatever we do naturally we do rea- 
dily, and with willing forwardneſs. Where- 


be ready to the new: work, and in our way 
to heaven, ſhall; be reſolutely. and briſkly, 
car rns it "Wan both in u flriving againſt ſin 

within 
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all good. works, and all means of grace! 
tion; ſeeing danger where a thouſand others 


ſuſ⸗ pect no harm; and what he finds to be 


boggle and diſpute upon it which courſe he 


nor be called upon to communicate; his; 
heart is in his duty, whether it be to wait? 
upon God in his ordinances, or tO ſerve him | 
in his calling; to benefit the ſouls, or ſuc- 


a word, the new.;creature is a new nature g) 


fore, if the new nature be;in us, we ſhall 


— — — 
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within and without us, and in exerciſing 
ourſelves in all mander of good. If you 
have thought yourſelf the new creature 
hitherto, Ha have judged. that you are 
humble, and entered into the bufineſs of 
heaven, ſee if your converſation be accord- 
ingly, if you be ready in this new work. 

Bur if you have no heart to this work, 
putting off duties to another day, ready 
to debate which courſe you ſhall take when 
the danger of reproach, ſhame, or loſs 
threatens your ſtedfaſtneſs; if you have 
no edge and keenneſs to a good work; to 
uſe the means of grace (ſuppoſe) or to dif. 
tribute out of your abundance 3 but muſt 
be dragged and drawn to ſuch things; if 
pour ears are dull to a ſerious diſcourſe, 
your eyes heavy to diſcern both the ap- 
pearances of evil and the opportunities of 
uſefulneſs, and your feet flow to carry 
you from what is bad, and yet flower in 
their motion towards good employments:; 
if you are loitering, day after day, and 
neglect the heavenly work : it this be your 

caſe, whatever you have of freedom from 
ſcandalous iniquities, and whatever harm-f ; 
 leflneſs you may have to plead, it will pro- a. 

fit you nothing; but you are a. forbful ſer- ] neſs 

Dat, or rather you are a ſlave; you are bar 
forced upon duty, not fer upon it of incli- gi 
nation and choice, and cannot * regardec bom 
as 155 new creature. 

Ratheſ | 


U 
4. 
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Rather, yon incline to the way of the 
5 careleſs; but are conſined by a little flaviſh 
fear, whieh be is unacquainted with. He 
: | eaſy;dappy'/man! how expert and forward 
fis he to every thing which concerns his pre: 
ſent intereſt! How ready to pleaſures ! 
How at hand for carnal gratification! Here 
he joins in at once, without ſolicitation and 
intreaty. Any thing of this is the very joy 
of his heart: vanity, amuſement, wealth, 
company; and mirth, find him an obedient 
and moſt willing ſervant, ever prepared to 
wait upon them with a ready and glad at- 
tendance : but to do good, to pray, to 
hear, to ſpeak of a ſerious ſubject ;. O what 
a flugg wy is he1 how dull che employ- 
ment Hou burdenſome the taſk ! how te- 
dious the time! Truly he is out of his ele- 
ment; he likes it not; His ſoul loatheth 
this heavenly food t v3 ig e at 
Vou may ſee now yeter more evidently 
ts; ed üben by rhe readineſs of the new 
md} creature It is a walking in duty, juſt! as 
dur] the careleſs doth in ſin; exactly ſuch a 
om forwardneſs in heavenly things as he hath 
m- in earthlyg expfeſiy. boch à backwardneſs 
"04 to ſin und temptation: as he. . bath. to. holi- 
ſer-j neſs. and the» means of grace.“ It 1 i not 
are barely a ſaving a a man's ſelf from gro 

cli] quity (Which is the way, of the darm |) 
dec Juror de courl a all in 
not 
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not only (with the formal) a ſhew of well - 
doing, but an addreſs, diligence, and 
heartineſs to the heavenly work 
And yet to complete the Whole f this 
general character, there muſt be, 
Fourthly, An hunger after grotuth in this 
Heavenly bufineſs. 1 have intimated what 
this new work is, and hope-you underſtand 
it to be this: A contention with the power 
of fin in us; that is, with our: luſt or evil h 


diſpoſitions, which are in us by corrupt 1 | 
nature, and have grown ſtrong by cuſtom 1 
and compliance; and a like contention * 
alſo with every fruit of this corruption . 
in our lives, be it great or little. This | ©” 
conflict, with ſin is one part of the work, 1 


And the other is, the confirming thoſe new .. 
diſpoſitions or tempers which are infuſed .. 
into us by the grace of Chriſt, when by .. 
faith we are united to him; and which fail . 
not to ſhew themſelves in all holy conver- . 
ſation in the out ward carriage. Theſe diſ- .. 
poſitians are, in ſcripture-language, called 4 
the new heart or ſpirit, as being the oppo- . 
ſites to the natural frame and diſpoſition of 
our ſouls. Now to grow in this work of «"( 
mortifying fin, and confirming the power of .. 
godlineſs in. the ſpul, he Whois the ne .. 8 
This our Lord himſelf calls hungering and | 
—_ thirſling;. by which be gives -us-to-under- E. t 
e . | 1 nd, "iſp 
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ſtand, that as much as the perſon who is 
hungry or thirſty, longs after and craves 
the refreſhments. of meat and drink, even 
ſo doth the true chriſtian deſire freedom 
from ſin, and the more perfect renewal of 
His heart. hs 
Now if you are tlie ace creature, you 
are no ſtranger to this holy and ſpiritual 
hunger and thirſt; you are inwardly ſtrait- 
ned about your work till it be finiſhed. 
Inſomuch that ſhould God give you. your 
heart's defire ; ſhould he bid you, as he 
did Solomon, Aft what 1/hall give thee; your: 
anſwer would be, without the leaſt delay 
or heſitation, Give me, O God, out of 
thy bountiful goodneſs, that which. I 
4 ce 5 155 chooſe hefore the honours of a 
* thouſand worlds: give me an heart free. 
all from ſin, that I may never more offend; | 
« thee ! Deliver ce from the remainders: 
0 © of corruption that dwell in me; mortify 
u all the pride, worldlineſs, and luſt; which) 8 
ll ſtill defile my ſoul; ; bring every thought: 
c e jnto ſubjection; yea deliver me from the 
oe whole body of fin ; but eſpecially, O my 
5 God, kill and deſtroy my peculiar cor- 
ce ruption, that malicious enemy I carry in 
© my heart, which cruelly-enflaved, and ſtilt 
** obſtinately beſets me; conſume, and cauſe 
nd, eit to periſh utterly, And, heavenly Fa- 
© ther, ſince thou haſt made me bold to 
; 18 before thee, I wil require at thy 
Ga OO hand 
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9 hand ſuch. a ſpirit as thou wilt delight 


* in. O fill my heart with love towards 


© thee ; with ſubmiſſion, dutifulneſs, zeal 


i for thy glory, and every other diſpoſi- 


© tion which can render me fit for thy ſer- 


« vice here, and for thy preſence for 20885 
Jay now, doth your heart cry Amen to this 


petition? If not, you are no new creature. 
Ad if you are the new creature, your moſt 


fervent, conſtant requeſt before the throne 


of grace, is this very thing, That God, by 


his grace, will free you more and more from 


the power of fin, and promote in you the 


power of godlineſs, 16 fitting you contin- 
ually for his preſence and everlaſting king- 


dom. For, you know, God hath bid 
ou aſk this, and hath promiſed to grant 


Moſt expreſly doth He aſſure us, 


| — our requeſts for the renewing in- 


fluences of the ſpirit ſhall - be heard, 


through whoſe merits we may approach 
God with boldneſs : Tour heavenly Father 


will give the holy ſpirit to them hy aſk (5). 


Do you aſk this, therefore, with an un- 


wearied importunity, looking that your 


fuir-be granted ? You do not indeed Hunger 
and thirſt' after righteouſneſs, if you do not 
thus importunately aſk it, or are content 
and l fatisfied when you ſee not that you re- 
&elve growth in it. Doth then a defire of 


(9) 1 Luke xi, I * 


| growth 


n 


23 


Serm. 5. 7, he Believer a new Creature, 125 


growth in grace make you diligently to 
pray ? And doth prayer keep up: and im- 
prove watchfulnets againſt ſin, and a deſire 


to pleaſe God upon your heart? Theſe are 


the immediate fruits of prayer: and if 


this frame of. mind grows upon vou, you 
may be ſure that the power of godlinefs 


is ſpringing up under it. Without ſuch 
prayer, and ſeeking ſuch fruits from it, 
you may not judge that you have the ſpi- 
ritual hunger and thirſt, nor conſequentiy | 


are the new creature. 
But do you ſeem to yourſelf to be well 


enough already? Are you ſatisfied with 
your preſent meaſure? Are you in a way 
wherein you think you need not growth 
in this new work ? And are you without 
| hearty defires of improvement therein? Do 
months and years pats over you, find and 
leave you at the ſame ſtand in religion, 


and yet you are well content with yourſelf? 


1 muſt be free to aſſure you, you are quite 
out of the way. You.never humbly and 
| heartily entered upon the chriſtian buſineſs; 
or if you did feemingly ran a little, you 


have been hindered; you have this day no 


life in you; like a dead man, you have 


loſt your appetite; and whatever you may 


ſeem, you are but a formal profeſſor. For 


ſee you not, that a conſtant, earneſt deſire 


and endeavour to carry onward the work, 


83 he 
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the whole work of righteouſneſs ; ſee you 


not, that fuch a defire and endeavour to get 
above every ſin, and to grow in every 
grace, is as evidently the effect of a truly 


humbled, renewed, and heavenly mind, as 
a defire and endeavour to amaſs wealth is 
the effect of covetouſneſs ? He is not co- 


vetaus who, content with what he hath, 


_.defires not, nor labors to be rich: nor are 


you a new creature, who, reſting upon the 

preſent flock of holineſs, conceit you have 

attained, and are not ſolicitous for more. 
But obſerve now the hunger of the 


_ careleſs finner; and ſurely the defire of the 
Formaliſt is like his! He hungers not for 


righteouſneſs, but for indulgence, wealth, 


- honour ; all his appetite is for ſome carthly 
thing. And the more he enjoys of it, the 
keener he grows upon it; ſtill running far- 
ther from God, daily filling up the meaſure 
of his iniquities, and heating the furnace 
of God's wrath yet hotter againſt him, 


What hath been faid may ſerve, it is 
hoped, tO give ſome general notion of the 


new creature's character, and this, with the 


more diſtinction and uſefulneſs, as it hath 


been ſet in oppoſition to the character of 
the careleſs ſinner, and ſeparated and diſt in- 
5 guiſhed from the falſe ſhew of the formalift. 


And, for the preſent, we will part with 


ibis! ſhort obſervation ; ; that theſe two cha- 


. raeters 
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racters (for in reality they are no more) 
have a directly different tendency. The one 
of them leads upward, every thing draws to- 
wards heaven; in that all the views and 
purſuits center, and in that it will gloriouſly 
iſſue. The other is altogether earthly, and 
bent downwards. And where will that end? 
O, ye too eaſy wretches, would God ye 

might lay it to heart! If God be true, it 
will aſſuredly end in eternal damnation, 
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SERMON vi. 


The Believer a new Creature. 


Conv; 17. 


F any man be in Chriſt, he is a nete creature. 


AM willing to hope, that what hath 
been generally advanced in the former 
ſermon upon the charatter of the new crea- 
tire, hath ſerved to ſhew you its peculiar 
and ſpiricual way and manner; and alſo ex- 
cited a becoming importunity to ſee it 
more perfectly and exactly drawn, to the 
end that, with more attention, you may 
trace out its features, and diſcover with 
greater certainty, if the lineaments of it 
are to be found upon your ſoul, _ 
Let us follow then, the ſtrong and very 
vifible lines in which the ſcripture paints 


this man wr Cort if, within and without, And, 
G 5 Firſt, 
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Firſt, Let me lay open to your view the 


fate of his mind. Now the ſoul of man 


hath, eſpecially, three more eminent powers 
or facultics; widerftanding, will, and gffec- 
tions 2 the offices of which are, that of the 
underſtanding, to think, apprehend, and 
judge of the things which lie within our 
reach; that of the w:1/ to determine and 
chooſe what hath, appeared to be good and 
eligible in the deciſion of the underſtand- 
ing; and the buſineſs of the affections is, 
to {pur and quicken us both to judge and 
chooſe, and alſo to carry our determina— 


tions into action. Now, through the fall, 
all theſe are put into diforder, or rather are 
drawn a wrong way. They are not indeed 


deſtroyed, but they are corrupted : they 


remain the ſame powers they were before, 
though turned, as to their diſpoſition and 


employment, to the moſt bate and diſho- 
nourable uſes. As to ſpiritual things, the 
principal of which are the ever-bleſied God 
and the happineſs of communion with him, 
which are the proper objects for a reaſon- 
able ſoul. to lay itſelf out upon: as to theſe, 


there is a blindneſs and darkneſs in our un- 


derflandings ; we know them not, nor feel 


the weight of them, with any ſuitable ; im- 


preſſion, nor care to buſy our thoughts 
about them; while the things of tenſe 


do very naturally and eaſily engage our 


TROUT, 
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thoughts, and carry away our attention, 
In contequence of this, the will is directed 
on the one hand to refuſe ſpiritual, and on 
the other to chooſe viſible things. And fo 
of courſe our affections are engaged in puſh- 
ing us on to purſue ſuch preſent things 
only as the blind judgment propoſes to 
us, and the perverted will fixes upon us. 
The underſtanding of the natural man is an 
ill guide; it performs not its affice aright; 
doth not diſcover where true happineſs 
lies; but, in determining thereon, blindly 
| decides for the prefent life and ſenſual 
gratifications. The will, in conſequence, 
chooſes that which the underſtanding re- 
preſents to it as good, and fits down intent 
upon enjoyments, which are merely of a 
7 worldly or bodily nature: upon which the 
affections, the faithful ſervants of theſe 
higher powers, beſtir the whole man induſ- 
triouſly to reach after thoſe miſtaken; de- 
5 ceirful gratifications, which the blind judg- 
Fe ment hath approved, and the teuuced will 
B hath made its choice. Hence it is that we 
| find in us ſuch a deadneſs either to fee or 
feel ſpiritual things, and ſuch a drawing 
| WW towards the things about us, even when 
_ the ſoul is renewed, and theſe powers of it 
turned the tight way; ' when' the under- 
ſtanding is enlightened with the knowledge 
of God, ; the will ehdoſts him as the chiefeſt 
5 goodg 
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good, and the affections force us with an 
holy importunity towards him. Corrupt 
nature ſtill makes oppoſition, and, like a 
ſtrong tide ſetting againſt the rower, checks 
the freedom of our way, nor will ſuffer us 
to gain any ground but by inceſſant labour. 
Thus it is at beſt, while the violence of 
this ſtream of corruption bears the gene- 
rality of mankind down along with it. 


From ſubmiſſion to this, ariſes that ſtrange 


forgetfulneſs of ſpiritual things, that de- 
plorable diſregard of eternal intereſts, that 
living without God, ſo common in the world; 


whillt every faculty of the ſoul is warmly 
engaged in the purſuits of ſenſe, even ſo as 


to mind them only, and day by day grows 
more confirmed in averſion to Ggd, and 


ſinks faſter and deeper into carnality. 


Such is the ſtate, and ſuch are the con- 
ſequences, of the corruption of man's na- 


ture: thus are the powers of our ſouls 


perverted and abuſed. But the new (rea- 


ture hath, in ſome meaſure, recovered the 
right aſe of all theſe. faculties; and, by 
the operation of divine grace, they are re- 
. ſtored to their proper offices; God is 
known, and choſen, and ſought after with 
ecarneſtueſs. — Thus much in general. I 
come now tò be more plain and particular, 


and to ſhew you the nezw creature in the ap- 


of 
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of his will, and 1 in the exerciſe of his affec- 
Zons. | 185 


1. The aber bande of the new, grea- 
ture hath a peculiar and different appre- 


henſion, and forms another ſort of judg- 
ment concerning all things, from what 


the 2 finner or the deluded formaliſt 
hath, or is apt to do- The natural many 
faith St. Paul, receiveth not the things of the 
fpirit of God; for they are fool "neſs anto 
him ; neither can he know them, becauſe they 
are ſpiritually diſcerned. But he that is ſpi- 
ritual, judgeth or diſcerneth all things (t). 


There is a ſpirituality, an humble and hea- 


venly tincture, in all the apprehenfions of the 
neto creature; whereas there is a Carnal 
turn, a ſelf- ſufficiency and earthlineſs in 
thoſe of the natural man, whether he be 


formal or careleſs. We wall illuſtrate this 


in ſome particulars. 
With regard to the perfeftions and preſence 15 
of the bleſſed God. — The new creature is 
poſſeſſed with an awful apprehenſion of the 
Majeſty of God; ſees and heartily approves. 
the eternal power and infinite wiſdom by 
which the mighty Lord r4leth over all; con- 
fiders him in ſupreme ſovereignty, üfting 
up the ſword of unavoidable and exact Jule | 
tice over the univerſe, to conſtrain and 
(pouring out with a boundleſs, gracious. 
hand, bleſſings and happineſs) to reward 
v5 (1) 1 Cor. i ii. 145 15. 
obedience, 
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if _ obedience. He beholds and acquieſces, 
and his foul cries within him, Worthy art 
ll thou, O God, to reign, thou almighty King ! J 
i tremble and rejoice before thee !-—The goodneſs 
ll and mercifulneſs of God he regards with in- 
1 expreſſible approbation : goodneſs willing 
1 to make happy, and mercy ſparing to con- 
1 ſume a world of rebels; mercy pardon- 


ing, and goodneſs embracing penitent apoſ- 
| tates! Such tender, ſuch dwine love, what 
18 ſentiments of delight and gratitude doth it 


"8 
il! _ raiſe within him !—While he views the pa- 

0 tience of God, the wonderful ſcene of for- 

1 | 

1 bearance which he ſees daily exerciſed to- 

Wil _ wards ſinful creatures; beholding how 

1 - God is provoked every day; how the inſo- 

„ lence of tranſgreſſors calls down vengeance; 
"if and yet, how God fits and conſiders it with f 
. a majeſtic ſerenity and compoſure, and with a 
. an immoveable dignity endures it; nor b 
1188 O | 
Z with the beſom of deſtruction ſweeps at I 


ll] once into hell the whole race of evil-doers : 
UW - Ccoveredwithſhaime for the hardneſs of him- WM 1 
| - felf and others, all his ſoul ſtands amazed, 


| : and magnifies the myſterious, incomprehen- 
" | fible God.— But that which brings all his 
il views of God home to him, is his pecu- 
har apprehenſion of the Divine Preſence. 
l ® 1 He ſees him who is invifible ; tees him fill 
ing all things; finds himſelf zaked and open 


Mil to God's _ e dy him behind 
1 and 


- 
7 
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and befor e, the very ſecrets of his heart un- 
folded to him. Nor does he draw back 
from God; he rejoices in God's preſence 
with him, and is careful, above all things, 
to improve it. It is his only conſolation that 
God is near him; a Being ſo gracious, and 
mighty, and good; ſo able and willipg to 
cure all his diſeaſes, and to ſoothe and lanc- 
tify all his griefs. 

The apprehenſions of the ee creature 
concerning God are, (you muſt not omit 
to obſerve) all Humble: there is a mixture 
of the · dependent, the ſinner, the child of 
God, and the ex pectant of glory, which 
goes with them. 

But the natural man, whether he in a 
manner forgets God, or hath ſome ſhew of 
acquaintance with him; yet is altogether 
a ſtranger to ſuch humble and becoming 
| apprehenfions of the Divine Majeſty, good- 
nels, patience, and preſence. © 

| The careleſs ſinner, you know, hath ſer 
| up his idols in his heart; vanity, intereſt, 
and luſt are the gods he ſerves. Upon 
theſe he is dependent; and from the grati- 


— 


fications of them he expects all his hap- 
pineſs: hence the God of heaven is ex- 


| cluded. Not that he hath no apprehenſion 
of him at all, Alas! he is ſometimes ſo 


apprehenſive of his power, majeſty, and 
Wirten eye, that he cannot be caly and 
| - mt 


. 
—— 
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at peace. An apprehenſion he hath of 


it; he tem at the thought, and wiſhes 
from his inmoſt ſoul there were no ſuch 


prehenſion he hath too of God's goodneſs 
and mercifulneſs ; but how unrelenting and 


God, to harden himſelf in finning againſt 


Look to it; you ſhall. find that I have 


through your heart, and poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves of you, although through the wan- 


God's dominion ; he cannot gainſay the too 
evident truth, but he ſecretly diſapproves 


Being to controul and trouble him. An ap- 


impious the conclufion he would needs draw 
from it, while from hence he takes to him- 
ſelf a freedom and licence to commit and 
continue in fin, inſtead of melting into 
ſhame and ſorrow upon the thought and 


remembrance of abuſed goodneſs and 
| ſlighted mercy !—Juſ ſo alſo he apprehends 


of God's patience: becauſe God delays to 
ſtrike and avenge himſelf, he ſets his hears i | 
fully to do evil (u); every way labouring to 
turn the grace of God into licentiouſneſs, and il | 
taking occaſion from the very perfections ot Ml } 

\ 


him. Horrible imagination! Touwould not h 
thus deal with God you verily judge! But h 


by far the moſt of you o; even every ove ff 


among you that abideth in known ſin. 


ſpoken the 7 deſires which have paſſed 


tonneſs of your ways, and almoſt total for- 


1 Fefark X viii. 11. 
getfulnels 
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getfulneſs of God, you may not have noted 
them. Indeed how ſhould you note them 
while you have ſo little apprehenſion of 
God's preſence, that you live without him 
in the world, diſengaged from all thought 

of his nearneſs to you, unleſs when una- 
voidably you muſt reflect a moment, that 
there iq a God that judgeth the earth (x); 

when either you are in the way of hearing 
his threatnings, or are ſuffering his correc- 


| tions, or are made to ſee his providences! 


Nor are the apprehenſions of the formal 
profeſſor any thing different from yours, 
concerning the perfections and preſence of 

God. A ſpeculative, and (if I may fo call 
it) a traditionary knowledge of God, a con- 
formity to modes of worthip, and the ex- 
ternals of religion, may make a man 
ſtrangely to miſtake himſelf; and he may 
be ready to take. it for granted that all is 
well, though; there be in truth nothing of 
humility in all the apprebenſions which he 


| hath of God. You arg often, upon your 


knees I allow; but had you not rather 
(might it ſo be) that you were left to your 
own government and direction, to do as 
vourſelf ſhould pleaſe, nd it may be, to be 

ſceure'of an eternal pelfefton in the gratifſi- 


445 1 45900 N 1 . 
ter, and diſengaged, from the ſubmiſſion 
= Pfale lyiii. 11% ir 
e bps which 


cations of this life, Aue your op maſ- 


— 
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which now you ſee yourſelf obliged to pay 
to God? Is there not ſomewhat in this pro- 
poſal with which you'could heartily ac- * 
quieſce? And if fo, what avails it that you |} * 
pay God never ſo many compliments? Still D 7 
you arè the very reverſe from the new crea- 
ture in your apprebenſions about the Divine f. 
Majeſty. And ſo alſo, though you may talk “ 
never ſo finely and never ſo frequently of 65 
God's goodneſs and mercifulneſs; yet hath not t 
the one or the other taught you to loathe ©! 
yourſelf for your'iniquities, and your heart all 
to rife againſt fin with a fincere and loyal ou 
indignation : Juſt the contrary: fin and, 
you are well reconciled ;' and you would as 
_ willingly continue in the practice of it as 
the careleſs and more eaſy finner, were youfanõ 
not afraid. The patience of God hath nei- 
ther wrought with him nor you, to lamentÞ*2d 
your hardneſs and impenitency under it ro- 
but inſenfible to God's forbearance, youſ'* © 
are preſumptuous, and he is ſecure, Th er 
apprehenfion you have of God's preſence” \ 
affects you not with any delight; you know 191 
not What communion' with God means ith 
and the reſtection, that God is near, whild”!!j 
it troubtes and terriftes the careleſs, dot P eff 
not pleaſe you. In à word, the only diffespul i 
rence between you in this reſpect is, tha 
formality hath blinded yon, and Toft hath haf: 
dened him; both of you arc DORN S Na 
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hates God, and flies from him; you dread 
God, and pay him a forced attention: His 
apprehenfions of God are full of diſlike 
and terror, and yoxrs are without love and 
reverence, | Fa Woe 
There is then (you ſee) the wideſt dif- 
, | ference between the new creature and the 
c | natural man, in their apprebenſions of God. 
£ Vimſelf: the apprehenſions of the new crea- 
jt | ture are peculiar to him; and the like pe- 
\e | culiarity is obſervable in his judgment of 
rt all other things —We will endeavour to ſet 
al out a few of them in one view. . 
Miib regard to Chriſt, The nete creature 
judges him the way, the truth, and the liſe; 
edmires his potber and ability to ſave; views 
ou and reviews with ſacred ſatisfaction, the vic- 
dei-Itories he hath gained for man upon earth, 
eniſznd the gifts and graces he now diſpenſes 
it From his throne in heaven; conſiders him 
volk the Lord of all things, and Author of 
The verlaſting ſalvation; and knowing the ut- 
fend er want he has of ſuch a Teacher, Sa- 
non iour, aud Lord, fixes his eye upon him 
ans [1th loyal and complacential regard. With 
vhilg11-perſuaſon of Chriſt's fitneis every way 
dot effect the deliverance of fallen man, his 
giffepul is drawn unto him, and cries out, My 
thalord and my God !—With regard to the ſpi 
allt. Aware of the perverſe inclination of 
d: As nature, and convinced of his-own-inſuf= 
V 


4 40 The Believer a new Creature. Serm. 6, 


 ficiency to attain the leaſt meaſure of that 

| purity of heart which ſhall lead him to the i | 
| fight of God, he apprehends the need he has 

90 this Divine Illuminator, Guide, and Com- 

forter; regards him as the Lord and Giver 

| - of life; approves, with wonder and thank- 

= fulneſs, his unſeen agency upon the ſouls 

of men, admires his fitnefs for theſe of- 

| tices as God, and bleſſes his condeſcenſion, 

| that he ſhould prepare himſelf a temple in 

8 the hearts of his polluted creatures, Jig 

| regard to fin. Looking upon the bleſſed 

| God, he judges of it as that which defiles 


Bis ty, and'would dare to attempt his 
throne ; as what perverts all the gracious 
contrivances of infinite wiſdom, neither t 
ſuffering the Maker to inherit his glory, 
nor the thing made to proſper and be hap- 
| Py : he ſees divine purity abominating it, and 
divine goodneſs abuſed by it; juſtice moſt 
1 rißgghteouſly lightening upon it with ine xor 
| able vengeance, and mercy only infinite ca 
pable of forgiving it: he ſees a troop of the 
1 ny deformed monſters couched © unde 
OO every act of it; inſolent rebellion, ſtupic 
3 inſenſibility, ſtubborn undutifulneſs, for 
=: hg ingratitude, and odious defilement 
he ſees miſery following upon its heels 
and acknowledges how equitable God is.! 
| "all the preſent and approaching ills whicFFher 
3 either nowꝗ. betide or hereafter await it. H 
| you! f 8 | | ; Fee, View 
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views it with -ſe]f-reproach, nor can ex- 0 
| preſs the loathſome fight he is in his own 
eyes. With regard to God's law. The 
new creature reads therein the undoubted 
duty of man to God; approves the purity 
of ſoul it enjoins; and therefore that like- 
neſs of God it would reſtore the heart to 
admires it, becauſe it is ſtrict and exalted; 
nor could like it ſo well, were any thing 
of what others eſteem ſeverity remitted. 
Juſt as it is, and becauſe it is holy, juſt, and 
good, he loves it: nor can he think without 
che higheſt complacency, of the dignity he 
ſhall be advanced to, when he ſhall fully be 
gel transformed into It—Hith regard to Provi- 
% fence. Not only in God's viſible and mag- 
ap- nificent works, which gloriouſly diſplay to 
nd him the divine wiſdom and power; nor 
\offÞf again in thoſe tremendous and myſterious 
cor ways by which God hath directed all 
cal chings, from generation to generation; 
td not only in theſe general manifeſtations doth 
ade he acknowledge God; but with a peculiar 
upih and fubmiſſive regard doth he obſerve God 
fora the particular and fatherly government 
entwhich is exerciſed towards himſelf, He 
jeellowns bis hand in the viſitations both of chaſ- 
is Mtiſement and proſperity, © ſeeing love in 


chiꝗ them both. Confirmed he is that his ſoul | 
t. Hips God's ſpecial care, while with grateful” 


View 


vonder he reflects upon God's forbearance 


i 
14 
1 
1 


| 
1 
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and gentleneſs towards him, the wiſe and 


met with from him; in a word, the long, 
and watchful diſcipline which an affection- 


becauſe it is the ſentence of the Moſt High 


liberty. He pays a ſolemn and ſtedfaſt at- 


With regard to heaven.—Biefled Region! 


706; dwelling! where all the family of love 


ſtrange means and- contrivances God hath 
uſed with him, the kind diſappointments, 
and moſt inviting encouragements he hath. 


ate provideace hath exerciſed upon him.— 
Huh regard to death. He reverences it, - 


againſt a rebellious world; and yet he ac- 
quieſces in it, as the meſſenger of life and 


tention to it; neither ſeeing it advancing, 
him with frigbt, nor with unconcern : 
the. thought of it is near, and abides with 


deep impreſſion upon his mind. He wiſhesto he 
be more reconciled to it; yea, even to long 
for its approach. Meantime, he lives in 
the fight and expectation of this deciſive 
event, adviſed of its uncertainty; but aſ- M*? 
ſured that by and by. he ſhall be brought to e 
the houſe appointed fe all living (y). As every 
advancing day brings it nearer, he feels the 


impreſſion more intercſting, important, and 
abiding ; he feels time grow more valuable, 
and lite becoming continually more vain,— 


All his ſoul cries within him, „ Peaceful 


* meet and abide; Where God, the render 
00 Job XXX. 23. | | 
1-3 arker 
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« Father reigns, pleaſed at the joy and hap-, 
« pineſs he gives to his ſons. and daughters; 
« where Chriſt, the well beloved Son, the, 
ce Kindeſt Maſter, the deareft Brother, de- 
« lights himſelf in his elect; where ever, 
faichful angels worſhip; and ſaints, ſaved, 
and reſtored, for ever ſing their grateful 
praiſes. Eternal, Houſe ! which time ſhall 
not deſtroy ; whoſe foundations are the 


< immoveable perfections of the God that 


i 


*. a * 
5 * 


| 
H joy, and yet delighting ſtill, as if never 


1 % taſted!“ Thus he cries in the views of 
0 heaven; and all elſe with him is avowed. 
0 vanity. Defect, decay, uncertainty, and 


ſunfitneſs, are evidently ſtamped upon all 
arthly grandeur, wealth, and pleaſure, in. 
mis apprehenſions of them; fſince he is 


FY grown ambitious, of a. perfect, enduring, 
* interrupted, noble, and rcaſonable hap- 
eng ineſs, ' which God hath in ſtore for them, 


ell, the place provided by infinite juſtice. 
or inners.; 3 the puniſhment which a righ- 
| {ous vengeance hath prepared; the wages. 
| ful If ſin, and the very conſequence of it! This, 

Ware of darkneſs and miſery, he regards 


* changeth not! Valuable zreaſure / which. 
neither moth can corrupt nor thief ſteal! | 
Pleaſure fatisfying to the fulleſt tides of 


hat love him. ish regard to hell l/h. . 


ith a continual and confirmed abhorrence, 
d learns, from the fight he has of its AGEs 


| r44 The) {Bile AW $i 6. 


What wondrous depths of bein g Uoth'he 


_ exerting all his powers to reach after it, he 


new creature about theſe important . 
Poſ⸗ 


upon thyſelf, and many of theſe thoughts 


rors, frigns e devoutly to hate that ſig bleh 
forces the Father of metcies ſo fear ully to 
correct, ſo infinitely to puniſh his own Crea- 
res. He fees it, and Tyſpe&ts his keps, ! kf 
ity ſhould have any tendency towards it; 5 
views giddy multitudes dancing gaily 
the brink we it, and trembles at the Fordble 
view.— Finally, With regard 10 eternity. 


find in this one word! Ten thoutzad ages 
are juſt nothing in compariſon; and when 


adds ten millions more, and doubſes' and 


redoubles the account; ſtill he finds chat J 


he advances not, and inks under thevaſt Þ ' 


and eumbrous thought. Full of this im- © 
preſſion, he is either pleaſed or trembles as 4 
he ſees or ſuſpects his title to happineſs 1 


therein: the days of man are ſhrunk 1 into 
the abidance of a moment, 1 into the re fi 


membrance of Yeſterday that is AR d 0 


with a pilgtim's haſty Utiaffected; eye, he 2 
regards the things if this life,” 7 200 
Such as theſe are the apprebenfions of the 


in this manner he judges of them. 
fibly thou haſt never made ſuch reflections 


may be new to thee: but if Reskrily thou 


doſt conſent to them, now they Are told of 
thee : ; ir! it be in this bumble Way, that thou} fro 


Judge 
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fanding to thy heart, and if thou canſt an · 
ſwer, ““ 


5 
i 
) 
1 ply this deſcription of the renewed under- 
8 
5 « opened to me views, with which I rea- 


5 « dily agree; they correſpond with the tem- 


| © per and tone of my ſoul, which reliſhes, 
e: © and is in harmony with ſuch kind of ap- 
in | © prehending :” trouble yourſelf no far- 
108 ther; it is well with your ſoul. Neither 
the formal nor the careleſs can join with 
at you in one the leaſt of all theſe things. 


at | Say, ye formal profeſſors, who ſeem to be 


n. the ſervants of God, and are not; whoſe 
45 attendance upon hours and places of devo- 
es tion with ſcrupulous diligence beſpeaks, 
"to | it were to be imagined, the deepeſt impreſ- 


your fouls : ſay, do you judge in this man- 
ner? Alas! all your apprehenſions are but 


you, wp; a judgment light and unſettled, 
and which bears no prevailing influence in 
the beatt. Your views of all theſe things 
ire without dne reverence," and you ſet up 
a title'ro them, which is not founded in 
hutmtiation, but pride. Vdu know Jeſus 


from 'the boſom of bis Father, and is gone 


-- ..; unto 


| judgeſt of the concerns of God and thy ſoul 
as far as thou knoweſt them; this is the. 
proof that thou art the ve creature. Ap- 


Thus and thus T judge; you have 


ſion of theſe ſpiritual things abiding upon 


ſpeculative and curious; a knowledge puſſing I 


to be the Son of God; that he came forth | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
3 
| 
j 
| 
: 
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unto him e but you regard, you ſpeak, 
im with an heart unacquaint- 


you think of 
ed with the endearments of gratitude, and 
. by the profuſion of his redeem- 

love, You know that he was upon 
8515 and js in heaven; but judging not 


that your ſins have brought ruin upon your. 
head, which you cannot eſcape, but by, 


betaking yourſelf to his protection, you 


read of him with indifference, and hold no 


daily intercourſe with him as the very life 


and food of your ſoul.— Lou will be talk- 


ing, I know, of grace and ſanctification 
through the "ſpirit; will be taking up the 


words of the new creature, and intreating, 
as it would ſeem, that the grace of God 
might be with you always, that God would 


not withhold or take the holy ſpirit from 
you. However, you have not diſcovered 


the corruption of your own heart; how 
far removed your ſoul is from God and ho- 


lineſs ; you know not therefore your wants 
and your weakneſs; ready in your own 


ſtrength to encounter all oppoſition, be- 
cauſe you are ignorant of the power of fin 
which dwells and reigns within you; and 


therefore you do but call upon the ſpirit to 


give you the ſtrength which you do not 


* 
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perceive you need, to; heal the diſeaſes of | 


your ſoul, which you do not complain of, or 
bowl in atheleaſt Wee or eee And 
ſee 
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| ſee then what vain and unſettled apprehen- 
1 © ſons youhaveofthis divine AuthorandGiver 
of all light, and love, and comfort. — And 
n how is it you judge of fin ? You diſdain 
t | ſcandalous vices; cannot endure knavery, 
ir © drunkenneſs, or lewdnels : but even theſe 
V. you abhor only from cuſtom, and the 
a judgment of the world. Do you hate fin 

o | becauſe God doth; becauſe of the diſhonour + 
ce it brings upon his government; becauſe of 
its ingratitude and real filthineſs in the pre- 
in | ſence of a gracious Father and pure God? 
ne Do you hate every fin? the pride, ſtub- 
g, bornneſs, and unbelief of your own heart, 
>d as well as the groſs fins of others, which 
1d you fo continually reprobate ? Alas! all 
m your judgment concerning ſin is but world- 
ed ly, outward, and reſpecting others, your 
y © own tranſgreſſions you can pals over lightly, 
count little of them, and be well content if 
you can force a tear in the remembrance 
of ſome blacker paſſages of your life, when 
| the decency of ſome more folemn action 
| would ſeem to demand it from you.--Would 
you chooſe God's law if you might avoid 
it? Do you not take offence at it? Are 
you not willing to believe it is not fo ſtrict 
and exact as yet you cannot but ſuſpect 
it to be - Vou would have more room 
and indulgence given you; cannot digeſt 
che nicety and exaftneſs it enjoins ; would 

| H 2 Mie prefer- 


r48 The Believer due Creature. Serm. 6. 


prefer a religion that was more eaſy, which 
would not require ſo much atit dance. 


You regard God's law with a certain ſecret 


averſion to it, and all the obedience you 


pay it is againſt the grain. The providence 
of God; have you a diſcerning eye to 


ſearch it out, or a quiet mind to ſubmit to 
it? You can talk of it, I know; you can 
 condeinn others, when reſignedly they bear 


not correction and diſappointment : but 
when the matter is your own, then the caſe 
differs. Then you can murmur and com- 
plain, rely upon your own prudence, or 


truſt upon man for help, as if you believ- 
ed not that God ordereth all 3 about 
vou! You know, in a certain way, that 


all creatures wait upon God, and that he 


diſtributes his bleſſings to them as he will, 
out of the ſtore-houſe of his boundleſs 
goodneſs and Fatherly care; but you are 
not apt to obſerve his diſpenſations, and in 
your own particular, find no complacency 
and ſecurity of ſoul that he condeſcends to 


guide you. Juſt the contrary 3 his duly 


dounties, and the more extraordinary in- 
terpoſitions of his love, come down upon 


you unobſerved: and when you are afffict- 
ed, you acknowledge not his hand!; reſt- 
leſs il you are delivered, and murmuring, 
becauſe you are ſtricken.Voucan talk too 
of death; but you care not to fink of: it 


to 
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to bring it near, to live in the conſtant ex- 
pectation of it. It weighs with you ſo lghtly 
that you can follow one and another to the 


grave, and yet retain the confidence of 


hfe : or, if for a moment you ſee yourſelf 
as within the reach of death, yet, by and 


by the ugly monſter diſappears, and troubles 


you no more. Lou can talk of Heaven alto; 
but you have not explored the diftant courn- 
try: the glories of it, the joys at God's 
right hand, are unknown to and untaſted by 
you. When you hear of heaven as the 
ſeat of bleſſedneſs, you cannot but deſire 
that ſome day you may have your place 
there; becauſe you cannot but wiſn to be 
happy (as who does not?) however; you find 
yourſelf in no manner of hafte to be gone 
to this better country; nor, with all your 


uniformity of worſhip, have you once la- 
boured after thoſe diſpoſitions of mind and 


that ſpiritual attire, which becomes he 


company and che buſineſs of heaven. The 


beſt apprehenſion you have of heaven, is, 
that it is a ſtate you would poſſeſs when 


you have done with the world; and which 


therefore you take up in your thoughts 
when you have no other employment. 
And what is your judgment of het? You | 
judge it 5 le: but do you alſo judge it 
jJuft 3 no more than the due recompence of 
i? Have you yadgod it; the juſt wages of 
H 3. any 
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an v fins yourſelf have committed? Look 
well to it, you may perhaps find that you 
only ſuſpe& its reality; that you. have but 
a taint! apprehenſiom of its horrors; that, 
to ſay the utmoſt. of your judgment about 
it, you regard it only as the wages to be 
paid upon the head of groſs and notorious 
tinners, . while ſuch as you have done no- 
thing to merit it. The view of hell hath 
not taught youthe flafabufs of in: Where- 
fore regarding your own iniquities with a 
ſuperficial and Sine eye, you have ne- 
Ver yet learnt to fear the vengeance of God 
proclaimed againſt all manner of tranſgref- 
lions againſt his Divine Majeſty. And erer- 
niiy, that awful endleſs ſtate of being! doth 
it not paſs upon your mind like an. airy 
tocm, ſcarcely gain remembrance there, 
bke a dream in the night? Your appre- 
henſion of it ſo unſubſtantial, that the im- 
preſſion it makes vaniſhes as ſoon as it ap- 
pears, and you remain in gay ſecurity, as 
it chere were no ſuch ſtate, Your days go 
forward, and you draw nearer to the won 
derful abyſs; and yet, approaching as it is, 
you regard it with the ſame cold ſtupidity; 
nor doth it gain any influence to ien 
prevailingly in the ſoul. | 
Speak the truth now: With. all the 
thew fk religion you are ſo yain of, are vou 


not a a very triler wich God, and your 
5 | ſoul 
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tout! rather playing with divine things than 
acting with any fenſe und meaning ? Surely 
vorm judgment is fo vain; flight, and mo- 
mentary in the greateſt matters of falvation, 
that you muſt: be ſaid to &« 5 omen THEN 
as it” you apprehiended them not. | 
The careleſs finntt is more confi dent; he 
Gothe not pretend to- what he is not: be 
knows all this juſt as you do; Thinks: of 
theſe things too, When he cannot avoid it; 
and the reflection diſmays him while it 
laſts: nor can hel beat reſt but while'ſe- 
ctrrity, intereſt," and: pleaſure Keep it at a 
diſtance. The careleſs is a downright na- 
 tiral'man ; not doth he labour to cheat him 
ſelf, or to deceive others, into an opinion 
That her is one Who minds the things of 
Bod and falvation.” | If God will fave him 
5 juft as he 18, it is well; and ſome day Gr 
beer he call. be at ſeafurg to thank him: 
büt for the Preſent, he hath too high and 
lively äpprehenſions of the things abort 
Ain't enttive any great apprehenſion 
of what id abſent and unſeen. He knows 
Chriſt ta he tie Son of God, and the Saviour 
of men; but Chriſt offers Bim nothin: which 
fits his plate His expeRtatioh and hope 
ſpring from carnal Joys" and preſent i inte- 
2 reſts: and fince Chriſt leadsHimi/! nor to theſe, 
he muſt be' forgotten. 9 ſees not how 
the oh ſpirit ſhould give Him 'orldly cate, 
K peace, 
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peace, and gratification 3 and therefore re- 
gards him not. It is not Bk which he 
-Ureads, but nifery ; : the! di ppointment, 
eros, and injury” of the day: His own 
ill and pleaſare 1 is his rule; and ſelf! -gratti- 
fication extinguiſhes all manner of aften- 
tion to the law, the pleaſure, and will of 
God. Providence he never thinks of; 'fo 
carried on he is in a ſcene of contrivances 
ro prevent misfortune, to purchaſe wealth, 
or indulge ' pleaſure. He has no tune to 
think, of death amidft the hurry of buſſ- 
neſs, or the entertainments of company, 
recreation. Heaven muſt be minded at 
another ſeaſon, when the projects of life ſhall 
: have been completed, Hell can weigh 
but little with him; ſeeing the grear'evils 
he feels and fears are the frowns of men, 
the damage of his fortune, and the difap- 
poimment of his pleaſure. 'He cannot look 
into eternity; ſome object of ſenſe ever 
catches his eye, and engages his attention. 
He is not, you find, entirely without under- 
ſtanding: but che apprehenſions of the 
things of this life outweigh the other, and 
leave them out of fight. His, heart un- 
humbled and unbroken, he promiſes him- 
ſelf happineſs upon earth; and, however 
unjuſtly, conceits, that the increaſe- of 
wealth, advancement of ftation, the well- 
ſpread. rable, and all things at his com- 
mand, 
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mand, will render him happy. Under theſe 
deceitful apprehenfions he lives, looks no 
1 ai nor feels the importance of fpiritual 
and eternal intereſts, but with a ſecondary: 
amgreſion, but with, a weak and vaniſhing ? 
Gence. 
Thus now you may be able to diſcover 
what kind. of apprehenſion in all things 
the netu creature is poſſeſſed with; and how 
different it is from the judgment of the na; 
tural man, whether formal or careleſs. Yona : 
ſee his. apprehenſions are humble, near, 
and I muſt add, enduring: for enduring 
they muſt be; not a ſudden heat, caught 
up upon occaſions ; ſeeing theſe apprehen- 
ſions are the very principles which direct 
the whole courſe of the new creature; de- 
termining his choice, and influencing his 
hopes and fears. There is the wideſt dif- 
ference, you find, between the practical 
judgment of the renewed, underſtanding 
and che cold ſpeculative apprehenſion of 
the unrenewed: this apprehends. all the 
things which concern ſalvation, drily and 
curiouſly ; that, humbly and awfully. Their 
apprehenſion differs like that of two men- 
about a ſtorm ; one of whom was im 
„ looking at it from a cliff, and the ocher to! 
ing in, it, and anxious for ſafety. 
Baut poflibly it may ſerve vet more 
af ta evince this difference, if you 
ba) 7 f bare 
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have an illuſtration of the whole in one 
view. See. then under which of the tollow- 
ing deſcriptions you are ranged; which of 


the words with which I conclude moſt. 
aptly repreſents your e and e 


henſſon. 


The careleſs takes up his word, and fays, 


40 Ah ! that my lot were fallen to me in a4 


6c fairer ground; that I were not intangled 
5 by the cares, nor cumbered under thetoils 


©, of life! How happy would my ſituation 
4 be, had I wealth that would afford me 


c eaſe, and honours that would bring me 


1 independence and reſpect! What wouldſt 


« thou more, my ſoul, than diſengaged from 
« care, to enjoy thy choſen friends, to co- 
ver thy table with plenty, to bring forth 


„ the choice wines, and to rejoice ovet thy 


c labours? What wouldſt thou more than 


that the beholders reckon thee the happy 


«© man! who, got above fear and want, 


% nor needing the help of others, canſt fol- 
low thine own will, and paſs thy days at 
* thy heart's content; no impertinance 
„ meetingthee, novexationthwartingthee, 
% no pleaſure unſatisfied, no wiſh unanſwer- 
of © ed It is intolerable; the inſolence of op- 
4. preſſive greatneſs, the flavery of buſineſs 
without end, and the want of time for 


quiet, freedom, and friendſhip. When 


5 ul i be-thar 1 ſhall be fer at liberty ? 


. When 
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£ When will the riſing days ſind me void 
of the anxious thoughts which nowmcet 
my opening eye-lids; and when the 
if e upon me undiſturbed, and 
ſurrounded with the chearful voice of ſa- 
< tisfaction and grateful ſociety? Then adieii 

© carefulneſs ; we will eat and drink and be 
©; merry; „Joy ſhall wait upon our eps, 
5* caſe abide in the dwelling, and happi- 
neſs and contentment ſhallſeat themſelves 
es upon our breaſts ! Independence, wealth, 
and eaſe, ye that alone make life a bleſ- 
<< fing, when "hall 1 be ſatisfied with you?“ 
What!“ replies the Chriſtian, 
56 are theſe the joys of man? this the great- 
d eſt happineſs thy ſoul defireth.? Thou 
fool and blind ! theſe are pleaſures which 
c ſatisfy not; theſe are treaſures which 
c5ipetich; theſe are vanities which the wind 

40 carrieth away. Had I no better things 
ec in proſpect than what ye can afford, ye 
155 higheſt earthly gratifications ! ſcarcely 
* could Iabe content to live. Away from 
„ megye trifles; I reliſh, you not, ſince 

„% my, eyes are opened, and the things 
1085 — are not {cen are preſented unto 
74 me. las how lghtly:did Lonce think 
e of thoſe awful concern that now poſſefs 
my ſoul with wonder, and: riſe uporih⁰ 
% mind with growing importante jas Un- 
_ «$*;fidertheny: „ Now, 
G N Lord! 
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Lord! I ſtand naked before thee ; the 


creature of that power, wiſdom, and 
i eo, by which all; things: in hea- 


% ven and earth are, and in reſpect of 


© which hoth earth and heav en are but as 


"« 7 25 auf of the balance, how is it that 1 
* ftand in the preſence of thy Majeſty; 


** holden as I have been with ſo many re- 
bellions, and debaſed as I am with ſo 
much impurity but thou, injured. ow 
tient God! thou, wondrous abyſs of 

mercifulnets and forbearance ! I can no 


* 


cc 


„ 


LY : 


rated from thy all-gracious - preſence and 


* 


can be my joy, my conſolation; this the 
only protection I can hide myſelf under ; 


KK * 


0 


10 this the bleſſedneſs which muſt feed my 
1 {oul with delight. But what am I, that 
I ſhould preſume to approach unto the 
"i Lord, who am but duſt and aſhes? It 
10 through thy all- ſufficient name, thou 
mighty 1 chat I can make bold to 
_ © rejqice in God, my Lord and my Por- 
tion. Thou, moft loving ä 
e haſt ſtood between me and vengeance; 
thou haſt prepared emmy tor me to thy 
* Saber ar mine. Ah! what hount ies 
do I this day enjoy at thy hand By 
% thee 1. 10 and through thy ſpirit. 1 
en thou vn * unto 
| 1 me, | 


more endure the thought of being ſepa- 


favour! Thy nearneſs to me, this alone 


„„ „„ „2 
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“ me, according to thy promiſe, hath de- 
400 kvered me from the accurſed ſlavery of 
ſin; the remembrance whereof is more 
ws bieter unto me than gall and wormwood; 
«© he hath brought me to the glorious li- 
« berty of being the ſervant of God; whoſe 
& fue I find indeed to be perfect freedom. 
66 And thou, Lord God, wilt no more for- 
4 ſake me; I ſhall be under thy guidance 
« and thy care all the days of my life: 
« gladly do I leave my ſoul and body te 
« thy keeping. Tea, and under thy pro- 
e tection will I await the king of terrors ; 
ec expect the folemn change which death 
76 ſhail make, ——— and ſteadtaſt- 
« ly upon thee, And hen adieu all fears of 
that tremendous hell, the place of end- 
c leſs wrath : then welcome, ye glorious 
| «everlaſting heavens; welcome eternity, 
| © where ages ſhall riſe and paſs, and new 
s ones ſueceed for ever; welcome, ye aw- 
| © ful chings which ſhall be hereafter. ; the 
L expectation of which fills me with fear 
and hope; and in the views of. which I, 
| « rejoice and tremble, - and tec} all. che 
| ©« world to be nothing“. 

But metbinks, ] hear the. formalift lon 
ago crying out, © Thou art bete thyſelf, 
thou 7. bredus over- much. We will not 
« walk; 8 my ſoul, with the wanton ; We 
60 will not drown ourſelves in drink neal 1 

i 5-7. $$-GEns 
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« defile our hands with diſhoneſt gain, leſt 
e make our name to ſtink upon the 


«earth, : But it is good for us to provide 


for the future; at is good to be ſomething 


ce jn this life; good it is that men pay us 
*« refpe&; that we have where with to paſs 
2 our time, without being obliged to others. 

£ But God muſt have his hours, the church 


l and the cloſet may not be forgotten; and 


„then we ſhall return to enjoy what God 


* hath given us. Then we hall ſpend 
4 our days in quietneſs, and. relifn the com: 


s forts of eaſe, company, and amuſement! 
* Yes, my ſoul, we will ſteer even in this 
5 matter: we will not neglect our ſouls, 


like the careleſs, nor will we deny our- 


<< ſelves, like the preciſe, '' God: ſhall have 


© his due; but wealth, which brings! us 


c eſteem and honour; . harmleſs pleaſure, 
«© which renders time idelightful, ſhall not 
* be forgotten. We will live as long and 


ie as eaſily as we can: and when we can live 
no longer, then God! ſhall receive us, 
* and provide a reward for us, which he 


*< will pour plenteouſly upon the head of 
cc thoſe: who have not hved like other men, 


e nor profanely turned uy from! his! er- 
4. vice and Altar. „ iv 15 0 


And now, brethren, you have the whole 


of this matter laid before you. Search then 


an oy if the truth be 1 e by· this . firſt 
mark 
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mark of the renewed mind; right appreben- 
| fions in the underſtanding. Happy your 
caſe, if upon good grounds ye are able to 
ſay, “ Hitherto I find in me the tokens of 
the new creature.“ But if you fail here, 
you ſhall have no title to apply to yourſelf 


any part of the deſcription which is to fol- 
low: you cannot be in Chriſt, | 
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SERMON VII. 


The Believer a new Creature, 


2 Con. v. 17. 


| If. any man i be in Chr it, be is @ new creatura 
I AM eie in 1 my. Sentra, 

that while Lam deſcribmg the gharagter 
of a, new creature, many of. you, by the 
grace of God, will become ſuch, A proſ- 
pet, which indeed. emboldens me to uſe 
much plainneſs of ſpeech with you. For 
is it not, ought it not to be my heart's de 
| fire rowards. you, 50% eſpecially, that ye 
may be ſaved? But what, will you that 
| ( while [ſee many among you, who are tw. 
ing after the courſe of this world, and not after 
| Chrift, whoſe end muſt be deſtruction, unleſs 
| ye be plucked out of the fire). 1 even let 
you contentedly alone? Tou would not; 4. 


TE 2 ” ae A negrts. a 4 
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am ſure you would not that I ſhould deal 
thus unfaithfully by you. Ye are not yct 
ſo much your own enemies: ye deſire to be 


happy; and, balies imd, I is All the | harm 


1 with'you. "Bur ye cannot be happy if ye 
abide in your fins. Theſe I earneſtly wiſh 
you to leave; and you care not to part with 
chem; ; Here is all the quarrel between us. 
You like not to be told plainly, unleſs ye re- 
pent ye ſhalt periſh ; and I, while 1 live, have 
nothing elſe to tell you. Say we are {ome- 
tifnes troubleſometo Fon, and raiſe ſormetin- 
. upon your minds; yet, I hope 
you may be the; quieter for it upon your 
dying beds; and then I am ſure you will 
thank us. I hall eſteem it a bleſſed thing if 
Imay by any means help you to ſuch an end. 
But'this cantibt be iumleſs you be in Chriſſ; 
and” none are in Chriſt bul thoſe who a 
neo creatures: and it is plain'thatiy of you are 
not, from the carnal, worldly Rate in which 
ye live. And who thoſe are among you; l 
wal endeavourwithall freedom to ſhew yori 
- You have ſeen in what a peculiar, hum- 
dts, and ſpirittial manner the underſtand- 
ing of the nero treature judges and appre- 
-Hhends”all- things. The moſt important 


matters wherewith man is ovens) were 


taken under oonfideration, and! illuſtratec 
alſo in a way of oppoßtion to the judg- 
ment of the: or mal” and the careleſs; ; 
$51; 20 


— 
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0 6 ſhall introduce what we. have to 


| ſay concerning the zwill of the new creature, 
which is the ſecond power or faculty of the 


ſoul, with this obſervation: : that ſuch due 


| apprehenfions in the underſtanding do na- 
| turally influence the choice of the, 257“; 

| and conſequently prove themſelves, to be 
| right and juſt, by the power they have to 
engage the heart. Unleſs our appfehenſions 
draw the will after them, all that, which we 
| ſuppoſe to be a renewed way of judging „can 
be but ſpeculative and miſtaken. To in- 
| ftance.in one of them: If our apprehenſions 
| of heaven be humble and ſpiritual, that ſtare 
of, glory will have ſuch, a, preferenge in our 
| choice tothe beit things in this world, that we 
| ſhall md ourfel ves com paratively indifferent 
| about them. Pleaſure will have loſt much of 
| its alluring. power, over us; the reliſh for 
| intereſt and honour will be; :abated ; rather 
| we ſhall fear theſe things which are compe- 
| titors forouxſoulsagainfi heayen z we ſhall be 
: awareofthem and not care how little we deal 
| with them, knowing that we have a laſting 
| trcaſure, and a ſure inheritance before us in 
| the. eternal world. Now ſuch a rejecting 
olgthe things f life, in compariſon, of 


thoſe ae look for in another world, muſt 


| effectunlly evince an underſtanding in 
this: particular” renewed. -,' And ſhouſd WE 
n a like effect wrought ypon our choice 
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by the other inſtances of a renewed under- © 
ſtanding above produced, we muſt remain 
confirmed that our apprehenfions were 
_ thoſe of the new creature, and that our Go 
judgment was enlighrned by the ſpirit and | 2 
word of God; that we, who were ſome time . 
aarkneſs, are now light in the Lord (2). dir 
Whereas, if ſuch gracious influence do not the: 
manifeſt itſelf in the choice of our wills, 18 
we muſt needs have been miſtaken when weh 
imagined our er to be right, and 
our judgment 1 in rear; things to be juſt !: 
Here then is fo fair à foundation laid bis 
| Whereon to build What the determination 1 
of the will under the guidance of an en- cho 
Ughtned underſtanding muſt be, that iet 
mall hardly be poſſible to miſs of ſeeing i it; 
for Which reaſon I ſhalt not ſtop you par- 
ticularly to obſerve what choice doth really 
follow in the win of the new ereature, from. 
; everyone of the formerapprehenfions. Theron. 
refult of the whole of them, or the choice 
of that perfon's will whoſe. mind is te- 
newed, mall rather ſerve to ſhew the new 
ercature in this ſecond faculty of the ſoul. 
Now maſtnuch as choice ſuppoſes the offer 
made to us of different things, the neuf 
creature is *peculiar 1 in his determination, 
choofing that which all others refuſe, "and 
res that which they chooſe.” G t the 4 


0 Eph. v v. 8s. N 
"of 11 
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two different, portions, God. and. the world, 
he prefers the former and rejects the latter; 
Jof the two dilfering courſes, obedience ta 
Jod, and pleaſing ourſelves, he reſuſes his 
Jon pleaſure, and determines for God's: 
, | while.the careleſs, and the formal chooſe 
directly the other way; the world hath. with 
chem the preference to God, and the pleaſ- 
ng of themſelves to the obeying of God. In 
« | hich, two points doth principally lie the 
a choice of the renewed will. 
. (.) The new creature chooſes God for 
a his ortion, and not the world. 8 
0 his the carele/s ſinner doth not; his 
d. choice being juſt the other way. He doth. 
not indeed determinately ſay, 1 Iwill have 
by nothing to do. with God” but he is ſo 
much better pleaſed with the things about 
him, that he cannot find what poſſible hap- 
ineſs it could be to have God for a por- 
tion. He cannot underſtand what fellow- 
ice chip with God means: all that he hears 
re. bout it Appears to him an unintelligible 
eulergon; and he is, apt to count it no better 
han, mere enthuſiaſm. Indeed be would 
dot that God, whoſe perfections e knows 
re infinite, ſhould be his enemy z he would 
out the bleſſings of his goodneſs, 
11d he fall under the vengeance of 
er 17 ELLE he wants that God Maud 
y at a diſt ance, and ſuffer him un- 
moleſted 
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moleſted to take his fill of the; joys of life, 
This is the meaſure he would hold with 
God. He would enjoy the world, yet 
would not that God ſhould not ſee it with 
diſpleaſure, but that he ſhould uphold him 
in it. He hath not the leaſt inclination to 
God as a portion: but ſo obſtinately is he 
bent the other way, that he will have the 
world, though he knows it is upon the for- 
feiture of God's favour, and at the hazard 
of his wrath. He will have the enjoyments 


oflife at any rate; and his continual con- 


duct is but a ſcene which evinces how 


cheap he holds God in compariſon with Þ 
his eaſe and intereſt. Every action beſpeaks 
a denial of God, and a refuſal of him in: 
his heart, ſeeing he aſſiduouſſy lays that out 


upon any thing rather than Gd. 
The formal perſon hath indeed a better 
appearance. He looks like one concerning 
whom you might be ready to conceive a 
better hope; imagining, from his exactneſs 


and decency, that his heart was indeed 


whole with God. Nay, and no doubt him- 


ſelf imaginesnoleſs: bis let him be brought 


to the ſcrutiny, and no moreſhall he be found 
to have given his heart to God than his 
 thoughtleſs' neighbour. Say thou, who art 
fair to look upon, Doſt thou know what it 
is t to have made a full, free, and "vi 

ee -.* *CRo1e 
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choice of God for thy portion; thy preſent 
and eternal portion, ſo as thou canſt ſay 
from the bottom of thy heart, b Here 
6e ſhall be my reſt for ever; 1. have none in 


ec heaven but thee, nor is there any upon earth 


« that I deſire be de thee ?” Art thou fo well 


| diſpoſed toward the perfections and majeſty 


of God, that thou canſt find an intire ſatiſ- 


faction of thy ſoul in his favour; preſence, 


and love, and count the loſs of every other 
thing but little if this may be allowed 


| thee? Doſt thou not find thyſelf ſecretly. 
| declining the offer; that thou canſt not 
| for thy lite bring thy heart up to it? 
| Haſt thou not many reſerves ,to make, 
| many pleaſing endearments of life, which 
| interpoſe and leave God but the ſecond in 
thy choice? When God demands thy whole 


heart of thee, haſt thou no oxen to prove, 
no ground that thou wouldſt go and/ee, no 
wife that thou haſt married, that thou canſt 
not come to him as yet ? Doth not experi- 
ence ſhew thee thou art better pleaſed with 


one thing and another in the world; ſedu- 
ced by which, thou art content to forg oe. 
God, and art but holden of: conſtraint 


when thou approacheſt to worſhip him! 
But the net creature. hath no <5 £444 7 
he goes Over to God through Chriſt with. 
the full bent of his will; nor thinks he 
hath done any great matter that he rejects | 
| every 


8 
every other yg reſpect of him. Ile 
can ſee. happinefs no where elſe; let him . 

have God, and he cares for nothing beſide, I _ 
He can find no ſubſtantial happineſs here, © _ 
but in the nearneſs of Goch with him; and = 
be acquieſces with full content in the k-. 
pectation of that bleſfednefs which the pre- .. 
fence of God ſhall miniſter hereafter : jea- I 


lous he is over himſelf, leſt God in all things 
ſhould not be preferred, watching with a 
ſacred jealouſy that his heart be not ſedu-1 * 

tut which would be W's fe an, intereſt ; 


within him againſt his Heavenly Father, 
In a word, he Fach ſo evident a conviction 5 
of the juſtice of God's claim in him; and, 
from experience as well as promiſe, ſo 
clearly diſcovers that happineſs directs him * 
to this way, as without gainſaying of heart, 10 
to prefer ſpiritual to ſenſual gratifications, 5 
an eternal God to a periſhing and wicked . 
world. Could you look into his ſoul, you 
might read ſuch determinations as theſe ©® ., 
4 ly graven there: Away from me, 15 
ye triſſes of life and time, ye kingdom: 5 
of the world, and all the pomp which 5 
© belongs to you. Wealth and magnifi - b. 
 ©-eence,. airy grandeur and reputation, - 
4 gildedvanity and naughty pleaſure, Iwill zn 
< none of you all. God is my portion. ee 
God unchangeable and eternal, ye fading .; 


„jops, 
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60 Joys ye phantoms which feem to be what 


c ye are not, is my inheritance, Here will I 
e reſt in god the chief, the only God 


$ in Chriſt is all I can need, and infinitely 


«© more; let me have him aud J am ſatii: 
« fied ; I can have no more. And with- 
out thee, thou Fountain of Life and Bliſs, 
« all beſide were nothing worth.“ 

(2.) So again of the two different co#r ſes, 
obedience to God and pleaſing ourfelves, 


he refuſes his ot pleaſure, and determines 


for God's will. This the natural man doth 
not: the determinations of his choice 


are all on the fide of his own pleaſure ; 


he wills after the fleſh. He bath exactly 
the wrong bent, leans always to the part 


| of indulgence, and {tarts aſide from ſub- 


miſſion. -' Nor in this matter is there the 
leaſt difference between the formal perſon 
and the careleſs, unleſs it be that his per- 
verted choice is not quite ſo manifeſt as 
that of the carelefs perfon ; but he is, 'on 
this very account, more likely to con- 
tinue under his fatal deluſion. A man 
of an unconverted heart may, by his 


own reſlections, or by the pains of others, 


be brought to ſee the ſitneſs of choofing 
God's will and refuſing his own pleaſure, 
in compariſon therewith. Perhaps being 
convineed that he ought fo to be Aegean 
ed, he is ready to perſuado bimſelf that he 
actually is now come to ſo juſt a choice, 

1 ſecing | 
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ſeeing he finds himſelf fully purpeſed about 
the matter for the future; but the heart 
being unchanged, the fit ſoon goes off, the 
pur poſe dies away, and the man remains 
juſt as he was before. Outſides here are no- 
thing to the purpoſe where the inquiry is, 
Whether a man rejects fin with the free 
and conſtant diſlike of his heart, and as 
freely and conſtantly cleaves to God's will? 
No man chooſes fin ſor the ſake of ſinning 
in downright and avowedappofition to God: 

this were too horrid perhaps for any thing 
but Satan, and therefore no one may cheat 
þimſelf by concerting that he rejects fin 
merely becaule, directly looking upon it, he 
cannot but dilappröve it. The matter is, 

Whether there be a ſteady and determinate 
denial in the heart of all ſuch things as, 
being contrary to God's will, are finfu] ? 
This the natural man doth not, nor can do; 
he conſtantly inclines to them, and as con- 
ſtantly declines from all thoſe things where- 
in obedience to God doth conſiſt; and this 
perverted choice manifeſts itſelf in him every 
hour and moment of his life. Search out 
your ſpirit I pray you. Do you find upon 
the trial, that you regard fin as a greater 
evil than ſuffering or reproach, or loſs 


of reputation; that the main inquiry you 


make about every thing you do is, Whether 
it be ſinful, or leads to ſin,— that you 
cChooſe 


Fc ts ti 2 


hh 
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| -chooſe to do your duty: though you are 
ſure you ſhall ſmart for it ſome how or 
other, reſolutely oppoſing all the ſuggeſ- 
tions of fleſh and blood? This is the way 
of a renewed will, but it is not your: way. 
Your determinations are irreſolute, your 
-heart goes not in with them freely and ful- 
5% you find a ſecret and prevailing. draw- 
back within you when you would 
. yourſelf to cloſe with God's will in 
oppoſition to that of yourſelf and others, 
of your intereſts, reputation, and pleaſure. 
The new ereature chooſes God's will with 
an hearty conſent; would not do the leaſt 
thing which is contrary to it, nor keep, if 
he could help it, any thing within him 
which in the loweſt degree ſhould thwart 
or controul it. He has a watch upon the 
evil tempers of his heart, and labours ever 
to oppoſe them. He would. bring every 
thought io the obedience of Cbriſt. He finds 
himſelf ſecretly conſtrained to look all dif- 
ficulties in the face in the way of his duty, 
makes no known reſervations, nor comes 
thort at any time, without acting revenge 
againſt fin and himſelf; can appealito God, 
„Lord, thou knoweſt my heut, thou 
« ſeeſt what is in me; thou ſeeſt that 1 
e would! not willingly: offend thee in one 
* the leaſt point, or leave undone the ſmall- 
bf a thing thou wouldiſt have me 
. 12 8 Yea, 
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Vea, thou knoweſt J deſire with all' ſim- 
40 plicity and ſincerity to be Pure and holy 
e in thy fight.” - | 
In theſe two particulars the vhojes of 
the renewed will doth conſiſt; and theſe as 


Leading determinations, do continually draw 


the choice after them in every lower parti- 


cular. Choice of God and of obedience, like 


the courſe of a river, gives all other de- 
terminations of the will a like direction; 


inſomuch that juſt as we chooſe or refuſe, 
with regard to theſe two, the general bent 


of our choice is in all other points. Let 
us inſtance in the caſe of the means of 


grace for he: better ulrating: the rene u 
ed will. | 


The man of an unrenewed Heber doth 
ele worlhip and the miniſtration of 


the word. His heart ſeems detained:from 
them, and he cannot approach them with 


complacency, or at beſt, ſeeks not in them 


the end of their deſtination and uſe, vi. im- 
Provement, and growth in grace. He is a 


ſecret enemy to ſuch employz ments; wiſhes 
he might be excuſed, and will have as little 


of theme as poſſible : he hath a very 


ready choice « all ſuch means as may 
lead him to his favourite gratifications in 


life; but as to rheſe means of grace, hav- 
Ang mo heart to God, and to obedience : to 
i wil, he dom not Like them. en, 
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| the new creature chooſes theſe needful means 
both that he may meet God in them, and 
exerciſe and ſtrengthen his ſoul in grace by 
| the ule of them. He is determined upon 
| them, and will have as much of them as he 
can. Fe will be in them, though the fleſlr 
be ever ſo unready; and induftriouſly doth 
ebe chide and rouſe his fluggiſh afſections. 
- Willing to be-ſet free from the bondage of 
: corruprion, he cries, © Ah, my God, that 
„ I were faſhioned after thy likeneſs, —that 
t © thy will. were perfectly ſtampt upon my 
t ©. foul, —that no remaining adverſary might 
| © opp zoſe-thec in my heart; that the con- 
.F «© 95 univerſal ſubmiſſion of all that is 
| © within me were yielded unto thee ! then 
; % ſhould: I be free indeed! and this free- 
f | ©& dom thou kindly offereſt me by Jeſus 
: & < Chriſt. Lord, I will wait upon thee, and 
: 
1 


© intreat ' thee for i it day and night; yea 
Iwill ſeek thee in whatever place or man- 
- © © ner thou haſt appointed; Ves my foul, 
we will not be tired of the gracious 
s © work, we will uſe an holy importunity, 
we will be where the _ of ene 
F Ofnllech KK 1 
4 This may ſerve to ſhew'] in what manner 
1 the new creature chooſes and determines; 
nor ſhall I need add any more upon this 
/ head, when I have obſerved that his choice 
| is in x due conformity with the apprehenſions- 
E 1:4. he 
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he hath conceived of God and himſelt, 
and how reaſonable and conliſtent thele 
are, hath been already ſeen. | 
3. I go on to the affections : and here 
perhaps it will not be anuls to let you ſee 
_ previouſly what is meant by them, and 
what is their office and uſe, A piece of 
knowledge indeed of no neceſſity to fal- 
vation, but which may help us to form a 
juſter notion of the new creature in this 
ibird power of the foul, Now the affec- 
tions are thoſe ſenſible ſtirrings and motions 
which with greater or leſs activity riſe up 
in us concerning every thing which is the 
object of our thoughts. Theſe are con- 
ſtantly at work; though when they act 
but in the ordinary meaſure, we are not apt 
to remark and feel them: and, as hath been 
ſaid before, their office is to put the ſoul 
upon action. An example ſhall ſhew xu 
the nature and feveral kinds of theſe ſèr- 
vants to the higher faculties. Fix your 
attention for a moment upon a large eſtate 
which would ſupply you with all the neceſ- 
faries and elegancies of life, whereon you 
might enjoy yourſelf at full caſe, not want- 
ing the leaſt pleaſure you might be inchned 
to,—be out of the reach of fortune and 
above dependence, have it in your power 
to oblige your friends, and to keep as many 
of theme 5 you ould about you. Obſerve 
now, 
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now, Do you find that you are approving, 

and do eſteem with pleaſure and latisfaction 
ſuch a poſſeſſion, wiſhing it were yours ? 
This emotion you feel in you towards it, is 
the affection called love. Approving ſuch 
an eſtate, have you a certain confidence 
that you may obtain it? The briſk motion 
you feel in you is termed e. Suppote 
yourſelf poſſeſſed of it, and that you find 
yourſelf lifted up with much ſatisfaction in 
your new circumſtances; this is the affec- 
tion joy, Imagine yourlelf ſo polletied and 
happy, and think if this eſtate ſhould be 
taken from you, the diſpleaſure you feel 
at the thought is called Hat el. But 
ſuppoſe yourſelf in danger of loving it, the 
diſturbance you experience within you 15 


| fear. Suppoſe it actually taken frm you, 


the agitation you feel 15 . Let us 
place the preſence and favour of God in 
the /ead of this eſtate. SuppoleGol offering 
his preſence ad favour to you, Do you 
hear the offer with pleaſure ? J. his is love. 
Do you find yourſelf in a way of enjoying 
this offer? You feel the flirrings of Hoge. 
Are you poſſeſſed of God's prefence and 
favour? your affection is joy, Think of 


| being deprived of God's preſence and fa 
{ Vour: You feel haired Suppoſe y ourſelf 


in danger of loſing it; it is feer that works 


in your breaſt, Hare e you loſt it for the 


T6 preſent ? 
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preſent ? It is ſorror that moves you. This 
may ſerve to ſhew you what the affections 
are. And while I have been explaining 
them, 1 have from the two examples pro- 
_ duced, taken a way for evidencing the dif- 
ference between the natural and renewed 
affections. For he who ſhall find himſelf 
affected with love and hatred, hope and fear, 
Joy ang ſorrow, about an earthly eſtate, 
while he finds no ſuch working of his aft- 
fections about God, is certainly an unre- 
newed man. While on the other hand, he 
who fits comparatively eaſy about earthly 
things, and finds the love and hatred, 
hope and fear, joy and ſorrow of his mind 
mainly exerciſed concerning God, may have 
good confidence, if his underſtanding and 
will are renewed, that ſo alſo are his affec- 
ien - © , 

But each of theſe will require 2 farther 
inluſtration. It muſt be our preſent buſineſs 
to ſet forth in what manner the love and 
hatred, hope and fear, joy and ſorrow of tl che 

ew creature are employed. 

In illuſtrating theſe, attention muſt be 
had to the careleſs and the formal. But 
how can I make a difference between thele 
two, in a matter wherein they are ſo evi- 
 dently and exactly alike? In ero they 

vary, but in fection they are the ſame. 

4 de careleſs evidently loves and hates, Babe 

and 
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and fears, joys and, ſorrows after a rannal 
manner: and truly the ormaliſt does no- 
other. 1 muſt be coptent therefore, to put 

them together in, this inquiry; but this 

ſhall be attempted 1} in ſuch a manner as may 

lerve principally to undeceive the formal 

2r0fcſſor, and to make it plain to him how, 

e e hh his decency and regularity, 
he, not only comes ſhort of, but ſtands op- 

| poſed to the e creafurre, in. the employ- 
ment of his affections. 

(I.) Jove is the ruling action of the 
mind of man, leading all the other affec- 
tions after it. And this is employed about 
different things 1 in the reuetved. and. the Ute 
YC nezwed mind., 

The. finyer, . to love towards 
God, Jays opt the firſt, eſteem of his heart 
upon the gratification of worldly intereſt, . 
honour, and credit, the To Wins of 18 
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1 . who are how above. me, 0 >. 805 
© through the influence which wealth and 
ſtation giye, now keby * me under a diſ- 
% agreeable conſtraſnt and fübjection. It 
«were good to be one's own maſter, to be 
« beholden to none, and to carry a little 
© ſway in the world. Grie vous it is to be 
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4 contradicted, and controuled, and tram- 
«.pled upon. 1am inſlaved by: my preſent 
* narrownels. I would be ſet at large that 
„ might enjoy the world, and raſte the 

« pleaſures of life; that 1 might ſhare 
cin thoſe agreeable gratifications and a- 
« muſements which render us happy!“ 
I- will anſwer thee, thou thing of vanity ! 


What are theſe the beſt things thou long- 


eſt for? Canſt thou conceive no higher 
pleaſures than earthly intereſt, Os | 


and eaſe can bring thee? Is God ſo ver 


cheap with thee, that thou findeſt no eager 


wiſh ariſe, no pleaſing ſatisfaction glow- 


ing upon thy heart in the propoſed enjoy- 
ment of him, while thy trifling heart 
is ready almoſt to burſt in the expectation 


of carnal pleaſures and worldly dignities? 


Mean man! Hear and ſee the more noble 
aims of the renewed foul, and be taught 


thy folly and thy fin! Hear and be aſhamed, 


at thy baleneſs, while I tell thee that the 


ever-blefled God, and Jeſus the Prince of 


Peace, and the Holy Spirit, and even all 


Mankind, are the objects of the new crea- | 


ture's 8 and love. 
(1. ). God alone is his poſſelʒion; eſtcem 
of other things is comparatively worn out 


with the new creature. In God he ſees all 


that can engage his heart, all that is wor- 


tay: and excellent lovely and deſirable. He 
will 85 
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will not condeſcend to value thoſe dazzling: 
delights, which thouſands and ten thou- 
ſands ſo warmly purſue on every fide of 
him; like a man of another nation, uncon- 
cerned about or difreliſhing the pleaſures 
of the natives; like a man beholding the 
play of children. But in God he hath 
found a perfect ſource of bleſſedneſs; here 
he relts his foot, while he ſends up-conti- 
nually the warmeſt defires of his ſoul : 
O manifeſt thyſelf unto me, thou God 
« of. my life; lift up the. light, of thy 
* COUNtenance upon me, and I ſhall be ſa- 
& tisfied as WIN INAT row and tatneſs! With 
* thee is the well of life; from thee ri- 
vers of pleaſure flow; let me drink here- 
| © of and 1 cannot thirſt ! When wilt thou 
| © come unto me? When ſhall [ appear bee 
| © fore thy prefence, wherein true joy is 
© only to be found? O thou beſt and only 
8 Good, nothing but thee can I deſire; 
« thee alone can I love! Ah, how cold 
my fluggiſh heart, that I can love thee 
© no more!“ 

2.) Chriſt again is the object of the new 
| creature'slove. The natural man looks upon 
| Him who is the faireſt among ten thouſand, 
with an unrelenting inſenfibility; a ſtupid 
ingratitude poſſeſles his ſoul towards the 
Lamb given to the ſlaughter for ſinners, 
„ hile the idols of life, pleaſure, or intereſt, ; 
3 16 ar 
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or human glory, ſhall ſwell his unworthy 
ſoul with tides of joy. But the new. crea- 


ture is the ſpouſe ot Chriſt; hath given the 


whole heart to him. No other object draws 
out his ſoul as the lovely Jeſus doth; the 
ſight of his molt free humiliations, moſt 
perfect purity, and meſt glorious tri- 
umphs, warms his heart; and while eſteem, 


tenderneſs, and gratitude riſe up in an holy 


flame, he ſecretly grieves that it burns no 
higher, and that, the love of Chriſt con- 
ſtraining him, he is yet fo cold and life- 
leſs. But cold as he imagines his love to be 


towards his Lord, if he | ſets the love of fa- 
ther, or child, or friend, or of the deareſt 


thing! in life againſt it, it weighs nothing 


upon the balance. 


.) And ſo alſo, while the natural man 


| bath hardly heard that there is any Holy 
Ghoſt, the renewed man is filled with grate- 
ful aflection tow ard the ſanctifier and com- 
forter of his ſoul. He hath much to tell 
you of the gracious dealings of the ſpirit 
With him.“ I was far off he will be faying) 


and he brought me nigh. Often Irefuſed 
« to hear, but he forſook me not; 1 grieved 


him, yet ſtill he returned unto me again. 


« He convinced me of my danger. he 


0 ſhewed me the terrors which lay before 
me, he kipdly importuned me to flee from 


© the path 4 delten ion; he led me into 


"IC 
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the arms of Chriſt, he converted my ſoul, 
© he opened mine eyes to behold the joys 
5 of heaven, he made me to taſte of his 


CO 


5 conſolations, that I ſhould not faintin my 


c 
60 


* 


paſſage through this vale of miſery! And 


* 


© unto him by whom I live? I can give 
him nothing which is not his own! All 
ce that I have is his gift! Yea, if I pay 


him the intenſeſt love of my whole ſoul, 
* even this love he inſpires me with. vet 
will acknowledge him the author of 


« that life which is in my foul; that by 


his influence I am revived, and that by 
his power and might I truſt I ſhall be 


© meet to ftand before God for ever.” 

( 4.) The tenderneſs which he experi- 
ences towards men is another exerciſe of 
the renewed heart. Doth a man find him- 


ſelf unconcerned about the ſouls of others, 
unacquainted with ſentiments of compaſhon 


towards men, on account of their undone 
ſtate ? Is he inſenfible of ſecret pleaſure in 


the good, and while he is forced to ap- 
prove them by the voice of confcietibe, 


can yet neither eftcem not like them? 
— This man is furely of the old lea- 


ven. The new creature finds his heart 
open to take in the whole world, knows a 


pity 


what ſhall I render unto him? Dead in 
5 treſpaſſes and fins as I once was, but now 
* alive from the dead, what ſhall I render 


or. — — — —— — — 
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pity for ſinners at the moſt diſtant parts of 
the earth; nor is there an haughty inſult er 
or enemy who hath not a place in his ge- 
nerous breaſt. But with, thoſe who bear 
the marks of God's children upon them 
he would dwell; a pecuhar tengerneſs of 
eſteem and love riſes within him upon the 
fight of theſe. Be they high or low, rich 
or poor, ignorant or learned, have they 
been enemies, or do they differ in opinion, 
ſtill the gracious heart takes them in, and 


yields them the firſt ſhare of his affection. 


Such is the employment of the new crea- 
ture's love! You ſee the tendency of it, 
and by this tendency you muſt judge that 
the leading affection love hath the right 
uſe and employment given it, rather than 


by any degree of vehemence, be it more 
or. leſs wherewith it is excited. I called 


love the leading affection, becauſe it gives 


directon to all the reſt. Wherefore where 


love is renewed, there 

(2.) Hatred will be new alſo. To FR 
whar one ought to love, and to love what =. 
ſhould be difliked, this is the way of 


the carnal mind, Let baer ſay 


what it will, yet it is inwardly diſpleaſed 

with the ſtrictneſs of the goſpel, and with 

a conſtant attendance upon the means of 
grace, is uneaſy when detained by ſerious 


conreiations eſpecially if it be free and 


particular; i 
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particular; cannot endure advice or re- 
proof, and takes it up as a taſk to read 
the word of God; above all, abhors and 
kicks againſt that public miniſtry which 
ſearches and lays bare the heart, nor will 
ſuffer men to paſs for Chriftians becauſe of 
outfides and parties. Juſt the reverſe 
the new creature, whoſe averſion is alto- 
gether the contrary way. While godlineſs 
and the means of grace, ſerious company 
and Chriſtian freedom, the word of God 
and an awakening miniſtration of it, are his 
| delight: he finds a deep diſpleaſure riſe 
| within him againſt fin and every way 
| thereof, againſt the corruption of his na- 
ture and the reſidue of luſt which abides 
within him; againſt ſin in others, and the 
company of finners ; ; againſt all that looks 
like fin, and all the temptations that lead 
to it, and eſpecially againſt that leading 
| corruption of his heart which hath often' 
ſubdued, and ſtill beſieges him. Away 
from me yg abominable ways (he ſays) 
I can no more endure you; Iam aſhamed, 
yea even confounded, whilſt I remember 
what a beaſt ye have made me; how ye 
| © have defiled my ſoul, how ye have diſ- 
c honoured my God and oppoſed the king- 
| © dom of my maſter the Lord Jeſus through 
© me! Away ye ſeducing works of wick-- 
392 nee all that is within me riſes againſt | 
you 
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** you with abhorrence. My God hates. 
« you. My Lord, ye have crucihed,. ye. 
** deceivers, Yea, ye have cauſed. e to 


ce add affliction to his grief and ſufferings. 


For the ſake of the forgiving Father and 
** of the dying Redeemer ; for the ſakeſof 
* my ſoul- eſcaped out of your hands, I. 
© loath and deteſt you, ye paths of ungod- 
© lineſs, ye ways of vanity- and pride, ye 


e baneful pleaſures, ye-perpetual but moſt 
46 ſtupifying amuſements, little lurking be- 


wy trayers that I did not ſuſ pect, who could 


look innocent and ſmile while ye were 


„ working my ruin; but chiefly thou, the 


„ maſter ſin, and tyrant, to whom! walked 
in deteſtable ſuhjection. O my God, all 
<< theſe, thine and ine enemies, Which would 


not that thou ſhouldſt reign over me, bring 
«© them out and flay them. before thee fa). 


(3.) The new creature alſo.hopes and fears 
| differently from the natural man; nor doth 


the moſt. regular outſide enter into the feel- 


ings of this kind which he experiences. This 
difference will more evidently be ſecn, and 
what the hopes and fears of the renewed 
mind are, be difcovercd, while theſe two af- 
feckions are confidered together. See now the 


moſt convineing oppoſition between an un- 
re formed and a reformed mind, Tell me what 


is your biggeſt hope? That! 15, W hat do you | 


(a). Luke Xix. 27s 7 
Wait 


r * 
po 94 * 


e 


Ut 
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wait for with the moſt pleaſing expectation 
of enjoying it? What engages your firſt 
and moſt conſtant wiſhes 7 5 it indulgence 
of any kind ? If it be not this, ls it more 


of the world than you now poſſeſs, or is 


it an enlargement of your ſtation? Or if 


not any of theſe, — ls it the favour or ac- 


ceptance of men, or the eſteem of ſome 
peculiar perſon, whoſe affection and friend- 
ſbip you would engage? If not this, — ls it 
yet the happineſs of your family, the proſ- 
perity of your children? In a word, — Is 
your firſt wiſh after any earthly ching? 
However allowable ſuch hope might be 
otherwiſe, {till if it be your firſt hope, 
your prevailing expectation, your ſoul is 


| unrenewed, you ſeek not firſt, it is plain, 
the kingdom of God.—On the other fide, 


What is it you moſtly fear? Is it chiefly the 
injury of your fortune, or the being pre- 


| vented in the increaſe of it? Is it pain, or 


ficknels, or death, the death of others, or 


| of yourſelf? Is it in ſhort the danger of 


any preſent evil that moſt alarms you? 
Nothing is plainer than that your heart is 


et upon that, concerning the loſs of which 


you find the moſt lively apprehenſions. It 


| Your Hopes and fears are principally. taken 

| up about the matters of this life, incon- 
teſtably you are a child of this world, and 

| common ſenſe will (ct you that you can- 


not 
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not be that new creature which looketh for 
the inheritance of the ſaints iu life. 

The man created anew hopes and fears. 
aſter another ſort. Eternity, the enjoyment: 
of God and Chriſt for ever, the attainment 
of perfect holineſs have ſo engaged his 
-firſt and largeſt Hopes, that he remains, as 
it were, inſenſible to all lower expecta- 
tions, The voice of hope cries in him, 
O eternity, inconceivable ſpace of being. 


& without end, where time ſhall be no 


% more, where God the Fountain of Lite 
and Love ſhall be enjoyed with the fulleſt 


& freedom, thall be manifeſted to the crea» 
« ture in coaſeleſs and raviſhing communi-- 


& cations ; where defiled-nature ſhall damp: 


* and clog no more, but the ſoul wholly 


© freed from the hindrances of fih, and the 
& fleſh, righteous, perfect, and ſtamped 
with every impreſſion of the divine per- 


ec fections, ſhall eternally behold God's 


face, and lie open. to. the reviving influ- 


* ences of the divinity everlaſtingly ſhed 


upon it. Glorious ſtate of purity and 
& happineſs !. what is all beneath the ſun 
©. when compared with it? Lord, lead me 
© to this thy kingdom, offered to the mi- 
& ſerable ſons and daughters of men; lead 
© me toit by the way of thine appoint- 
* ment, Jeſus Chriſt, ro whom I have be- 
4 truſted my ſoul l Encouraged by thy 
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*© manifold goodneſs, I will confidently 

« hope that through him this reward ſhafl 
be mine, Upon this hope let me ride 
* it out againſt the various ſtorms of this 
dangerous time. Set heaven as a light 
j* continually before me, that having it 
$f always in mine eye, I may be walking 
directly towards it; and as I draw nearer 
(c unto it, may behold it with clearer view, 
if and be revived by the chearing influences, 
it ſheds upon me! Thus the new crea- | 


ture Hopes -und his fears alſo are of a pe- 


culiar kind. His ſoul takes the alarm if 
he has made the leaſt ſtep towards hin- 
dering his ſalvation: yea, if he doth but 
luſpect that he is out of the way of it, he 
grows afraid. He fears, leſt, the enemies 
of his ſoul ſhould take advantage of him. 
He fears eſpecially, leſt he ſhould diſhonour 
God, hinder the advancement of Chriſt's 
kingdom, or give offence to the weak : 
he fears giving others pain or grief: he 
fears uſing the extent of allowed free- 
dom, that he may not damage himſelf or 
his neighbour. To be ſhort, his fears 
concern God's kingdom, the ſtate of his 
oivn ſoul, and that of others: here they 


| are quick and lively, and ſuch as he feels 


not upon any worldly oecaſion or circum- 


ſtance whatſoever. 


Judge now, it there be. not a wide 


| difference, let formality ſay of it what it 


will, 
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will, between one whoſe hopes and fears are ; 
lively and awakened about preſent things, 
but cold and momentary about things etere MW 1 
val; and axothor, whole tendereſt feelings 
of hope and fear ariſe from the things un- 1 
ſeen, with a comparative inſenſibility to t 2 
things which now are; who is on one , 


ö 
ee 


8 
SHY, 9 

3 
r 


1 

- ſupported in all the-occurrences. of life by W t 
the hope ſet before him, and on the other, { 
walks on cautiouſly and with a jealous fear, MW 1 
leſt in any matter he ſhould dithonour his- 
So, injure his e or endanger his Kr 
own ſoul. E 
(.) Joy and ſorrow are che concluding = 
affections. And here, who knows not, 

that if our joys and ſorrows are worldly, WW t 

our hearts are ſo. too? If a man's joys ariſe IM |} 

| from his wealth, or ſtrength, or beauty, I 
from pleaſure and indulgence, from friend- W | 


| ſhips, knowledge, and reputation, and his 1 d 

|  forrows from the want or loſs of any of t 
MW theſe; if at the fame time joy and grief p 
he ſtupid and motionleſs in the concerns of p 

a ſpiritual nature, we cannot be at a loſs t. 

to ſee that he is no new creature. The I !: 


new creature rejoices and ſorrows after a 
_ godly manner. Walking under the com- . 
fortable communication of the divine pte- 4 
ſence, he rejoices; but doth God hide the lf 
light of his countenance from him, he WW © 
mourns with a diſconſolate Stief. He re- 

Joices 
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joices in the fitneſs, ſufficiency, and wil. 
lingneſs of the Redeemer to ſupply all his 
preſent and eternal wants; he ſorrows in 
the deplorable views he hath of his maſter's 


and grace of Chriſt vilely caſt away on ob- 
ſtinate and impenitent ſinners. He reviews 


: 

| I fication wrought upon him, and rejoices 
. with all grateful joy; he turns back upon 
nas paſt iniquities, he turns in upon his 
A 


; remaining corruption and meurns. There 
is a peculiarity in his joys and ſorrows; 


— they are his alone, a ſtranger med- 
dleth not with them; — they are joys of 
| the higheſt taſte, and forrows which 


ger love, the ruling affection. ''For ſpiris 
f WW tual joy and grief are but the pleaſure or 
f pain which the renewed mind feels in the 


thoſe things which are the objects of 1 its 
love. 


| juſt notion of the manner in which the 


cerning the inzwar d part of the new creature. 


——— — * ——— — — — 


kingdom trodden under foot, of the blood 


the mighty work of converfion and ſancti- 


bare no equal. It will be needleſs to l- 
„ luſtrate them largely, ſceing they have 
been in good meature ſpoken of before un- 


preſent enjoyment or diſappointment of 


Let this ſuffce then * to give you Gas 


«f/eftions of the new: creature are employed 
| which finiſhes what was firſt propoſed con- 


Aud of this we — truly ſay. after ſuch a 
review, 
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review, Old things are paſt OP 3 behold all 
things are become new, | 

And upon the whole of it, 1s Nane not 2 
moſt evident oppoſition between this cha- 
racter and that of a careleſs finner? Is it 
not withal fo ftrongly differenced from 
formality, that a man muſt wink hard 
not to obſerve it? But is not this alſo a 
moſt important and univerſal concern, inaſ. 


much as our union with Chriſt, and con- 


ſequently our title to his ſalvation, ſtands 
or falls by this very thing? Have you heard 
all theſe things therefore with ſelf- applica- 
tion? And, coming to ſome general con- 
cluſion, on Which part do you find your— 
ſelf? If on that of the world, ſhall ! 
need lay, it is high time to awake on of 
fleep ® This would be but to repeat the 
calls you have found your conſcience al- 
ready making upon you. 

Or have any among you not underſtood 
theſe things? Have I ſeemed to any as 


one propoſing myſterious riddles ? Their | 


very ignorance muſt condemn them. They 
are Without ſpiritual diſcernment; they ſeeing 
fee not, and hearing they hear not, neither do 
they underſiand. For ſurely I have ſpoken 
nothing but the words of truth and ſober- 
5 
But however renewed or otherwiſe 
theſe diſcourſes 1 hitherto have found 
NOR: us, 


a 
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us, let us with one heart beſeech God 


that he will give us all an underſtanding to 
know, and a will to chooſe, beth him and 


his way of peace; and that he will ſo gra- 


ciouſly diſpoſe our love and hatred, our 


| Hope and fear, our joys and ſorrows, 
that, quickened in the whole inward man 


we may faithfully ſeek him here, and finally 


| andeternally enjoy him hereatter, for Jeſus 
| Chriſt's ſake, Amen. 
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If any man be in Chrift, he is a new creature, 


Guo isthe power of the grace of Chriſt; 


ſuch 1s the mighty influence which goes 


out from him to heal the ſoul, that who- 
ever 1s vitally united to him, 1s thereby re- 


covered from death and darkneſs to light 


and life, . The miſt which lay over him is 
removed, and he has an' unſeen world and 


an inviſible God in full view before him. 
Directed by the glorious proſpects which he 
beholds, he apprehends not in the manner 
that others do; he can no more take up his 
reſt in the unſatisfying and periſhing joys | 


of time; he diſdains ſuch little things as 
carthly honour, human reſpect, and filthy 
lacres he 1 is grown ambitious of greater 
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things, and will be content with nothing 
hort of c honour in the court above; with 
nothing leſs than the love and favour of 


(God; with nought beneath an inheritance 


eternal in the heavens : yea, ſhould he be 
offered even theſe, or the very place of arch- 
angels, for ten millions of ages, he would be 
diſſatisfiedʒ he muſt have heavenfor ever, or 
would account it nothing. It is God who is 
the ſole, the fir preme obiect of his choice and 
love: God propitious to ſinners in his Son Je- 


ſus, and jeſus ſaving and quickening the dead 


in treſpaſſes and ſin, by the operation of the 
ſpirit. For God he hopes, he thirſts for the 


living God ; be waits for that gracious day 


when being thoroughly fit for God, Ged 
mall be his 5 for ever. Here his 
heart is fixed, and he cannot endure what- 
ever would prevent the bleſſed poſſeſſion; 
fearful leſt, by any means, he ſhould come 
thort of it, and filled with diſconſolate 
grief if at any time he Joſe ſight of it. Such 


are. the wonders of divine grace, and ſuch; 
the power of Chriſt to change and ene 


the ſpirits of men. 
The propoſed method leads me on now 


to deſcribe the expreſſions or exerciſes of the 
renewed mind. We have ſeen the mward 
Parts of the new creature; have been ex- 
ploripg the nobler half of us, that half 


which it is to be feared is but little known 


or INQUIFed into. How the new creature 
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aßhrehends, and chooſes, and is affected, hath 
been diſcovered. And where the root, 
the principle, is reformed and holy, the 
branches ſet forth will alſo be ſanctified. 
External ſanctity is but a pretended ſhew 
or a fond miſtake, while the heart remains 
defiled ; but where this hath put on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the holy influence will 
ſhed itſelf through the whole man; and 
every thought, word, and action, will ſpeak 
the inward change. 
Theſe, the ts, words, and actions, 
do include the whole conduct, there be- 
ing no other expreſſions of the mind but N 
theſe. Accordingly our remaining labour 
is to illuſtrate the new creature's character 
in this way of thinking, ſpeaking, and act- 
ing. Nor ſhall it be found upon inquiry, 
that he hath leſs peculiarity of conduct than 
he hath been ſeen to have of /e¹timent. His 
manner is intirely his own; not in the leaſt 
thing, neither thought, word, or moſt in- 
ſignificant action, is any other like him. 
As a child of God, as an heir and ex- 
pectant of heaven, he lives in a ſingular 
way among the ſons of men, diſtinguiſhed 
from them and utterly unlike to them. As 
a prince royally begotten, and training up 
tor a throne; all his behaviour beſpeaks 

the dignity of his birth, and the greatneſs 
of his inheritance. Pretenders may mimic 
his garb and affect his manner; in his ab- 
8 ſence 
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ſence, may paſs for him with the vulgar; 
-but no ſooner doth he appear, than he is 
| known and differenced from all, who pre- 
ſame, without title, to be of equal birth 
with him. He chinks, he ſpeaks, he acts 
like the Son of the King of heaven 
1. With regard to his thoughts, Now 
thoughts are to: God the ſame thing which 
zwords and actious (which are but the inter- 
Preters of the thoughts) are unto men. 
For God knoweth the thoughts of man; all 


within us is naked and open to his eye; 
and therefore agood man labours to approve 


himſelf in God's ſight by the purity of his 
thoughts, as well as by the integrity of 0. 
words and actions. And indeed, by a 

holy diſcipline herein, he hath the beſt 
grounds to be confident of his ſincerity 
towards God, and doth more evidence to 
himſelf the implicity of his heart than by 
any other way whatever, For which rea- 
{on I ſhall beg your eſpecial attention to 


this matter of the thoughts, as being leaſt Þ 


liable to leave us miſtaken in the judgment 
we make of ourſelves. Words and actions, 
although they will regularly follow where 
the heart is rightly diſpoſed, yet are not 
1o diſtinguiſhing proofs to us of a renewed 
mind, 'as well-regulated thoughts; ſeeing 
that a purity of word and action can avail 
nothing towards the new.creature where 
the e of the heart are deſiled; and 
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alſo, that words and aCtions, however pure 


in themſelves, may ſpring from undue prin- 
ciples within.. But when the heart is clean 


in the thoughts thereof, what-paſits within 


us being a matter merely between God and 


ourſelves, there can be no room left to- 


doubt. So that the courſe and conduct of 
our thoughts demands a very peculiar place 
in our inquiry after the new creature, And 


under theſe particulars 1 would give you a 
notion of his way of thinking: He hath 


a ſerious turn of thinking upon whatever 


pailes through his mind ;—he hath an apt- 


nels to fall into holy meditation; — he 


doth not entertain defiling thoughts | in his 
heart. 


(1.) He hath a ſerious turn of thinking 
upon whatever paſſes through his mind. I 
ipeak not of the matter of his thoughts, 


What he thinks about; but of his 9zaxzer of 
thinking. The matter of his thoughts 


may and muſt be often about the things of 


this life, and ſuch as are common; but his 
manner of thinking about ſuch ordinary 
and needful things is ſanctified. He thinks 


in ſuch a way as this: When he reflects 
upon the houſe that covers him, the bed 


that refreſhes him, the raiment that clothes 
him, the food that nouriſhes him, the 
friends that chear bim, —ghis thoughts upon 
one and another of theſe is,“ They are thy 
. camforts, thy bounties, O God; the pre- 
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* ſent tokens of thy love, the pledges of 
thy tendernets towards us.” When he 
reflects upon his ſucceſs or diſappointment 
in his buſizefe, * This is God's doing (he 
aptly ſuggeſts to himſelf) “ and mol be 
«« patiently ſubmitted to; at is his gift, 

« which muſt be received withthankf uIneſs, 


and uſed with religious care.” When he 


enters into company, he is ready to reflect, 


„What temptations ſhall I have here to 
encounter? what opportunities of uſetul. 
« neſs?” When he retires from company, 
* How have I ated my part — honourably 
to God, profitably to my neighbour, and 
46 innocently, if not beneficially,to myſelf?” 
When he meets a fuer,“ What a diſhonour 
% to God, what an object of compaſſion is 
here! Ah l that it would pleaſe God to open 
e thine eyes!“ And when a good man comes 
in his way, This is the ſervant of the high 
« God; I would dweil with him; I would 
De ſuch as he is,” is his ſecret reflexion. 
When he hears of the dearth of others, ** Art 
thou ready, my foul? thou alſo muſt go.“ 
When of the aictions and tronbles of 
others,“ Turn them, 9 God, to their ſpi- 
. ritual improvement.“ When of grealer 
calumities, + Now that thy judgments are 
in the earth, may the inhabitants of the 
« world learn righteouſneſs!“ When of 
the ſad wickednels of the mes, the blaſ- 
Pphemy 
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phemy, infidelity, corruption, lewdneſs: 

drunkenneſs, which abound ; * Woe. 1s me 
for thy diſhonour, O Lord: turn thou us, 

and we ſhall be turned!“ - et this ſerve 


to ſhew you his manner, how the new na-+ 
ture doth ſpiritualize his way of thinking 


about all the things which paſs under his 
notice. 


But doth the ſeeming Chriſtian think thus? 


hath he a ſecret principle within him which 


| ſuggeſts to him this manner of thinking? 
Is he apt to think of the ſinner with com- 


paſſion, and of the good with delight? Of 
worldly proſperity with fear, andot croſſes, 
great or little, with fubmiſhon? Have 
the objects v hich preſent themſelves to him 


a ſerious turn of thought upon his mind 
as he reflects upon them? Doth he think as 
a ſtranger upon earth; and doth heaven 


{way and rule his thoughts as home dotli, 
thoſe of a man upon a journey? The for- 
mal perſon, as ſoon as he hath donc with 


| the taſk of devotion, thinks juſt as other 


men do, without ſerioufneſs, in a vain, 
{elfiſh, earthly manner: neither the glory 


| of God; nor ſelf-denial and deadneſs to che 


world, nor heavenly-mindedneſs, nor hu- 
miliation, have entered into his manner of 


| thinking. And although he often thinks 


about what is good, yet never doth he think 
of it, as he ſhould, humbly and charitably. 


80. grept a a differcnce i is there between him 
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and the new creature, that while the new 
creature thinks of the moſt indifferent thing 
religiouſly, he thinks of the moſt religious 
thing in a manner unſanctified and perverſe. 
And what ſhall Eſay of the careleſ5 ſin- 
ner? Are not the thoughts of his heart 
maniteſt ? Doſt thou not think like a child 
of the earth, nothing in thy manner teſti- 
fying an higher original? Are not thy 
thoughts in ſuch a way as: this?“ This. 
will bring me profit, and that preferment 
« and honour; this will hurt my intereſt, 
and that will croſs my ſchemes; this will 
4 oratify me, furniſh my table, my houſe; 
„ that will enlarge my influence, and in- 
« creaſe the number of my dependents; 
„ this man will be an; hinderance to me, 
that man will do me ſervice, and I muſt 
make him my friend,” Doſt thou not 
think upon every thing with worldly views 
and principles? And when a thought of 
_ God, death, or eternity, forces itſelf upon 
thee, is it not thy manner to receive it. with 
diſſatisfaction, and to forget it with all in- 
difference? To ſhew thee thy way of think- 
ing in its true light: A good man thou 
approveſt, yet canſt not think of him but 
with diſpleaſure; an i man thou con- 
demneſt, and yet thy thoughts are thoſe of 
peace, nearneſs, and reconciliation towards 
him. Upon the fight of. the former, thy 
heart crieth out. within thee, E e : 
I OTE, 
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found me, O mine enemy (by ? Upon that of 
the latter, Come with me, caſt in 2 wot 
Jet us have one purſe (c}. 

(2.) The new creature hath an apineſs tos 
fall into holy meditation... Let this be in- 
ſtanced in ſeaſons of leiſure ' and- retite- 
ment. A man freed from the weight of 
buſineſs and the engagement of company, 
who can be withoas ſerious refle xion in one 
kind or other, can have but little room to 
Judge that God hath the firſt regard of his 
foul. And yet there is a generation which- 
is not apt to take up the thought of God 
and: religion upon fuch moſt ſeaſonable 
eccaſions ; ungodly men, who, as David 
ſpeaks, have not God in all their thoughts (d)., 

They ſhall be alone on a journey, riſe up- 
| and lie down, and all the thoughts of their 
hearts vain and worldly, As I may ſay, 
they do not all the while once think of 
| thinking upon God. And what will ye 
| judge of yourſelves? Are ye not carnal # 
| Are ye not careleſs Will ye yet doubt of 
the unholy ſtate of your ſouls, when ye 
will not ſo much as think of your heavenly. 
Father, and the heavenly inheritance he 
offers you, even when ye have nothing elſe 
to think fx? 51 

But the new creature, as he is apt tos 

fteal a thought for a moment out of buſi- 
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neſs or company, and to retire to God in 
the midſt of either, ſo he makes much of 
ſeaſons when he is in retirement, Now 
he finds himſelf free and at eaſe, free now 
for converſe with his God, and to com- 
-mune with his ſoul, Now he falls into ſe- 
rious meditation; either ſearches out his ſpi- 
rit and his conduct, or raifes his thoughts 
after God, or ſtretches them forward into 
eternity, or deliberates for the glory of his 
"Maſter's kingdom. Some ſolemn ſubj: & 
engages him: and though he be bien 
from it by the interruption of trifling con- 
ceits, which the weakneſs and vanity of the 
human mind is ever liable to, yet he will 
be returning to it again and again. The 
cxxxixth palm affords us an admirable ex- 
ample of a good man's ſecret and holy me- 
.ditation. It contains fome pious reflexions 
of David upon God's univerſal preſence. 
He was funk into the moſt ſolemn recol- 
lection, upon the thought of God's near- 
nels unto him. He was confidering how 
'God tearched him, and ſaw him through- 
out: hc found he could go no- where from 
God in the whole univerſe! Where-ever 
he was, there God. weuld be alſo. 'The 
awful, pleaſing thought grows warm upon 
his ſout, til! he feels himſelf beſet on every 

| tide; and (if I may ſo expreſs it) unable to 
/ eſcape from God's preſence. He breaks 
1 out in this moſt pious and moſt ſuitable 
ejacu- 


* 
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ejaculation: Try me, O Cod, and ſeek the 


ground of my heart; prove me and examine ny 
thoughts; look well if there be any way ef 
wickedneſs"in me, and lead me in the wa 
everlaſting, 
Will Kanne ſap, chat it hach this 
aptneſs to ſeriotis- meditation??? How was 
_ the laſt hour of leifure employed? What 


matter was the ſubject of it * Retired from 


the world, did thy thoughts ity upwards ? 


Didſt thou find thyſelf: drawn towards God 


and Chriſt; that thou waſt inclined to ſacred 
| reflexion; the tendency of thy ſoul, as 
it it had been influenced by an attractive 


principle, directing thy thoughts towards 


the point of ſeriouſneſs? Or waſt thou not 


at that hour engaged upon ſome important 


ſcheme of intereſt, or honour? upon ſome 
trifle Jately enjoy ed, or of which thou waſt 
in expectation ?. Was it thus that hour was 
ſpent? © And are thy retired (T mean not thy 
- devotional) hours like unto it? Surely, 
thou thinkeft as the careleſs doth ; thou art 
a ſtranger to the prous ſpirit which pol- 
ſeſſes the new creature's breaſt, Vet again, 
(3. The zero creature doth not entertain 

deſtling thoughts in his heart. Proud un- 
charitable, worldly, luſtfut ſuggeſtions may 
be ſtarting up in the mind, although leſs and 
leſs, more ſeldom and more faintly, as we ad- 
vance towards perfection. But the 1 inquiry : 


15 W nat eutertuinment they meet with? Are 
| K 6 = they. 
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they not ſuddenly obſerved and ſpeedily caſt 


out? Doth the mind dwell. upon them, 


raiſing contrivances to put them in execu- 
tion? Above all, js there little elſe which 
paſſes through the mind, inſomuch that the 
ſoul feeds upon them continually 2. God, 
who trieth the heart and reins, ſees no- 


thing but filthineſs and defilement abiding. 


with fuch. What matter forms, if this be 


the caſe ?: Or where can be the difference 
between the decent, or the open careleſs ſin- 


ner > God requireth truth in the. inward 


paris ſe); and, behold an heart unwaſhed 


from wickedneſs 3. nothing but vain. thoughts 
| lodge there (V. 


But the thoughts of the: righteous are right; ; 


he ſuppreſſes all fintul imaginations; he will 


not entertain ſuch diſagreeable gueſts. It 
grieves him that impurities ſhould be preſſ- 
ing into the temple of God. But he har- 


bours them not, would not ſhew them the 
leaſt courteſy : not knowingly doth he give 
them the leaſt conſent. Do they return. 


again and again, he ſtill refuſes. them, ſtill 
caſts them out; aſhamed that he is ſo little 
maſter of his own heart. He doth not ſit 
down and feed his mind with pompous re- 


views of the honour, wealth, or fame, that 


diſtinguiſhes him in his generation; nor 


amuſe and loſe himſelf in imaginary diſtant 
ſcenes of cg ale or. carnal plea. 


. Plal. He & 7 wal Jer. Wo dds: 45: 
ſures, 
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fures, which Are but 1 in expectation; he keeps 


his thoughts cloſe as he can to preſent duty 


and the occurrences of the inſtant day, leav- 
ing to-morrow: to God, the diſpoſer of i it, 


the diſpenſer of all its. events. He, as it 


were, takes no thoaght for the morrow; 
finding that fufficient unto the day is the evil” 
thereof (g). In a word, he is ſuch an ene- 


my to ſin, that he cannot patiently endurę 
it in the moſt ſecret thoughts of his heart. 
There is a ſpring upon his ſoul, which per- 
petually and forcibly acts apainſt all vain 
imaginations; though nevertheleſs he is 


not without ſuſpicions, that he may 1675 


give them. ſome unobſerved conſent; 


knows that he hath no lie in his right , 1. 


when, in the ſacred words of inſpiration, 


makes his moſt devout and importunate pe- 
tition to the Father of heaven; Renew a right 


ſpiritwithinme (S); try my heart aud my reins; 
cleanſe me from ſecret faults ; let the medita- 
tions of my heart be acceptable in thy fight, O 
Lord my firength and my Redeemer (i). O men- 
tion me in the book 75 emembrance which, 78 
written before thee for them which fear the 
Lord, and have thought upon his name. | 
70 ſtate the Whole of this matter in the 


ſhorteſt. compaſs,—lt is the way of a natu- 


ral, man to think Aue ah, even of the 
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moſt ſerious things; of a renewed man to 


ſanctify the moſt ordinary occurrences in 


his manner of thinking of them. It is the 


way of the unhumbled mind to be unapt to 


holy meditation in the hours of leiſure and 
retirement. The thoughts of the new crea- 


ture upon ſuch occaſions, ſettle eaſily upon 


ſpiritual and heavenly things. It:is an evi- 
dence of an unchanged heart, that evil 
thoughts do dwelt upon and poſſeſs them- 
ſelves of the mind: Itiis the proof of a new 
ſpirit that ſuch ſuggeſtions are quickly ſeen, 
ſtoutly reſiſted, and ſuddenly rejected; that 


there is a certain longing and labouring of 


ſoul to- poſſeſs a greater 9 0 over and 


freedom from them. 
2. From thoughts I paſs on to wok, 
which expreſs the thoughts of the heart ; 


and are moſt evident tokens of the frame 
and temper of ſoul which abides within; 
for our of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth ſpeaketh H, whether it be good or 
ill. From hence it muſt follow, as an un- 
deniable conſequence, that where the heart 


is renewed. the. ſpeech will be ſeaſoned. 
Although a ſavorineſs in ſpeech doth. not 


always prove a wholeſomeneſs and found- 
neſs of heart, ſeeing good-breeding,' for- 
mality, or h ypocriſy ſhall be found to make 


the mouth clean, when the Heart 1 1s 5 all rot- 


* Marth, Xii. 34. 8 
ten 
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ten and defiled. But theſe are points un- 


queſtionably certain, that where the ſpeech 
is naught, the heart is ſo too; and that 


when the heart is changed, there will be an 


holy and adviſed uſe of the tongue. 


By thy words thou ſhalt be juſtiſted, and by 
thy words thou ſhalt be condemned (1). Hear 


therefore and underfland ; for out of thine own 
mouth will I condemn thee, thou wanton 9205 2 


ner, thou too eaſy formaliſt. 


Your tongue is licentious; it runs at ran- 


dom. I charge you not with lewdneſs, or 
| profanenels, or inciviliey, or falſity in your 
| 1peech.; but you have no bridle upon your 
tongue; there is no holy conſtraint upon 
pou; your tongue goeth through the world 

at large, regardleſs of the unprofitableneſs 


and vanity there is in your talk, of the un- 
meaning damage you may do your neigh- 


| bour, or the chthonour you may bring upon 
God. You ſay, ith our tongues will we 
| ſpeak; our lips are our own z. who is Lord © 


over us (m! But you want that purpoſe of 


E hcart at Four mouth ſhall not tranſereſs, 


So that you talk incontiderately, and your 
tongue, void of all reverent fear, wantons 


W ith an unadviſed raſhneſs upon every mat- 
| ter wheteof you ſpeak. Your heart light, 
| arid your tongue let looſe, you ſay what | 
you will, without farther reflection, 


0% Maths xii 37. (m) Vial, xi. 4 
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Not ſo the renewed perſon. He not only 


Nys I will, but actually does rake heed to his 


ways, that be offend not in his tongue. His 
tongue is kept as with a bridle(n) ; he marks 


what he ſays; dares not ſpeak what he thinks 


not, or does not judge meet to be ſpoken; 
is upon his guard, that he do not drop an 


idle or a raſh word: if he does, it is obſerved 
and condemned. His tongue is brought un- 


der a law. He keepeth his mouth; 401% not 
anſcver before he heareth 3. doth not footiſhly 


utter all his mind, but keeperh it in till after- 
wards. He hath found that in many words 
are divers vanities ;. wherefore he walks at- 
ter Solomon's counſel, he /pareth his words; 
they are gracious, and they are few. _ 


See what a difference. there 1s between 


the manner of the one and the other; juſt 
as wide as between unadviſedneſs and cau- 
tion, licentiouſneſs and godly fear. If your 
tongue be under no rule, or at leaſt none 

but that of decency and civility, and you 

know not to hold it in awe for God, for hea- 
ven, and for your ſoul's ſake, it is a ſhrewd 


argument of an unbroken heart. But if your 


tongue be under a ſacred ſubjection; if 
you bridle, confine, and keep a ſtrait hand 
upon it, it is a good and continual proof ot 
a converted heart. So the wiſe man deter- 
mineth : Te heart of the righteous 1 


(x Pial. Wix. 1% 
10 
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to anſever; it is with confultation and re- 


f the wicked: poureth out evil things (0) 3 
raſhneſs and vanity pour out of his mouth, 
without thought, and without end. 

Again: If your heart be unchanged, you 
will be ufing your tongue as convenience ſerves. 

When a man's tongue turns about with 
every company, and is ready for every 

| purpoſe; when it is made the ſervant of all 
occaſions, is proſtituted to the views of in- 


F NTV ̃ • O 


| what conſcience, but: what preſent conve- 
nience cds Sol- when it can be ſmooth 
and flatter with the great, hath a ſober 


oy 


we 


vvord among the ſerious, nor ſtands out for 
en a lewd jeſt (decently. wrapt up it may be) 


tif it be the humour, ſurely there is no faith- 


ur t be very wickedneſs b. 

ne But now the good man, out of tego trea- 

ou. ſure of his heart, bringetb forth 'gaod things 

a-). His ſpeech is always with grace, ſeaſoned. 

vd with falt Fr). He fpeakerh the truth from his 

ur WM Hearts): this is his main care; not lying for 
if God, nor to ſerve any preſent turn; and then 

nd his tongue is his inſtrument whereby to glo- 

" of Þ nity God, and to profit Ins: neighbour, He. 

| abours that his words be weighty, ſerious, 


(o) Prov. xv. 28. (4) Pal. v. % 


_ (9) Matti. Xl 362" r) Col. iv. 
© Pſal. h. xl 88. 5 6 
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gard that a good man ſpeaks; but the mouth 


tereſt, reputation, or luſt, and ſpeaks not 


fulneſs in ſuch a mouth, and the inward parts 
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edifying, courteous. Hear the furniture of hs 
mouth, hou full of grace his lips are! He hath 
a word for God and a word for ſouls, a word 
for the righteous and a word for the wicked, 
a word for comfort and a word for reproof, 
a word for peace and a word for charity, a 
word for the abſent and a word for the ſlam 
dered, a word for the oppreſſed and a word 
forthe oppreſſor: all which words he brings 
forth as need is, and uſes with ſincerity and 
reſolution, quickening as goads, and cloſe ar 
nails faſtened. by the maſter of the aſſemblics 
(t) e not ſtudying toi pleaſe, fo much as to 
benefit thofe with whom he converſes. 
Say, thou man of double tongue, whoſe 
mouth eaſily aceommodates itſelf to every 
wWorldly refpect, turning round with thy 
intereſts and the eountenances of others, 
how doth he. ſtand in wide oppoſition to 
thee! He would approve himſelf to God, 
thou to men; he ſpeaks not, as thou doſt, 
for his own' ends, but to edificarion-; his 


communicative member 18 employed ſo- | 


berly, not vainly; faithfully, not deceit- 
fully; meekly, not haughtily ; kindly, not 
roughly; lovingly, not cruelly and: unfeel- 
ingly to others. — Look well to-this, I in- 
treat you. It is a great matter, and a not- 
able fruit of the renewed. mind;;. for $1. 


() Ecole. xii. who” „ 
ROT James 


Une 
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James ſaith, If any man offend not in worll, 
the jame is a perfect man (u). None is a new 


creature whoſe tongue is not under this 


diſcipline: but where the new creature is 


| Within, all this will be familiar and genuine. 


Once more, if you are the new creature, 
you will take the name of God into your mouth 
With an awful und religions reverence, Alas! 


for the inſolent wretches who can trifle 


with the glorious and fearful name, the Lord 
our God! Whether ſhall we more lament the 
diſhonour ye do to our God, or the ruin 
which is falling upon your impenitent 
heads? Ye ſport of Satan! ye engines which 


he raiſes up againſt God, to defy him to 
his face! whether ye be they who bellow 
out mad curſings, and call down God to 
ſee your falſehoods, anger, revenge, and 


vain humours; or whether they who reve- 
rence not the caths ye take; either know- 
ing that ye ſwear falſly, or not carefully 
performing the obligations ye have thus 


ſolemnly bound upon you; one and the 
other, how far muſt ye needs be from God, 


who can treat him in this manner without 
trembling ! and ye too, who can approach 
this houle of worſhip, and ſpeak to God 


with a moſt afirenting indifference, as if he 


ere not worth the regarding; or with an 
aſſected devotion, as it he could be pleaſed 


| With ny” Mercitul God! How | 


(2) James it ll. 2. 


muck 


OY Ec 


| 
i 


212 The Believer anew Creature. Serm. 8.8 


much farther wilt thou ſuffer us to go? 
Nothing but thine own infinite patience 
could poſhbly endure under ſuch inſo- 
lences ? — Theſe are the provokings of 
the natural man. 

The new creature, on the contrary, treats 
the very name of God with reſpect; doth 
not ſlightly introduce it into his ordinary 
Converſation, as the manner of ſome is, 
nor lightly worſhip him with a cold and gr 
wandering heart. He would not ſpeak of ch 
God without need; and when he ſpeaks of Þ th 
him, it is with all reverent regard. He ap 
doth not babble, he neither knows nor con- N wi 
_ - iders what, when he prays. he worſhips, Nye. 
as he can, in ſpirit and in truth. He is not m 
craſh with. his mouth; he is not haſty to utter ma 
any thing before God; ſor God is in heaven, dre 
and he upon earth (x):. JC 
Remark it well: You ſhall find this re- 
verent regard of God's name no ſmall 
mark of difference between a good and 
ill heart., When the ſoul is poſſeſſed with 
any becoming impreſſions of the Divine 
Majeſty: and preſence, the tongue is holdenſthe 
with an awful reſtraint, nor can any longerfon 
trifle with ſerious things; the whole may v 
-bows before God, and the mouth humbly|Mop 
confeſſes the difference which the ſoul feelWai 
to be between the infinite God and /infuft B 
duſt aud aſhes. When a man is broughl|Whe 
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into the preſence, however ſlightlyhe might | 


have treated Majeſty before, it now ſtrikes 


and awes him, nor does he dare ſpeak but 


| reipecttully and reverently. But the ſinner 
ſpeaks of and to God without fear, becauſe 
he is not introduced, becauſe his ſoul knows 
not what it is to ſtand before the preſence of 


the Almighty. . 
Caſt back your eye now, and review the 


ground wehave paſſed. Conſider the peculiar 


character of the new creature; how greatly he 
thinks; how exaltedly he ſpeaks. Do you not, 
approve him, however unlike him you are; 
with that even thus you thought and ſpake; 
yea, envy him, that he ſtands in a light ſo 
much above you? A Chriſtian indeed, is a 
man, a reaſonable creature; a light, which 


„, draws the eye and engages the heart; whoſe. 


property it is to make manifeſt, and reprove 
the works of darkneſs. Go ye children of 

the night, and lament your ſtupidi: », that 
e are thus far from that conduct which ye 
are not condemn; go and learn that, a- 
nidſt all the eaſe, wealth, and ſecurity of 
he world, the meaneſt Chriſtian is one in- 
omparably beyond you in every thing tru- 
y valuable; and remember, that while your 
nopes ſhall aſſuredly periſh, bis ſhall re- 
1ain throughout all generations. 
But I leave this with you for the preſent. 

The ſolemn tranſaction before us demands 
Pur attention. SES nds 
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1 muſt hope, that all of you, who are 


drawing near to remember Jeſus Chriſt, and 
to partake of the pledges of his love, in 
the ordinance now before us, have in ge- 
neral been able to make application to your- 
ſelves of the Chriftian's character, as far as 
you have heard it deſcribed hitherto: at 


jeaſt that ye have clearly ſeen that the de- 


fſeription of the natural man, whether care- 
leſs or formal, doth not ſuit you ; and that 
ye evidently find in yourſelves a ſincere de- 


fire, and an earneſt purpoſe of heart, to 


reach atter that, which ye are apt to think 
ye have not yet attained, of the new crea- 


ture. If any one diſcovers a point of holineſs 


before him which he hath not reached, and 
yet doth not experience any ſtrong defire to 
come up with it, he wants one of the main 
pillars of a renewed mind, hwngering and 
thirſting after righteouſneſs ; and does not 
belong to Chriſt. Such an one, in the ute 
of the communion, is likely to do nothing 


more than blind his eyes and harden his 


heart: Suppoſing, therefore, that ſuch as 
are determined for the feaſt, are in general 
partakers of the new nature, and ſeeking 


= growth and improvement in this wonderful 


Change that hath been wrought upon them; 
I may ſuitably ſuggeſt to them, 

1. The fitneſs of all thankful acknow- 
ledgment to their head, as the author of 


this their new birth, Ye were naturally 
os dead 
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| dead in treſpaſſes and ſins; had not the leaſt 
| ſpark belonging to you of thoſe gracious 
diſpoſitions which now adorn your ſouls, 
and «cauſe you to lift up your heads with 
| hope. That you are now alive from the 
dead is, becanſe Chrift liveth in you: for 
God hath guickened you, through him. This 
ye have received out of his fulneſs. Go 
then, and preſent unto him your grateful 
praiſes in the way he hath appointed you. 
Go with moft humble thankigivings, with 
ſentiments of acknowledgement, which la— 


- pleſſing he hath beſtowed upon you, in vi 
s ting you in your lew fate, and turnin 

d Jou from darkneſs unto light, and vin 
0 the power of Satan unto God. . Cold we ſhall 
be in the remembrance ef our Maſter's 


* death, if there be net ſome hope of an in- 
ot I tereſt in the merits of it. But if our hope 
ſe Nye grown up to confidence in him, becauſe he 
og Hath created us again, and we have found 
\'s Nurſelves new creatures, then our acts of 
as {raiſe will not fail of being hearty before 
cal im, and full of the moſt determined pro- 
ng eſtations of duty and ſervice to the Lord 
ful Pur Redeemer. "On og Hip I ſhall re- 
und you, 


e. That if you. are the new. creature, 
owe it is yours, and the promiſes yours; ſo 


of lat upon this ground you may ſurely ap- 


ally N Cre to yourſelf. in this ſacramental 
dead . | ſeal, 


bour after proportien with the vaſineſs of the 


* — — 
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ſeal. For hereby Chriſt is actually ſealed 
in all the ſcope of his benefits to thoſe who 


are his; that is, to thoſe, whom his ſpirit 
hath already transformed by the renewal of 


| their hearts and lives. To them the ele- 


ments of bread and wine, as inſtituted ſigns 
and feals of the new covenant, are ſacra- 


mentally the body and blood of: Chriſt, ac- 
cording to his words of inſtitution, this is 
niy body, this is my biood. Be ſtrong then in 
faith, nothing — . Be aſſured, that 
he is faithful who hath promiſed ; and take 
Chriſt unto you as yours, not only fignified 

but confirmed to you, by. theſe. pledges 

and aſſurances of his favour, Nor let the 
apprehenſion you have of your very great 

unworthineſs, prevent your expectation 
that ye ſhould not partake of the free gift 


53 God: but drawing near with faith, take 


this holy ſacrament to your comfort. May 


your ſouls be refreſhed ! may ye go forward 
in the influence of that refreſhment, from 
ſtrength to ſtrength, tilb ye coma unto: the, 


mount of God. Vet, 
Remember, that you have not tycts at- 
| Nied. The new man, formed in you as 
he is, wants ſtrength, growth, and. vigour. 
Vou have found yourſelf imperfect in every 
particular, while J have been deſcribing to 
you the ne creature. But you labour to 
go on unto perfection. And ſhall not 
what you have alrcady received, ſerve as an 
carneſt 


K 
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carneſt ro give you confidence that you ſhall 
receive more from him, who giverh liberally 
and upbraideth not( 3}? who doth not grudge 
that we have received much already; but 
faith, Open thy wourh wide, and I will fill 
it (z 2). Approach then w ith thankful bold- 
neſs to this feaſt of fat things; this, of all 
others, the moſt plentcous channel where 
grace flows, the ordinance of Chriſt's ap- 
pointment,wherein he conveys his whole felt; 
carrying with thee thele gracious words of 
his, 1f any man thirſt, let him come unto me 
and driak fa). Come, athirſt as thou art, 

for the needful ſupply of the ſpirit, to mor- 


| tity more effectually thy corruptions; to 


blunt the edge of all the temptations wherc- 

with ſin, the world, and Satan beſet thee; 
and to quicken thee in every way of holineſs. 
Come with thy particular needs: what is 
the fin that moſtly aflails thee, what the 
luſt that inveterately ſtrives for the maſ- 
tery, what the grace that is in a languiſhing 
ſtate? Come, eat and drink to the latiaty- 

ing of 1 ſoul. Amen. 


0) James i. 5. (5) Pfal.Ixxxi. 10. 
(a) John vii. 37. IXa 
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2 COR. v. 17. 


17 any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature, 


| Q HALL I hope, that in the days paſt 
| MFyou have beenattentively weighing your 
| thoughts and words? This is to digeſt the 
| food that is miniſtered unto you every 
| Lord's day. In ſuch a cafe, you muſt have 
attained to a clearer Jetermjmiriear, from 
the obſervation and inquiry you have been 
making, which way you are diſpoſed ; what 
inauner of ſpirit you are of, whether regene- 
rare or carnal. Conſequently you will be 
no in the ſpirit of meekneſs, ready for 
farther diſcovery in ſelf- knowledge, and 
better prepared for improvement, from 
what J am ſtill to offer. But if by any it 
was we forgotten; if by any deſpe- 


L2 rately 
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rately caſt by as ſoon as it had been heard; 


jf ſuch as had ſeen a little what manner of 


men they were, in the glaſs then preſented 


before them, have gone away and quickly 


loſt ſight of the deformed appearance they 
made in their own eyes; or if there were 
any ſcoffers among you, too forward to 


blaſpheme the word of truth, and cry 
What would this vabbler ſay? He feemeth to 


he a ſetter forth of flrange doctrines: with 
the one or the other of theſe, how ſhall 1 


even hope for better ſucceſs? It were 
vanity to hope it, were what we ſpeak but 


the reaſonings of man ; but the word 1s 


God's, mighty 0 pull down ſtrong holds (- . | 
And the band of God is not "ſhortened (c); it 


can feizc and x the moſt unſettled and care- 
leſs; it can ſtrike to the ground the moſt 


flubborn, and make the in.olent perſecutor 
cry out, Mhat ſhall T do? 


Depending therefore on the influence of 
this grace, q go on to preſent to you the 
new creature's courſe of action. And this 


_ negatively, what he doth not do; and poſt- 
tively, what he doth. 


But before I proceed to the negative de- 


ſcription of the ne creature, I muſt beg to 


be diſcharged for a ſeaſon from the confine- 


ment I have hitherto, for the moſt. part, 


been under, in repreſenting the various cha- 


racers of formality and careleſſneſs. Hence- 


(3) 2 Cor. X. 4. 0 Iſa. lix. 1. 
forward 


. 
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forward they do ſo coincide, that T am not 
able to diſcern any difference. Formality 
Ball be ſeen, as it is, real careleffneſs; A 1 
Hall be ſeen, as it is, real carelefſneſs; ind. 
the mol. abandoned proſſigate ſhall be found 


Jifferenced from ſuck an one, in degree 


only of carcteflnets. I ſhall not oppoſe to 
the Chriition the monſter who goes into 
(very excels of riot, and caſts off all re- 
ſtraints, even of civility and fociety: but, 

as we ſhall follow the new creature only 1 into 
the lefler parts of his conduct, whercin he 
ſtands fingular and acts alone, ſo the oppo- 
fition will be made in {tuch a manner as, 


| while negligence in ſuch leſſer things ſhall 


be found to denominate a man unrenewed, 
there ſhall be room given to reprove thoſe 
who are apt to conceit much of them- | 
ſelves for the ſake of ſome religious per- 
formances and acts of benevolence and 
humanity; and of confequence, we fhall 
leave the more licentious e w. ichout 
excuſe. DT 

The negative part of the new creature's 
conduct ſhall be illuſtrated in tbeſe in- 
ſtances: —he forbears all things which he 


| knows to be finful ;—hath not any thing in 
his courſe which he ſuſpects to be finful ;— 


keeps from needleſs temptations; — doth 
not come under the power of any lau ful 


thing 3 —labours to give no offence 1 in any 
thing. 


N L 3 Re © He 
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1. He forbears all things which he 
knows to be finful. In this reſpect his con. 
ſcience is void of effence both towards God 
Girl TOTWAT 45 man (a) : tor 0 it he Can a - 
peal; and it will make a ready and exprels 
3 to him ; that he knoros noting 45 

himpetf. There is no fin in his courſe that he 

knows of; no, not the leaſt fin, as far as he 
apprehends. I would not be miſtaken. as if 
I meant he had no imperfections to lament, 
no fin to contend with, or that his corrupted 
heart did at no time gain any advantage of 
him. But I ſay fin is not in his courſe, 
nor is any fin allowed and harboured by Bim 
The law in his members will be ſtriving, 
will be infinuating itſelf into all he doth; 
poſſibly will take him, upon ſome extra- 
ordinary occaſion, at unawares, and hurry 
him into a fingle act of compliance. Bur 
if at any time it doth ſo, his tender hcart 
will be inſtantly ſtricken ; he will be ſadly 
reproaching himſelf, and rotring for the aif- 
gquretneſs of his heart, Shame, for row, and 
_ darkneſs will overwhiclin and cloud bim; 
he will be ſeeking peace, aud finding nue or 
a ſcaſon: he will aſſuredly judge himſelf 
the greateſt monſter upon earth. The real 
Chriſtian is an avowed enemy to all fin; 
nor can the weight of prevailing example, 
the miſinterpretations which men of loofcr' 
conicience put upon things, the fooliſh 
OE (8) Aets xxiv. 16. 
| thou ght 
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thought that ſome ſins are but little mat- 
ters; nothing can engage him to call evi! 
good, or to admit into his conduct what he 


Knows God doth not approve. 


If this be true, then whoever abides un- 


der the power and practice of any Known 


ſin cannot be a new creature. Doth con- 
ſcience ſay (and let it ſpeak) you have about 
you, in your courſe and conduct, one the 
1 thing which is ſinful ? Is it accul- 

g you of any one point wherein you of- 
Ry which you will either allow yourſelf 
in, or elſe fall into cuſtomarily, that is as 
the temptation to it comes in your way ? 
Hearken to no excuſes ; all pretences you 
ſhall be forming are vain ; be aſſured that 
your heart is nol right, that you have not 
been 7ransformed in the inner man by the re- 
werwing of your mind; that you have n opart 
in Chriſt. * date ver you may have con- 
ceited from any miſtaken applications of 


the new creature's chara er to yourſelf, 


in the branches of it which you have al- 
ready heard, you are entirely deceived ; 


this one fin convinces vou, and caſts you 
out: nor cheat yourſelf any longer into 


a perſuaſion that the fin you practiſe is not 
with your allowance. You may ſeem to 
__ forry for it ; may ſtoutly reſolve againſt | 
but if you cuſtomarily fall into it again 
and again, plain it is, no change hath been 
I. 4. wrought 


* 
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wrought upon your heart. You do not ap- 
prehend its deformity; your will doth not 


heaytity refuſe it: and if you will be at the 


pals to examine, you may eafily find your- 
ſelf a ttranger to the feelings of a new crea- 
ture concerning it; hatred.” big with Joath- 
ing as you look at it, ſorrow piercing your 
heart as you reflect What a monſter it hath 

1de you, and fear filling you with anxious 
fuſe icion, leſt it ſhould again overtake you. 


He therefore that is in che practice any 


known fin, great or little, is not renewed. 
And when fin abounds, as it doth this day, 
how many profeſſed Chriſtians muſt this one 


word exclude from the kingdom of Chriſt, 


and convince to be of another kingdom than 


his ! For whoſoever committeth fin is of ihe 


devil: but whoſoever is born of God doth not 
commit ſin; for his ſeed remaineth in him; and 
he cannot ſin, becauſe he is born of God fe). 

Suffer me to add yet one word to thoſe 
who are continuing in the practice of known 


ſin, and yet make exculc. I will ſuppoſe 

your fins to be drunkennets : and too much 
15 reaſon have to ſuppole it may. You do 
not:ger drunk wiltully you ſay; you are. 
caught unadviſedly. I grant all which you 
mean; I allow that you do not ſet yourſelf 
to get drunk; that yo have no premedi- 
rated. detign of nenn ing God, and making 


(4 


1 john ii. 4 3 


vourſelt 
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vourſelf a beaſt; that you do it not ſceing 


God's majeſty juſt before your eyes, the 


flaming vengeance of his arm ſtretched out 


apainit you, forbidding you and charging 
your very foul, ** See thou do it not.“ T his 
would be ſinning wilfully, with a venge- 
ance; and yet this is all you mean; the beſt 


excuſe you have to plead.. No, I ſuppoſe 


you have no ſuch thoughts as theſe ; verily, 


believe you have no deſign to offend God 


upon ſuch occaſions. But your fin is wil- 
ful nevertheleſs.. You chooſe the glaſs and a 
friend: this is the prevailing bias with you; 
this is your wi when vou can enjoy it. And 
doth not that inelination lead you into com- 
pany ſuited to the purpoſe, and that com- 
pany into excets ? It is not in any defign of 
being drunk, but in your being under the 
guidance of this bad inclination that the 
wilfulneſs of your fin confiſts: it is becauſe 
vou hearken to it, and not to grace and 
conſcience. Conſider, if this be not the 


* "ny cate. Lou are overtaken; it makes 


ou uneaſy; you dread the conſequences 
W which threaten you; you are determined. 
againſt it for the future; and yet, by and, 
by, it prevails again. 1 beſeech you, why- 
o, if your heart be not deſperately ſet upon. 
indulgence, and you cannot refuſe yourſelf. 
the gratification which it craves? Your wilt: 
is {ill perverſe; and all the fair promiſes” 
ou make do but ſerve to deceive you, It 
L 3 18. 
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is eaſy to carry this remark into any other 
fin which men repeatedly fall into. But | 
have inſtanced in the fin of drunkennels, 
becauſe of the eſpecial need there is 
ſhould bear teſtimony againſt it; having rea- 
jon to believe, that this way of drinking, 


and repenting of it (as it will be called) i Is 
the practice of too many among you. 


2. The new creature hath not any thing 
in his courſe which he ſuſpects to be ſinful. 
This will prove a notable mark of the dit- 
terence between a renewed and unrenewed 
mind. 

Are you one of thoſe who go on adven- 


turoufly, without fear and caution ; either 
not at all apt to ſuſpect that there may be ſin 


in many things you do; or, if you have 


ſulpicion of ſome what or ocher not altoge- 


ther right, yet paſting it over without ſeris 
OUS inquiry, as a ching of little conſequence, 
and what the gener ality do not heſitate to do? 


Have you {ome ſuſpicious things in- your 
courle which you have not carefully exa- 
mined, induſtriouſly turning your thoughts 


away from an inquiſitive ſearch into 
ent ; and ſome which you cannot per- 


ſuade your conſcience to approve? Are 
you raſh and hardy in this matter, your 
conſcience not tenderly ſwaying you to the 


ſater fide? You may not think that your 
heart is changed; chat zou love God, hatc 
| lin, 
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lin, and are more afraid of committing It 


than of the ſoreſt preſent evil; the fear of 
doing what 1s finful outweighing whatever 


convenience or pleature the ſuſpected action 
could be able to pronute you. You have no 


more pretenceto the ſimplicity and god]y-fin- 


cerity of the new creature than the rath youth 


who drives his Tolle forward, without 


regard to rocks or ſands that may be 


in cher way, can * up for the title and 


character of an exper enced, cautious, and 
good pilot. | 


Juſt the contrary to his is the manner 
of one who is renewed in the ſpirit of his 


„ind. With him the rule ſtands good, 
whatſoever is not of faith is fin . What- 


ever he ſuſpects he flops to fearch it out, 
bringing it to the late and the teſtimony 5 nor 


will do wha at is not determined to be allow- 
able, any more than what he perfectly knows 
to be wrong. He doth not hear] ken to 


leruples, indeed, after faithful inquiry, tho” 
he flill keeps his mind open to better infor- 
mation; but he dares not do any doubtful 


ching without inquiry. Still he keeps on 
the fafe fide. He cannot clearly determine 


upon it: it may be finful for ought he 
knows; he cannot do amiſs if he abſtain. 


Like a perſon travelling in a bad or miry 


road, if he ſees the way lulpicious at any | 


i 0 Rom. Xiv. 23. 


time, 
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time, he turns out of it. Or rather, like an 
honeſt ſervant, if b& ſuſpects any thing may 
prove injurious to his maſter's intereſt, he 
avoids it, and would charge himſelf wih 
unfaithfulneſs ſhould he adventure upon it. 
The new creature hates fin with an irre- 
concileable hatred; and when any thing 
Jooks doubtful „when he knows not what 
to make of it, whether it be ſinful or no, 
the ſacred jealouſy rouzes his diſguſt, and 
he paſſes by ou the other fide. Thus he keeps 
his courſe clear; the practice of no doubt- 
ful thing clogs him; he ſubmits not to the 
very ſuſpicion of evil: he can approach in 
theſe honeſt ſentiments, — “ Ford, behold 
thy ſervant : thou ſeeſt the ſimplicity of 
*© my: heart, that I fear nothing as 1 do the 
* offending of thee; yea, thou ſeeſt that I 
« dare not, that I would not, adventure 
« into the leaſt thing which might diſpleaſe 
« thee. Holy Father, thou haſt taught me 
„to hate all evil ways, and, to the praiſe 
« of thy grace I will avouch it, that thou 
&« haſt let me this day free from all ſuſpect· 

ed evil in my allowed courſe.” Look- 
ing about upon his buſineſs, his company, 

his amuſements, he can make this appeal to 
the Searcher of Hearts. And herein how 
will he be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe who are 
neither apt to ſutpeCt any thing, nor to heed 
the riſings of ſuſpicion, when the conſcience 
doubts and gives warning of ſin! 


3. The 


f 
> 
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3. The renewed man keeps from all need- 
l:js temptations. By temptations, I mean any 


thing which may be the inftrument of lead- 


ing and drawing into fin; of ſedueing the 


heart into pride and vanity, into worldly- 
mindedneſs and diſhoneſty, into lewdneſs, 
drunkennels, gluttony, or idleneſs. Pride, 


worldlineſs, and luſt, are the ſtrong holds of 
fin; and all that is abour us affords conti- 
nual matter for enflaming the one and the 
other within us. The heart is more eſpe— 


cially apt to be enſnared by eminence or 


diſtinction of any fort, by a perpetual hurry 


of bufineſs, Or 4 ceaſclels. round of amuſe- 
ment in the midſt of eafe ; and all theſc lie 


on every hand of us. 

This the man whoſe ſoul is folkioned for 
heaven knows; he ſees himſelf ſet in the 
midſt of many dangers, and is afraid of all 
theſe things which are in the world. In 


every thing he finds a fnare ; and holds off, 
as well as he may, from whatever might 
corrupt the purity and integrity of his 
heart. He lives at a diſtance from riotous 
company and boiſterous mirth ; paſles by 
the doors of lewdneſs, nor makes the vain. 
perſon his familiar friend. i e enters into 
buſineſs with religious fear; he is content 
if he be not rich; if he 3 is the more 
afraid; nor will take more upon him than 
conſiſtentiy with bis greater intereſts he 
can 
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ean manage. He doth not ſet himſelf looſe 
in purſuit of advancement and honour ; 
and he will be cautious in meddling with 
inquiries which are only curious. He will 
give as little occaſion to luſt, or love of the 
preſent world, or vanity, to take advantage 
of him, as he poſſibly can; and where any 
thing has a tendency to lead him into fin, he 
will not needleſly run upon it, —I cannot bet- 
ter illuſtrate the conduct of a good man with 
regard to temptations, than by comparing 
him to a feartul perſon confined in a place 
where ſome peſtilential diſeaſe rages. Such 
an one, you may well think, would not be 
running hazards; would cautiouſly avoid, 

as much as poſſibly he could, the people 
and the places which might give him the 
infection. He could not be out of danger 
in ſuch a circumſtance. No doubt, he muſt 
ſometimes bring himſelf unady ledly into 
danger; but it would be his greateſt and 
: prevailing care to keep himſelf from being 


infected. Juſt ſuch another infected place 
the good man finds the world to be; ſick Þ 
with the peſtilence of ſin, and every thing Þ 
which is in it ſpreading the infection to 
thoſe that dwell thereon.” He is ſhut vp in 


” IY Pay Y man. @ * 2 


it, he cannot eſcape. But with how much | 
peculiar and incomparable fear. doth he 


walk, becauſe the diſeaſe which o erfpreads | 
it is lo deadly! He will be as little in : 


YN 


the way of the infection as it is poſſible; 


ava | 


. 
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and, if he be drawn unwarily into a temp— 
tation, he will remark it for a future caution. 
Say, chou child of God, art thou not even 
thus fearful of temptations? Fearful of 
them, becauſe thou feareſt being drawn into 
fin? Every day of thy life ſhall witneſs 
tor thee that thou dareſt not venture upon 
needleſs danger; that as far as may be, 


and. with all the prudence thou canſt uſe, 
thou keepeſt thyſelf from temptation, liv- 
ing as in a world infected with fin. Yes, 
thou feareſt temptation, becauſe thou hateſt 
| fin; becaufe thou haſt taſted the gall and 
20rmwood there is in it; becauſe thou griev- 
eſt for the wounds it gave thy dearett Lord. 


If this be thy caſe, How different art thou 


from what thou waſt once thyſelf, and from 
| what others around thee are | 
live in the midſt of danger without fear, 
adventure continually into temptations; nor 
| conſider that thefe are the doors by which 
| tin gains admittance; 
plain of their weakneſs, and yet ſin again, 
| and are again ſelf-reproved, but will not 
| avoid the ſnares by which they fall. O the 
| infincerity of theſe men, frail as water, 
and yet ruſhing boldly into circumſtances, 

where even the ſtrength and conſtancy of 
Alas! my 


who fin and com- 


an apoſtle could not but falter. 
f friends, why is the careleſs perſon your 
And why are you caulclefly 

10 


Men who 


get ourſelves and looſe much time in re- 
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to be found within the walls where debau- 

chery and luſt dwell ? Why are you load- | *, 
ing yourſelves with cares which you cannot . 
manage and do not need? Why will you be 
preſſing ſo importunately after diſtinction, / 
pre-emumence, and wealth? Why all this, 
unleſs it be, that ye are poffeſſed with a ſe- 
cret craving after preſent gratification, and 1 f 
are unacquainted with the pleaſure of leck. 0 
ing after God? But, | x 


e DS eruc-hearted Chriſtian doth. not I 
come under the power of any lawtul thing. 5 
Hitberto we have ſeen him flecring his y 
courſe through what is unlawful, whether Þ , 


fin known, or ſin ſuſpected, or needleſs temp. 7 
tation. We mult ice now how he orders 1 
himſelf in things lawful, yet capable of I ,; 
abuſe : how wary he 1s that they do not 
hurt him; that his ſout receive no damage II 


in the uſe he makes of them. Ip 
It is a necdful as well as lawful. thing F* 
to wear decent and becoming apparel; re- 1 


quiſite it is that we take the refreſhments | 
of meat, and drink, and ſleep; it is allowed 1g 
that men may uſe proper recreations. But, 
according to the manner of uſing them, 
they become hurtful or not. Eaſy it 1s 10 
ee that we may dreſs vainly; eat, drink, 
and fleep with indulgence; and both for- 


creation, So that it is a ſilly, though, but 


too common lay ing, Ha at harm is there in 
*feick 
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ſuch things * Why truly, none at all in the 


things themſelves, but a great deal in the 


abuſe of them, or (as the apoſtle calls it) 
the being brought under the power of them 
%. Tf you dreſs beyond your ftation, puff- 
ing up your heart with finery; if you _ 
and drink to the pampering your body ; 

lee p without moderation, ſtupifying 1555 
ſoul by ſuch indulgences; if your recrea- 


tions diſorder the frame of your mind, ren- 
dering you leſs, inſtead of more fit for the 


more ſerious ollices of devotion and buſi- 


neſs, —ſurely there is ſome harm in all this; 
and whoever ſhall be in the uſe of theſe 


lawful things, in this manner, to the evi- 
dent hindrance of his ſoul, may be aſſured 


that he cannot be of the new creature's cha- 
racter. Nor tell me theſe are little things. 
If they be ſo, and yet you continue enſlaved 
by them, ſo much a ſtronger evidence they 
| become 'of a cold and unrenewed heart 
| dwelling in you. In truth, little as they 
| may ſeem, they keep your ſoul in a ruinous 
ſtate; yours, and I tear ten thouſand others. 
| To convince you, in a word (for I muſt not 
| ſtay to enlarge) when you will rather indulge 

| yourſelf i in bed than get up to meet God 

in prayer, and to be about your buſineſs; 
and will be eating and drinking to the full, = 
| 1nſtead of Zeeping your body under, and brings 15 
1% it into ſubjection on by a moderate 


42 t Cor. vi. 12. "07: 1 Cor. i IX, 27. 
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diet; when you are contriving your dreſs 
for vanity more than for uſe and decency ; 
when you will uſe thoſe very recreations, 
which you find by experience are inconſiſ- 
tent with a religious turn of mind, render- 
ing you perpetually forgetful and vain.— 
how can you once think that you mind 
things above; that you love God, and de- 
light in keeping his commandments; ; that 
you are ſeeking his everlaſting favour and 
preſence through Jeſus Chriſt ; that you re- 
lemble a miſerable ſinner who is labouring 
for ſalvation, and preſſing after the high prize 
of his calling with fear and trembling, left by 
any means he ſhould come ſhort of it! 
Hear how differently the new creature 
uſes all theſe things. He ſleeps for refreſh- 
ment only; and when that hath been ob- 
tained, he bethinks himfclt in ſuch a way 
as this: Away thou eaſe, thou waſt not 
* made for man. We muſt be up, mv ſoul, 
„to bleſs God for the protection of the 


„ night; to meet him with our praiſes in 


<© the early morning. Let us come before 
God to dreſs thee for the day! We have 
& precious hours before us, in which we 
* may. not ve idle. The glory of our God 
< 1s intruſted with us, the appointed labour 
& of life muſt be gladly maintained.” Up 
« then, my ſoul, and aſk the Provecyion of 
46 heaven for the renewed day! A day 
80 which, if not the laſt we have to live, 
! p . 6c yet 


| © thame into the world; 
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«yet which will bring us ſo much nearer 
„ the important eternity! A day, for the 
© uſe of which we ſhall have need either 
c to rejoice or grieve when our laſt fleep 
* approacheth !”—He clothes himſelf with 
decency, and for convenience. Could you 
tee his heart, you might read there, if not 
thele, .yet ſome ſuch ſerious reflections, — 


| $6 Our parent was afraid and hid himſelf, * 
= cauſe he was naked, Why then ſhould we 


7 * pride ourſelves in that which was only 
given us to cover our ſhame! Sin brought 
and that ſhame 


© made raiment needful. We can have 


| © little cauſe to boaſt of that which is the 


« ſtanding badge of our reproach and fin ! 
* IL will put you on to hide the ſhame of 


| © man,—to remind me that I am a fallen 
6 creature. 


[ye might have been another's, and not 


I may not be proud of you; 


* mine : but thankfully, according to my 
„ ſtation in life, I will uſe you as a defence 


* which God has provided for my weak body 
| © againſt the heat, the rain, and the cold.“ 


— He eats too, and drinks with modera- 


| tion, to preſerve the health and vigour of 


his body, not to indulge his palate, bleſſ- 
ing and praiſing God for the ſupply of his 


| 200d things afforded him; be puts the knife 
bs his throat, careful that he do not abule 


the Giver i in the uſe of them ; not ſtupify- 


| wg his lenſes, u. nor ijuring his reaſon, not 


nurfin ng 
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nurſing up his body for luſt, He would not 
have his body become leſs ſerviceable by too 
much or too little ſelf-denial: but keeping a 
due mean, that it may be fit for the nur poſes 
of the ſoul, and ſubſervient to its intereſts. 
—His recreations allo are with much con- 
ſultation and adviſednefs. Thoſe he chooſes 
which are intirely innocent; ſuch as he hath 
proved to be ro way hurtful to the religious 
trame and temper of his ſoul, He will have 
none of thoſe amuſements which ſhall en-— 
gage all his thoughts long before they 
come, and leave him almoſt incapable of 
reflexion when they are over; more con- 
| fuſed and burdened than they found him, 
Nor will he ſpend much time in them: 
they are his little intervals of relaxation 
from the ſerious and important affairs of 
life, that he may return to them again 
with recruited vigour. Thus he uſes theſè 
lawful things, becomingly heedful of them 
and index: nt to them. And as he ſhews 

| hereby an cntire contrariety to thoſe who 
live as if they were made to drefs, mdulge, 
and {quander away their time, fo allo he 
is a living teſtimony of the more noble re- 
gards » which ought to poſſeſs the ſoul, 

5. To complete the negative part of this 
character, as it relates to external conduct, 
Ladd, in thelaſt place, that he labours to give 
vo offence in wy thing, And how great the 
258 difference 
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difference here! How clear the moſt con- 
vincing evidences of the renewed and un- 
changed heart! While the tender regard 
of-the one bears an amiable reſemblance of 
the love of Jeſus, and the indifference of 
the other is but toe much like the cruelty 
of his enemy. 

You will not forbear your own way to 
pleate or profit any; will not confider your 
conduct as others are or may be affect- 
ed by it, nor retrench any thing of your 
freedom, however much your neighbour 
may be enſnared by the ule you make of 
your hberty ;—you do not trouble your- 
ſelf to think about other people. Scrip- 
ture bears the ſtrongeſt teſtimony againſt 

fuch a character. Jt muſt needs be that 


| offences come; but wwoe to that man by 


whom the offence cometh. It were better. for 
him that a mill-ſtone were hanged about his 


neck, and that he were drowned in the depth | 
| of the ſea, than that he ſhould offend one of 


theſe little ones (i). 


And why ſo?” you 
will be apt to ſay. 


« Am I my brother's 


« keeper [ J have no defign of drawing 


6 hich into fin : I do not bid him follow my 
cc example, nor defire that he ſhould encou- 
6 rage himſelf in doing ill, from the inno- 
& cent freedoms which 1 take. Nothing 


is farther from my thoughts than being! a 


O. IS. xn. 75 b Gen. iv. 9 


. 
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ce ſnare and an hindrance to others. While 
ce therefore I do but follow my own humour, 


& which every man hath a right to do in 


«© indifferent matters, why ſhould the faults 


© of others be thus laid at my door ?”—For 
the plaineſt reaſon in the world : Becauſe by 


ſuch a conduct you give up the intereſts of 


him whom you call your Maſter ; eviderttly 


ſhewipg no concern about his kingdom 
and glory ; and ſuffering, with much indif- 


ference, Satan to gain advantage by your 


means. In truth, no leſs may be ſaid of 


it, you are doing the work of Satan, how- 
ever little you may defign it. And judge 
now in conſcience if you can be the child 


of God? What! a child of God, and ſo void 
of all zeal for his honour, that you care not 
though you be the occaſion that his crea- 


tures and your brethren diſgrace and dif- 


obey him! A child of God, through Jeſus 
Chriſt; and fo unlike him, through whom 


you call God your Father, that you will 


not conſtrain yourſelf, in the leaſt degree, 


to fave thoſe from ruin for whoſe ſake he 


ſhed his moſt valuable blood! Surely, upon 


reflection, you cannot believe it yourſelf : 


nor is it any ſort of excuſe that you have 
no thought of ſeducing men into ſin, or 
of hardening them in it. Be it allowed that 
you have no ſuch thought: that you do 
but fg on your own Way „and follow your 


OWNn 
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own humour. Truly it is the very want 
of thought about the matter which con- 
demns you. This is the very thing I inſiſt 
upon, as the proof of your being altogether 
out of the right way, and {till alienated from 
the life of God, that you have no thought 
about the burt which your conduct may 
poſfibly be doing to others, or about the 
inares which your ute of allowed freedom 
may lead them into. Had you been the ſe- 
rious character you profeſs, you would both 
have thought of your conduct, and direct- 
ed it accordingly. — | 

For it is the new. creature's manner to 
mind the things of others. Godly zeal and 
affectionate charity burn in his breaſt. He 
knows a thouſand ſearching's of heart for the 
glory of God trodden down of men, and for 
the many ſouls which are in the road to de- 
ſtruction. He cannot bear there ſhould be 
the leaſt thing in his conduct which might 
contribute to the lamented ſcene of rebel- 


lion and ruin which he ſees about him : he 


knows not that there is any ſuch thing 
he ſtudies that there may be none. The 
voice of compaſſion cries within him; it 
lifts up a ſorrowful lamenration, © I am 
* horribly afraid for ihe ungodiy. How long, 
«ye ſimple ones! What, will death, the ineſ- 
6 © lenger of the Lord, arreſt vou, and judg- 
* ment ſend you imo hell !, I am troubled. 
« for you, my brethren, Woe is me for 
« you 
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you and for myſelf ! woe is me that [ 


have careleſly contributed to your miſery, 
and made your hands ſtronger to-1tn | 
Forgive me, children of wrath, whom! 


have either begotten or nouriſhed ! Alas, 
that 1 ſhould be your ruin ! how ſhall I 
almoſt endure to hear you ſentenced at 


the judgment ? O return unto the Lord, 


from whom J have led you! If I cannot 
prevail, yet I ſhall mourn over you. I 
will labour to do no more ſuch irreparable 
wrong to God and my brother. Rather, 
O Lord, cut me off in the midſt of my 


days than leave me to propagate ini- 


quity. Thou knoweſt I have this day, 
through thy grace, caſt off all things 


which offend ; it any remain, they are 


hid from me. But if {till there be with 


me any thing behind which diſhonours 
thee, or wounds my neighbour, O take 
it from me. Be it what it will; innocent, 


pleaſing, or uſeful, I yield it up with joy.” 


Tn this manner he thinks; and his conduct 


is directed upon this plan. Moſt convincing 


therefore to yourſelf will be the faithful an- 
ſwer of your conſcience upon this point, 


that you have not the mind of Chriſt in you. 


Take now the whole together, and ſec 


with ſelf. application the wide oppoſition 
between the one and the other 1 in * pegs: 


tive deſcription. „ Fae rH 


Tue 
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| avoidably he falls into it. 


But the 
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The: unrenewed man, as he loves fin at 
the bottom, ſo when he knoyys that ſome- 
thing ſinful is in his practice, he ãs for. mak- 
ing excuſes; he. will be telling you he is 
ſorry for it, and that it is unadviſedly or un- 
But then he 15 
determined not to be ſuſpicious of himſelf; 
he ſhuts his eyes, as much as poſhble ; he 
is not over - forward to think there is any 
thing amiſs with him; that this or that 
part of his conduct is exceptionable: and 
if doubt forces upon him, he hath the art of 
making himſelf eaſy. He lives in the midſt 
of temptatien; neither ſees, nor fears, nor 
Ales from the ſnare; is ſecure in the midſt of 
danger, and adventures again to the mouth 
of the pit into which he before had fallen. 
A ſtrange faculty he hath of making bleſſ- 
ings become his curſe, while he turns even 
foodland raiment into indulgence or vanity. 
No wonder if he be as regardleſs of others 
as he is of himſelf: he goes en in this own. 
wayß andi if others ate hurt by his influence, 
what is that to him? Let them ſeeſto that.— 
And is not this 2 bad, however common 5 
char? e 1 5 
refoineds man! is, che very re- 
verſoin Hectloth nei choeſe fingz his ſoul ab- 
horring allevibways.| Ageordingly, he hath 
not left one known fin in his practice, be it 
never ſo little an one; let convenience, plea- 
ge; intereſt, * plead for it as 2 
„ WII 
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will, he ſpares it not. Nay, but if he do 
but ſuf pect fin to be lurking in any part of 
his conduct (and apt he is to be ſuſpicious 
while fin is ſo; enticing, and his heart fo 
deceitful) he ſearches it out, and clears his 
hands of evil without delay, not ſuffering, 
as I may fay, the ſmell of fin to paſs upon 
him, nor dating to act under a doubrful 
mind. He is as fearful of temptations as 
he would be of a;peſtilence, and takes as 
much .care to avoid the one as he would to 
eſcape the other. With a thankful mode. 
ration he uſes the needful things of life; 
treating them as his ſervants, andi not as 
his matters. He hath an beeqfub exe to 
others as well as himſelf; minds hig Bil. 
' ther's veulih; endeavours; in all things, 
"that he be not 4 ftumbling-bloek: o the 
weak; and can ſay of himſelf in- general, 
What the apoſtle ſaith in a: particular. it: 
ſtance, I ci eat no fleſh: toßite rhe ingorll 
fande 7530 left I make my brother toxoffend ( 
—T bus he forbears. -And:is not this a plain, 


an honeſt carriage ?. Is not this to act {like 


one born from above? Voumay deſ piſejfuci 
a conduct, if you pleaſe, and call it What 


you will; but 1 defy you to Tſupprefsitha 


inward effet Which is at this I moment 
: riſg within you, 'hat: vow! were Gee man. 
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ture's conduct. 
I cannot enter u pon ſuch an im portant point 


without calling upon both myſelf and you 
to reflect, that what we ſhall now hear is no 


other than the carriage of a true Chriſtian. 
We thall be told what our profeſſion de- 


mands of us; what our eternal expectations 
| abſolutely require at our hands; what the 


univerſal eye of God would ſind us doing. 


But ah! What cauſe of juſt humiliation 
may his“ repreſentation miniſter to the moſt 
pious, when they are led to remember ho- 
BE | unlike this excellent way their path may 


M 2 Ee | 


\ HE point now before us is, Fo pro- 
duce thè e 225 of the new crea- 
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have often been! And what cauſe too of 
awakened fear to that man who hall evi- 
dently find from this deſcription, that his 
conduct hath never been, nor to this Hour 
is, che conduct of a Chriltian'! 

Seeing then nothing can be of more im- 
portance to every one "of us, Jet me 1ntreat 
you attentively, and with candour, to ex- 
amine yourſelves, while I lay before you 
the plan and ſcheme upon which he who is 
a new creature acts; the rule he propoſes, 
the way and manner to which he would 
exactly be conformed, and which he indut- 
triouſly labours to come up to. 

He lives to the glory of God. This is 
his plan; this the aim he hath in all his 
conduct, His labour is to bring his whole 
courſe of action, every thing he doth, 
great or little, into conformity with this 
one rule. When we look at the particulars 
of his converſation, as we ſhall by and by 
do, all of them will be found drawing this 
Way, and contracting more and more. into 

this ſhort compaſs. It muſt needs be ſo, 
becauſe this is the ſum of the whole, that 
- which includes all, © He lives to the glory 
-*, of God. By which I mean, his great 
view is ſo to Fame his behaviour after 
God's will, that by his conformity to the 
divine pleaſure, God may have his juſt 
and peculiar honour paid him, of being ſuch 


an one 8 true Lord and ole Governor: : B 
2x 
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the ſame time alſo fudying, that, as much 
as in him lies, the glory of God's dominion 
may be extended throughout the world; 
his majeſty be acknowledged bv the general 


ſubmiſſion of all his reatonable creatures 3. 


particularly, that the honour and intereſt iof 
Chriſt's king dom may be promoted. Upon 
this plan he often reviews his conduct); 

Am TI acting like the ſervant and ſubjeck 
« of the great God, my Nlaſter and King? 
AO Fielding God that hearty and will- 
ing obedience which from the dependence 


& we have upon his power and majeſty, his 


* goodneſs and mercy, his love, pity; Pa- 
6 tience, and univerſal preſence with us, is 


* moſt highly his due? Is my life ordered 


in all things as God would have it, and i in 
© a way belt ſuited to promote his honour ? 
68 Lord, direct my ſteps as may beſt ſerve 
„ thine own glory ! O my God and King, 
** regard not my will and my inclination ; 
ht, ik kdeſe be in any thing contrary to 
| & thy will, thwart them, anch order all 
| © things to» me in that way which may 
© beſt promote the glory of thy name !”— 
Upon occaſion of difficulty or trial, his 


greateſt concern is, that the glory of God 


may not ſuffer damage; his firſt fear, leſt 


he ſhould bring diſnonour upon his hea- 
venly King. Nothing he ſo frequently aſks 
7 himfelf as,“ Will this diſhonour God Will 


© not this. tend to his glory ?” — Nothing | 
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grieves him to heartily as the thought of 
having brought diſhonour upon the divinc 
government: nothing rejoices him fo much 


as that he hath been able to eſtablith it. — 


The appearance of difhonouring God detors : 


him trom any thing he was about to do. 


the hope or proſpect of gloritying God 
does not fail ro impel him to duty, though 
1t be at the hazard of his intereſt, cate, 
and reputation. 
This is a noble and gencrous way : but, 


alas! how rarely to be met with ! The. 
herd of men is of a different ſtamp; wrap- 


ped up in themſelves, lelfith, and ſeeking 
their own ends. Woe? is unto you if yo} 
be one of theſe ſelf-ſeekers. Many there are, 


upon whom intereſt may have this influence 
to make them honeſt, who would not for 


mame be indecent : << WW hat would the world. 
tay of me, were I known to be an adulterer, 
a knave, or a ſot!“ Many allo are driven to 


the church and the cloſet, only by the 


fear of an after-reckoning, This may 


be your cate; and you in the mean while 
void of all concern about God, and his 


glory | in the world, What matters all this, 


If you have not the ſpirit and carriage of a 
ſervant of the moſt high God ? If the glo- 
ry of your ſovereign Lord and King weighs: 
not with you in your conduct; neither ſtops 
nar forwards you in the actions of your 
Wet 4 11 you do not fo much as reflect Khe- 
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ther God be honoured. or diſhonoured by 
means of your behaviour, but go on juſt in 
our own way, regardleſsof him: Fruly, in 
ſuch circumſtances vou are living without 
God; tree; as it were, and diſcharged from 
his, ſervice ; ; nor can any one beat a wider, 


{tance than you trom what the 8 


injoins us: IFhether ye eat, or drink, of 
batever ve do, do-all to ihe gloy v Cod n. 
5 ew yourſelf and the Chriſtian. together., 
He defions God's glory im his general con- 
duct: to this. excellent principle vox live, 
an entire ſtranger. He is apt to examine 
his conduct in this view: the very thought 
of ſuch inquiry never pofſeſſed your breaſt. 


{le ſorely gr ie ves, it his fins and inadver- 


tencies have in any way diſgraced the cauſe 
of God: you can wound religion, and: fecl. 
nothing.. Fear of diſhonourmg God cauſes 
Vin to deliberate upon every extraordinary. | 
occaſion :. your fear. is for vourſelf, how, 


vou ſhall eſcape cenſure and reproach. The 


opportunity of bringiog honour to God and 
Chriſt gives; an edge to his zeal : opportu- 
nities of this ſort paſs by hoh unſeen, be- 
cauſe all your zeal is employed for yourſelf 
and your intereſts. In truth, are you not a 
very Gallio, one who with the ew and 
ceremony of being a een eaxeth: for: 


(el. 1 Cor. x. 3 610) Ats xyili 13+ 
NI * ot, 
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But, from this general account, I de- 
icend to a more particular exem plification 
of the things, wherein he who 1s a new 
creature labours to glorify God, I men- 
tion as the moſt material,—** A due re- 
« gard to divine worthip—a faithful dili- 
6 gence ir our calling—a well ordering 
« gurſelves im the relations we bear to 
cc Others a proper uſe, whether of our ac- 
& cidental or natural endowments and abi- 
” which, taken together, may give 
a ſutficient view of the Chriſtian's wen. 


doing. 


1. He who is the new creature labours 
to glorify God in a due regard to divine 
worfhip. This appears to him the moſt 
important concern in Hfe: he looks upon 
nothing as being of like moment with 
this. Accordingly, ſhould E tell you that 


from a deep ſenſe of the high honour the 


worſhip of God admits him to, of the noble 


| privilege he enjoys s therein, of the obliga- 
rion and neceſſity inviting him to it, he la- 


bours to wait upon Ged in a truly ſpiritual 
ate of all his facred appointments; that he 
peculiarly eſteems the Lord's Day, and re- 
verences thoſe public ordinances wherein 


the people of God meet together to wor- 


ſhip ; not ſuffering bufineſs to break in upon 


the ſacred hours; nor making the Sabbath 
* Katon for pleaſure, YO, and imperti. 5 


nence; 
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nence; nor (which ought now-a-days much 


to be remarked) allowing every little mat- 
ter to keep him from God's houſe; but 
waiting upon God there, to praiſe him and 
pray unto him, to be. inſtructed; admoniſh - 
ed, and enlivened, ſeaſonably, conſtantly, 
chearfullr, .and-devoutly. Should I cell you- 


that he will gladly lay hold of any other op- 


portunityof public worſhipping, nor will be 
backward (it he conveniently can). to fave 
an hour out of his neceſſary buſineſs for the 


weekly ſervice; or at leaſt, judging; that to 


be a better employ ment than do be doing; 


nothing: ſhould I ſay that he allots a due 
portion of his time for private devotions, 
by no means ſuffering theſe his ſpiritual | 


and molt delighttul. meals to be neglected, 


or by every trivial eircumſtance to be in- 


crowned : ſhould Ladd, that he labours to 


have God with him when he hath left his 
cloſet ; that he ſtudics to hold an inter- 
cCourſe with. hiur as the hours paſs along, 
| lifting up. his heart to him in the little 3 
tervals of buſineſs and converſation, and 
rcturning unto. him with plceſing-medita- 
tion in. more vacant hours : : ſhould I add, 
| that he will be craving the bleſſing of God: 
upon his neceſſary food, aud thankfully. 
| acknowledging the divine bounty for the. 
| refreſhments he hath. reccived (a decent. 
| 2& of family devotion, growing unfaſh- 
| zonable. aud out of. practice, ſince the 


M 5 ; 4 . 454 
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good providence of God in his daily care 


of us hath been forgotten or diſowned,; and 


ſince it hath been the cuſtom to be aſhanied 
of religion, of the God of our ' fathers) 
ſhould I fay beyond this, that he will be⸗ 
take himſelf to God for ſupport and di- 


rection when extraordinary circumſtances 
demand it; will be finding matrer of praiſe 


2nd oration in various things of nature 


and providence which oecaſtonally come 


in his way; that very ſmall things, uhwor- 
thy of mention, will be often leading him 
up to God : ſhould I fer all this together 


as that regard to God which our holy 
worſhipper endeavours to pay, it would 
amount to no more than the various ex- 
preſſions of a thankful and dependent mind, 
animated with impreſſion of the divine near- 


neſs and prefence; and this is nothing 
but what both the. precepts and ex- 
amples in the fäeripture enjoin upon 


us. Where the renewed mind is, wor- 


ſhip 15 not ſo much a duty as a priv. 


lege and a pleaſure; there is a 97 8 4 after 


God, a contention to be near him, to find 


him always, and not to loſe ſight of him 


ever. Hence the turning of the heart to 


him amidſt the cares of life; hence the 
attendance upon him in the ſtated acts of 


public and retired devotion ; aud hence 


in thefe a labouring after reverence, faith, 


delight, and importunity, Which are the 
life and ſpirit of ns > To Worthip is 


the 
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che good man's privilege ; and it is among. 
his griefs that he can enjoy it no better,. 
that the calves of his lips ate ſo ſpiritlets, 
bis affections ſo cold, his thoughts ſo apt to 
wander. He would forget the world while 
be is with God, — would have his ſacrifices 
without blemiſh, full of heavenly warmth 
and uninterrupted | attention; he would, 
but he attains: net all his deſire; ; he Riots 
| himſelf ſhort of that collectedneſs of mind, 
| that ſpeaking as to God, that wreſtling for 
the. bleſſing, wherewith he wyſhes to "of 
pronen the throne of grace. 
But there are many in the 1 Who do 5 
not thus walk with God; who do not ei- | 
ther affect or exexciſe the glorious privilege I 
of divine worſhip, Art _ one. of chen, 
pleaſed with, Sunday, becauſe it is thy day | 
of viſit, dreſs, als idleneſs ? Is thy de- | 
meanor at church thoughtleſs, heedleſs, 1 
unconſtrained, as if thou badſt no part to | 
bear in the ſacred buſineſs there tranſacting | 
between heaven and earth? Doth flecp, or l 
buſineſs, or company, keep, thee thence . 
Or, naten opportunity ſerves, wilt thou | 
at think of comu thither. again till tlie 
Sabbark retufn, as f hadſt nothing to l 
do do with TIS To: worſhip, or wert pleaſed | 
thay, the cuſlom, and copntęnance of the | 
| worl | gave thee a , Ciſcharge from it? Art : 
55 704 Without a confcietitious regularity '! in 
private, worſhi By Miſe ns down and 
riſing - 


14 
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riſing up without prayer, or gladly yielding: 
to every interruption of ſecret exerciſes ? 
Can you feed upon God's creatures without 
thanktulneſs ; and do none of the things of 
nature and providence prefent him to you? 
What is this but to live 7w1thout God in the 
world © — not actually | without bin oo 
W withovir regarding him. 
2. The hving member of Chriſt's body 
labours to glorify God by a faithful diligence 
in his calling. And this may be noted as a 
very conſiderable branch of true religion: 
This diſtinguiſhes alſo the new ereature, 
The honeft Chriſtian labours in his calling, 
from a principle of conſcience and fabmil- 
ſion to God; knowing that God hath laid it 
upon man as a puniſhment and a charge: J 
the feveat of thy face ſhalt thou cat bread, till 
thou return vato the ground (0). He who's. 
the new creature, is diſtinguiſhed as fuchby 
nothing more than his obedience in this 
particular. Through eonfcience to God, 
in ſubmiſſion to his appointment, he cheer- 
fully undertakes his labour; and in oppoſi- 
ion to the ſtrivings of the fleſh for eaſe and 
ſloth, he diligently continues under the hard- 
thips of it: In patience he ſecks to poſſeſs his 
foul, though diſappointments thwart him, 
and in quietneſs he waits upon the good 
Peonidepre ol God: for the needfal, OG 
„ WR) Gen. 19, N 
8 EX open 


upon the work of his hands, thankfully 


acknowledging the divine bounty in beſ- 


towing it upon him. He is !rze and juſt in 


; all his dealings; yet tis not his honeſty, but 
dhe eye he hath to God in his labour, en- 
2 gaging him with ſubmiſſiveneſs, diligence, 
4 cheerfulneſs, and patience, to go through 


with it, which proves him to be of a ſound. 


mind. In obedience to God's will, he ſets 
himfelt in his daily taſk. ** Here, he ſays, 
« God would have me to be; this he would 


« honourable :-.it is the ſervice of God. 
«« Delightful alſo is this my employment; 


© employed, my conſcienæe is eaſy: thus em- 
« ployed, I know no anxious fears of want: 


15. « thus employed, temptations, which might 
dy c ſeduce me in an idle hour, are away a 


ifs thus employed, I could gladly wait on the 


a, *«« ferviceof my God till he change my place, 


r- (till he remove me toa lervice above.“ 


fi- He is pleaſed, you ſee, with his place and 
nd tus ſtation; and he makes as much conſci- 


d- ence to be at his work, as at proper times 
his to be at his devotions. For, truly, he doth 


m, not labour becauſe he cannot avoid i it, but 
becauſe God requires him to do it. 


He is faithful as to God and to man alſo, 
| in his calling. He renders to every one 
„„ chat 
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have me to do; this is my very buſineſs 
<« by his appointment; and my buſineſs is 


a thouſand bleſſings attend me in it. Thus 


— _— — —— 
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that which is due. If his time,; ability, 

and labour be hired, he carefully pays what 
| His neighbour hath a-juſt right to; and 10 
with. eye-ſervice, but in fingleneſs of heart, 
| fearing God, is conſcientious to give him his 
time, ability, and labour. Or, if he 
lives in a ſtation more enlarged, ſtill a ſin- 
cere Chriſtian acts a like part, and judges 
himſelf: under the ſame obligation to fill up- 
his time in uſeful diligence. He conſiders 
himſelf as owing that to the public which a. 
ſervant does to a particular maſter; the 
world makes the fame demand upon his la- 
bour, ability, and time; nor can he fail to 
employ chem aſefully, without doing juſt 
fuch another injury to the whole body of 


mien as the flothful N would in "bis 


cate do to one particular. - 
Ne finds too, that the various ige of 
compaſſion have a reaſonable demand to 
make upon his time and abilities; not re- 
gardleſs of the wants of the poor, the diſ- 
treſſed, the ignorant, of thole that are op- 
| preſſed and thoſe that are fick; he feels their 
complaints: he feels their piteoiis eries: 
the ery of the poor! for” felief; the cry of 
the diſtreſſed for comfort, the ery of the ig- 
norant for inſtruction; the- ery of the op- 
preſſed for fefete, the cry uf the ſick for 
2 phyſician. He hears their united erv, 
8 n tor us; and Iavonr $, working: 8 
F 2 a * 
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cobich is good, that he may pave I to give unto 
* that needeth (p). 5 

Could you ſay,“ Theſe are my views, 
« and thus I labour; Jam ready to think 
you would go on your ways rejoiciag. Where- 
as, if you are idle, and do litite or nothing, 
either imagining you have nothing to do, 
or only ſo much as may be needful to fup- 
ply your on neceſſities, you have forgot- 
ten, or never known, chat you have Chriſt 
a Maſter in heaven, and. brethren upon 
earth, both demanding your induſtrious 
labour. Or, if you have not conſcience 
towards God in your calling, but work 
merelyfor the world; be induſtrious and ho- 
neſt too, as you will, neither your induſtry 
nor honeſty beſpeak you approved before 
God. Such idleneſs, and fuch an induſtry, 
prove you a child of this world; ſee how you 
differ from the living member of Chriit's 
body. He labours; perhaps you are indo- 
lent : or if not, Ve Jabours in fubmiſſion to 
God's will and appointment ; you only ſeek 
your own intereſt in it. I will ſuppoſe ag 
of you induſtrious ; but 90er induſtry 


ſelfiſh, it hath little reſpe& unto others; fp 


is charitable, it reſpects the poor and the 
diſtreſſed as well as himſelf. With all your 


honeſty „von look not above the world; in 


all his labour, he looks down 1 it. 


0 Eph, v. „ 
3 Ho 
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3. He who is a new creature ſtudies to 
glorify God in the relation he bears lo others. 
I ſhall not be able to enter Jargely into the 
particulars : this only E-ſhaly ſay,that whe- 


| 
ther he be a ſon, a ſervant, or a ſubject; | 
whether a. maſter or a father, whether a 
miniſter, on one intruſted with the education 
of children, or whether a magiſtrate } in an : 


higher or lower rank, he hath peculiar-re- Þ@ . 
gard to that. relation; reckoning that both. Þ f 
' God's honour. and the acceptance of his 
work at the day of trial, do mainly de- 
pend upon his diligence and faithfulneſs in 
it. If he be a parent, his endeavour is ſo 
to take care of his own, that he may ſtand 
before Chriſt with this comfortable word: 
in his mouth, Behold, T and thechilgr en co Hh 
the Lord hath given me (g. If he be a mi- 
niſter, the awful. command, Feed my. lambs, 
(r} conſtrains him, above. all things, o 
give himſelf wholly unto them, that his profit- 
ing may appear to the ſaving of himſelf and 
them that hear him (s). If a magiſtrate, he 
doth not bear the cord i in vain( 5 but with 
reſolution. and impartiality, executes his 
commiſſion o the Puniſhment of evil doers, M-.: 
and ta the. Praiſe of them that do well, If he. 
act in an inferior relation, be a ſon or a ſer- . 
vant, he forgets not that quiet ſubmiſſion 
which God hath heide upon bim, nor 
(90. Tai, vii. 18. r) John xxi. 19. 

3 Tim. iv. 252 16 7 855 . 0 Rom; xii. £ 
; 7 b4 ' who 


nour his father and mother, To diſcharge 


members one of another, he who is in Chriſt 

* Þ will labour to give that ſupply which is re- 
\Þ quired of him in the relation he bears, and 
to add thereby either beauty or ſtrength to 
1 | the whole body, To act otherwiſe is to 
Jiſregard our relation, to diſavow our mem- 
all berſhip, and to diſo vn all union with our 
7 nead and our brethren. 

10 Accordingly, if a man be an haughty 
4 magiſtrate, puffed up with power "and 


1 making men #07 who be is, as we ſay; if 
Wc bea miniſter, lording i it over God's he- 
tage, feeding himſelfrather than the flock ; 
Etc be one of theſe parents who look up- 
on their children as their property or their 


2 burden, and regard them no farther than 
17 3*E themſelves may be benefited or hurt by 
/ 


hem in their worldly concerns; or of thoſe 
who with wicked fondnefs indulge them 
n and into vice; if he be an idle, unfaithful 


xerverſe and ſelfiſh ; ſure I am he can bear 


10" Wo relation to Chriſt Jeſus, who. came not to 
: miniſter ed wato, but to miniſter ; yea, and 


ven 70 give hrs life a ranſom for MAY: (uh. 
. (z) Matth. xx, 28. 55 
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who it is that hath commanded him to Ho- 


the duties of his ſtation, whatever that ſta- 
| tion be, is his ſingular care. While we are 


ſervant, or a ſtubborn, rebellious child, Who, 
ight or wrong, muſt have his humour and 
ray; if in his retation to others he be 
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4. The accidental endowments: whieh, he. 
poſſeſſes are devoted to. God and his glory: 
holineſs to: the Lord is written upon every 
one of them. This Chriſtian is a complete 

Character: he is not like a tree which 
produces fruit upon a branch or two; how- 
ever low. his growth, yet everywhere he is 
fruitful, What hath the Lord given to him 
of money, learning, influence? In theſe, 
be they more or leſs, he labours to ſerve God, 
and wiſhes ta. gerfect the will of his Ha- 
venly Father in the uſe he makes of them 
all. Say, thou friend of God, doſt thou 
not eſteem. theſe as his gift unto; thee, 
as the talents. with which he entruſts thee * 
Doſt thou not eſteem them, becauſe they 
enable thee to do God and thy neighbour 
ſervice? Doft thou not poſſeſs chem with 2 
jealous diſtruſt of thyſelf, leſt thou ſhoulult 
be found unfaithful, and injurious in _avy 
abuſe of them? How vain is money in thine 


eye, but to ſupply thy needs, to help for- 


Ward a religious, work, to 1uccaur thoſe 


who, are in diſtreſs! What account dot 
thou, make of thy learning, beyond the de- : 


fence of truth and. the inſtruction of the 


ignorant? And. haft thou influence to any 


other ends, but to add. weight and coun- 


tenance to the cauſe of Chriſtianity, to heal 


diviſions, to eſtabliſh! peace, and, ſpread. 


happinc(s., among, thoſe who are abou! 
thee ? The humble Chriſtian knows no value 


us 
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in theſe things beyond-this ; nor will allow 


| tions, however much his depraved nature 
| would needs be boaſting upon them, and 
however proud the world is of chem. 

| Bur it, without any humble acknowledg- 
| ment of God's hand in cheſe matters, you are 
| iecretly puffed up becaule of your influence, 
„ arning, and wealth, and look down, out 
„uf your vain heart, with a fort of feorn aud 


ontempt upon thoſe who are poorer, more 
ignorant, or of lefs notice in the world than 


u Vourſelf; if you ufe theſe abilities which you 


2 (wealth is made to ſerve the purpoſes of mere 
ur idle grandeur and extrav agant excels; 3 or, 
| 2 Wihrougha diſtruſt ofGod's providence, is un- 


o the evident injury of thoſe w ho, as they 
bt vou: affect a character in the world, becauſe 


ou would: have us admire your. abilities 
nd w onder at your parts, have no concern 
hat we ſhould be the better for your ſkill; 

f you uſe your influence to keep the little 


deore under you; and to become formi- 
— | able, as it were, to. thoſe, who. dei pend 
550 pon, you; or. priding yourſelf ; in the Gals 


cy Day you, il. 100 treat them with an 


his heart to grow vain upon ſuch diſtinc- 


„ are pofleficd of to your own glory, and to 
bring about your own ſelfiſh ends: if your 


Imercifully and beyond megſure hoarded up, 
priced fo they have a title to, your hberality ; 


bt vour learning and knowledge, id while 
| Se, 
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affected lowlineſs and falſe-hearted compli- 
ment; if {ſuch be the eſtimation and ute 
you make of thoſe aceidental endowments 
which diſtinguiſh you more or leſs from your 
neighbours, very plain it is that you hide 
your talent in the earth, that you do not 
improve it for your Lord, and thereforc 
that you are no ſervant of his. 
In the natural gifts which God hath 


1 ended him with, he labours to ſerve God. 


There is evidently in one man more than 
another a quickneſs of parts, a ſoundneſs of 
Judgment, and a retentive memory: conſe- 


» ” 
LDCS a | . 


| 

quently lomeare peculiarly qualified for uſe- MW 
fulneſs; they gain attention, command re- 
ſpect, and are received with a kind of reve- I 
rence as they converſe with others. The leſs f 
diſtinguiſhed hold ſuch in admiration, pay 1 


them a peculiar deference, and are eaſily 
ſwaß ed into their manner and way; for vi 
ts the man of parts rather than the man of N 
ſation, wealth, or Karning, that directs the 
world. Experience teaches how much tb 
weight ſach providential diſtinctions give, WM 1 
and how much thoſe who are ſo raiſectabove 
the level of common ſenſe may prevail. Af“ 
ſuperior influence attends them, which ever 8 
one feels himſelf poſſeſſed of, or ſubmits to 
as lie is or ĩs not of the number of thoſe whoſe 
faculties the diſtributive wiſdom of God hat 


peculiarly adorned, We may fee the Thins 


. — a 
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in the perverſe uſe which is everywhere 
made of it. Is there not in every circle of 
friends a certain leader, w hoſe office it is, 
for the moſt part, to give countenance to | 
vice, and to laugh out. of countenance the | 
firſt attempt any of them ſhall make to eſ- i] 
cape from the practices of iniquity 2. His 
parts have ſet him up in this office, w herein 
li WW he directs with all the inſolence of pride; 
J. giving out his determinations, which they 
dare not diſpute, and muſt ſubmit to upon 
ain of his diſpleaſure, or of being made the | 
immediate objects of ridicule, Here the 
power of ſuperior talents is ſeen and felt, 
however baleful the influence of them be; 
however the man of ſenſe becomes a factor 
for Satan, and ſupports che horrid rebel- 
lion which hath been raiſed, and is main- 
| tained againſt Heaven. 
But when fine parts are turned the other 
way, what grace and ornament do they add 
to the whole man! What amiableneſs do | 
1 they give to his religious behaviour! what : 
ſweetneſs. to his Chriſtian ſeverity! How is | 
he peculiarly qualified to become all things 
70 all men, 10 adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things! How. enabled to | 
perſuade, and wit} e FF to inſi- | 
| nuate the love of Religion into the ; 
thaughtleſs, and to ſuppre J che inſolence 5 
of that mouth which is given to blaſ- 
phemne ! 1 And all this ability the rrile- 
hearted 
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hearted Chriftian lays out in the facred caufe 
of his Maſter. Is he more diſtimguithed ? 
He is alfo ſeen a 'more eminent adyocate 
for the practice and honour of true Chriſtian- 
ity, becauſe he is always, and in all things, 
devoted to the ſervice and glory of God. 

Say now, Are you, or, which amounts 
'to the fame thing as to the inquiry before 
us, do you judge yourſelf to be otie, whoſe 
parts have raiſed you to a degree of diſtine- 
tion? And do you give your weight and 
influence to the. intereſts of the kingdom 
which Jeſus hath erected; ſeeking to ſup- 
port, countenance, and enlarge it, as far as 
that. influence and weight reaches? This is 
the manner, without queſtion, of him 'who 
loves the Lord Feſus in ſincerity. Or are you 
as much diſtinguiſhed by vanity as you are t 
by parts? Do you make no better uſe of y 
Your eminence than to ride in triumph, en 
leading your ſlaviſh friends after you in ſub- MW 5 
jection to your pleaſure ? While you have p 
Jo much power to direct, hath God no part N 4 
in your. management of others! ? Remember ! 
the caſe of Herod when he fat upon his 
throne and mage an oration; 3 the EPA " 
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1 re Xi, 22, 23. 
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that man was the ſervant of God, ſo are you. 

To conclude. Let us reflect together upon 
the character we have been deſcribing, that 
at leaſt we may-approve it, and pay honour 
to the gofpel and grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, which is able to beget ſo reſpectable 
a creature Tong the fallen, degenerate race 
of men: a perion devoted to the ſervice of 
his Creator, whofe ſoul is raiſed to nearer 
views of the Almighty, and to cloſer fel- 
lowſhipwith the God of Heaven; who waits 
upon, him. in ſteady dependence, and pays 
him continually che juſteft homage of humble 
adoration and grateful praiſe: a man ſd 


is faichful-to the truſt pur into his hand, as nei- 


cher tò be tired out of it by fatigue, not cor- 
rupted in it by intereſt: one nicely atren- 
tive to diſcharge his relative duties; a kind 
yet immoveable ſuperior, a meek and h6- 
neſt inferior: a man above the ſelfifh uſe df 
wealth, learning, and influence; evident! 

poffeſted of chem for che honour of his Gol 


ſibly a man of parts! too; diſtinguiſhed, "bite 
not preſuming; eminent, but not haughty ; 
with whom the: ignorant may converſe with- 
out fear, and from whom none ſhall: 1227 
without vleaſure and advantage. 


the bleſſed jeſus. I may venture to challenge 


andſthe welfare of his neighbours; — poſ- 


This is the believer, the true diſcipte; of 


the world for ſuch another tovely perſon . 
N e 
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this Chriſtian : andOtharl could ſay to every 
one of you, Thou art the man ! But, for the 
moſt part, ye cannot, ye niuſt not, ye dare 
not, ye will not. Cannot, becauſe of the 
pride and unbelief of your hearts; muſt not, 
becauſe your father the Devil will not allow 
you; dare not, becauſe of your intereſts, and 
of the concern you feel about your. worldly 
reputation; will not, becauſe of your Juſts. 
And therefore what, for the molt part, are 
ye? Chriſtians indeed by name ; but in 
Practice, living without God, and without 
worſhip ; ; either idle, or ſelfihly buſy; . 
haughty ſuperiors or ſtubborn inferiors; vain 
of your diſtinction among your nei ighbours, 
Fet enſlaved by the opinions of your ac- 
quaintance; regardleſs of God and man as of 
yourſelf ; whether among them you are the 
voice and the leader, or. whether the flave 
who dare not claim the right of your own 
| liberty and your own conſcience. Alas! 
ſirs, the Chriſtian, deſpiſe him as ye will, 
pities you. I ſay again, he pities, becauſe | 
he ſees you are and will be ſo "miſerable, 
when ye might, through grace, be fo bleſſ. 
ed, happy now, and bleſſed for ever. His 
eyes:gvſh out with water for the honour. of 
God's law which ye are ſerting at nought; 
. be is horribly afraid for you, who will be the 
objects quickly of iinaFoidable and ererna 
vengeance. But theſe things are hid fro 


our eyes. 3 F 
al 8 ER MON 


SERMON XI. 


The Believer a new Creature, 

; , | 
n | 
it | 
in 2 Cor. v. 17. ö 

Fr Tf auy man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature. 

0 | FS OS, | | | 

he 8 E how time grows older with us! 

% We are entered upon another year. Life 

wi W ſtands not ſtill; no, nor the ſtate of our 

5: W fouls: a large portion is again taken from 

ill, our earthly days; another of our threeſcore 

utc years and ten is ended; but our ſouls, are 

ble, they improved What is gone in time is 

cll-W it made up in grace? Have the paſt months 

FW added ſo much to our fitneſs for eternity 

. of as they have brought us nearer to it? It is 


an awful thought, 72: one year more is gone 

the of that little while allowed me to provide 
erna for eternity. In this view, even an hour 
fron carries a ſolemn importance with it, and 
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makes us feel the neceſſity of withdrawing 
our affections from a world we find 0 haft 


paſſing | away from us. 
Try then, my friends, what treaſures 


ye babe laid up in heaven, during the year 


that now is irrecoverably paſt. What profit 
have we made of ſo much invaluable time? 
We have not been ſuch ſpendthrifts as to 


have ſquandered a whole year; we are not 


at farther diſtance from God I would hope, 
The tears of Jeſus were not ſo ſhed in vain : 
his lamentation over ruinous ſouls, which 
introduced the laſt year, hath not been ſo 

unheard, that again with louder cry and 
more bitter tears, he hath need to lift up 
his voice of love. and importunity, O hat 
thou, hadft known, even thou, at leaff in this 
thy day, the things which belong unto fo 4 
peace {y). But God ſuffers us till; 
another year he ſpares us. And wy" 
Let each of you 1erioufly conſider by 
the Almighty yet uphelds you in life. — 
« It is (you cannot but ſay) for his name's 


8 ſake, for my ſoul's ſake, for the ſake of 


«eternity, that I am ſtill in Ihe land of the 
« living. For this cauſe another race of 
46 months is riſen upon me.“ My brethren, 
in this view, ye do well to congratulate 
one another upon the new year, and to ex- 
| Pr your withes of mutual We 2 
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And as for. me, my wiſh and prayer for you 
all is, That in this happy year ye may, 
„through the grace of God, be cloth 
© With the garments of ſalvation ; : that the 
&« dead amongſt you may be awakened, 
© the weak ſtrengthened, and the ſtrong 
“ built up; that faith and love, and 
«© zeal and charity, may come and dwell. 
* abundantly in all our hearts: that ere the 


year return, we may be all new creatures.” 


O, may the angels of God ſo have great 
cauſe of rejoicing in us! May the powerful 
influences of the ſpirit carry into your hearts 
the addreſs I am about to make you, and 
cauſe it to be fruitful in you all! _ 
Our laſt diſcourſe. finiſhed the deſcrip- 
tion propoſed; and I might then have done 
with the whole ſabje&; but I could not 
part with you ſo eafily, I know that neceſſitv 
is laid upon me (2); how I am charged 
to preach Chriſt unto you, the hope of glory; 


warning every man, and teaching every man 


in all wifdom, that we may preſent every man 
perfeft in Chrift Feſus, Whereunto 1 aljo 
labour, ſtriving according to his workihs (a). 
I determined therefore to detain you yet 
once more; to enter into ſerious expoſtula- 
tion with the careleſs ſinner and the formal 
profeſſor, and to addreſs a word pf advice 
to the real , who hath Chriſt N 


in him. 


) 1 Cor. ix. 16, 1 Cole "7 27, B, 29. 
| N 2 But N 
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But who am I, to rouſe the careleſs ſin— 
ner; the man af eaſe in £109 3 to open the 
eyes of the formal, thoſe eyes which will 
not ſee; or to direct the ſteps of the child 
of God ! Ye thoughtleſs finners, who walk 
ia the vanity of your minds, by what way 
ſhall I be able to reach your ſtubborn hearts, 
which have hitherto flood proof againſt zhe 
ferrors of the: Lord, whereby I have fo often 
and fo freely laboured to perſuade you? 
How ſhall I affect you, who as yet have been 
untouched by all the conſiderations of death, 
eternity, and a judgment- day in all its aw ful 
folemnitics, whereby you have been impor- 
tunately dealt with? How ſhall I turn 
you who have never felt the leaſt con- 
{training influence from all the rich trea- 
ſurcs of Chriſt diſplayed before you? How 
ſhall I impreſs upon you the ſenſe of that 
danger wherein ye indeed live, being under 
the fearful cr ſe of the late; whichonly is not 
executed; becauſe the moſt merciful God 
is not willing to confume you, and becauſe 
by his patient goodneſs he would needs lead 
you to repentance? Ye formal profeſſors, the 
phariſees of the day, wherewith will ye be 
Pre vailed upon to renonnee your moſt de- 
ſtructive ſelf-dependence, to ſtand upon 
the level with publicans, and to ſue for 

nen as well as they? How ſhall I demo- 
liſh that airy building which your proud 
hearts have raited, which ſeems to you fo 


f o 5 0 |  goodly 
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goodly and fo ſafely founded, but which. 
the approach of death will make to totter 
and diſſolve, and e day of Chrift will prove 

to the aflembled world to be vanity ? — 

And ye new creatures, who live by the faith | 
of the Son of God, how thall J adviſe you of 

, your work, arm you with cautions, and 
ſupply you with-ev ery needful dire ion? 1 


1 may well Ys IV ho ts Sufficient for theſe 
things (b) ? 
a Know, careleſs ſinners, we ſhould aN 
f no boldneſs to ſpeak unto you, but that 
| the Lord hath promiſed to mate his word in 
5 our mouths fire, and this people wood, that 
it ſhould devour them{c). We ſhould have no 
4 hope in crying to you any more (fo heed- 
© leſs, ſo-hardened ye are!) were not tlie tor d 
* of God porverful and ſharp, piercing even to the 
"uf dividing aſunder of ſol and jpirit, aud of the 
b Joints and marrow fd). Tired with calling 
4 to you ix vain, we ſhould be ready to lay ” 
(a with, Jeremiah, I ll uot make mention of 
4 im, nor ſpeak any more in his name (e) : but 
* while «we hold. our peace from God, our ſor- 


= voce is ſlirred;(f} ; we are full of matter; the 
ſpirit within us conſtraineth us fg); we.can- 


5 not but ſpeak ; we would needs deliv er your 
57 ſouls ; we muſt deliver our ] n .O 
. nen s.,. ee eg! 

ud ( Heb. iv. 12. Bi Jenn. : xx. 3 
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1 ſpeak now to the thoughtleſs tribe; 1 
fear to very many of you: to you, unre- 
newed in the ſpirit of Your mind, and yet 
who have been hearing, with the coldeſt 
diſregard, that character ſet forth which 


ſhould be yours, but is not; no, not in the 


leaft particular: who may, perhaps, have 


been moved, at one time and another, to 
form ſome haſty purpofes, which, through 
the vanity of your minds, the next bolu : 
hath carried away. You know that you 
live in danger of inſtant everlaſting ruin; 


but you feel it not. Ah, that you did! 
O, that this word might reach your heart! 
You acknowledge that you are no new crea- | 
ture. Do but confider what it is yon own 
;/When you ſay ſo, You own that you are 
not in Chriſt. And if not in Chriſt, it is no 
caſy matter to deſcribe the ſinfulneſs or 
the danger wherein you live. You are 
not in Chriſt; you abide therefore daily in a 
ſtate of enmity againſt God your Maker, re- 
belling againſt his government, and uſur 

ing his right of dif] poſing of you as he w il; | 
you are a "continual diſhonourer of his great 
name, bidding defiance to hisjuſtice, and dit- | 
regarding his eternal might. God's hourly 
bounties do not move you to gratitude, 


S-f 


nor his forbearance melt you into any re- 


lenting. Mercy calls upon you, the blood 
of Chriſt cries after vou, in vain; for you 
hear 


— 


—4 


5 
Bp 
* 


| Ser, 11. The Believer a new Creature, 2 271 


hear not, you deſpiſe the offers of mercy, 


you tread under foot the Son of God. And it 


ſuch be your ſtate, can you ſedately approve 


it? Or, muſt you not be living in the moſt 
imminent danger? Come, fay what you 


yourtelf think of it. You tremble at the 


very thought of a departing hour: you find 


yourſelf not ready. You would not die as 
you live for the univerſe. Should your 


foul this night be required, own how gladly 


you would wiſh death might put an utter | 
end to your being. For, -how terrible are 


your proſpects beyond the grave? Should 
this night be your laſt, in what ſtate would 
your ſoul be to-morrow ! —a gloomy, diſ- 
Conſolate ſpirit, gnawed by ſelf-reflexion, 
| torn by impotent rage and malice againſt 
the arm of God, and deſperate to all 
hope; pining under preſent miſery, and 
waiting, with terrible expectation, the ap- 


proach of that illuſtrious day, when Chritt 
thall come in the glory of his "Father, to ex- 


ecute complete vengeance upon all choſe 


who know not God, and obey, nor, the goſpel of 


our Lord Feſus Chriſt (hb). Yes, i impenitent | 
nner, you own that ſuch as. you ſhall 


be viſited by a rare, unheard - of Ven- 


geance, when the awakening voice of the 
_ trumpet ſhall have raiſed your unwilling 
| body from its duſt; when vou ſhall be hated 


) 2 Theſſ. i. 8. „ 
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10 an unavoidable judgment, behold. the 85 


frowns of the angry Judge, and hear the 


tremendous ſentence pronounced upon you, 


incomparably more terrifying than even a 
world diſſolving in flames about, above, 


and under you. You own that ſuch as 
you now are God will not ſpare, Jeſus will 
not pity, Satan and hell muſt ſeize and 


ſwallow up for ever. But ſtop” (you have 


been ready to ſay a good while) I do not 
© own this; I cannot think myſelf the ſinful 
«© wretch you make me; I ſhall not inhe- 
&« rit all theſe terrors.” Alas! here lies 

the miſchief, you know not your wicked- 
neſs, you feel not your miſery. And yet 1 
will hope you are not paſt feeling. 1 am 
_ perſuading myſelf you feel even now ſome 
concern about your foul, You dare not 
own the charge; but dare you deny it ? 

Bring forth your pleas and excuſes. ' I in- 
treat nothing but a fair hearing before 
vour own conſcience. Conſcience will ſpeak 
the truth, if you will ſuffer it; will accuſe 
and condemn you more than 1 have done. 
But, zwhether you coill hear or forbear, Þ am 


comminded to tell you, that God will not be 


mocked (i). And judge ye your own ſelves, 
is it not a grievous thing that God ſhould _ 
ſend his very Son to fave and bring you to 
glory, and you will give him no heed; 


09 Gal. vi. 7 : 5 . 
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Je will not come to him, that ye might have 

life ()? No; God muſt. con efcend ta 

your terms, leave you to the enjoyment. of 

your luſts while you live, and then give 

you heaven after wards ! On no other con 
dition will ye hearken. unto him 


But, ſinner, you dare not leave things 


"AS; (hey. now. are with you, —your ſoul in 
ſuch ruinous circumſtances. I foreſee you 


will be doing what. you have often ineffec-. 


tually done already; will be refolving upon- 
amendment; that you will make your peace 


with God betore you die. Under the views 
have now brought before you, conſcience. 


will not be eaſy without ſome ſuch quiet- 
ing refolution. But, may I preſume to 
alk, when is this work. of humiliation and- 
repentance to begin? You will not be de- 
 hying it, I hope, to a day at an unreaſon- 


able diſtance; nor that fo late, that you: 
hall not have leiſure for ſo great a work. 
Let me ſuppoſe then, you are refolvi ing 
upon it within the return of chis year: you 


judge it may be done in theſe months, 
though you cannot immediately ſet about it 
1 have one word to object to your tcheme:.; 


ſhew me your grant from heaven; let me 
read your name in the liſt of thoſe Wo 
all ſce the end of this year; and withal 
your grant of grace, to put your pr eſent 
(0 John v. 40. Ts 

N | reſolu- 


«a 


'Þ 
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10 an unàvoidable judgment, behold. the 
frowns of the angry Judge, and hear the 
tremendous ſentence pronounced upon you, 
incomparably more terrifying than even a 

world diſſolving in flames about, above, 


and under you. You own that ſuch as 
you now are God will not ſpare, Jeſus will 


not pity, Satan and hell muſt ſeize and 
ſwallow up for ever. © But ſtop” (you have 


been ready to ſay a good while) I do not 
% own this; I cannot think myſelf the ſinful 


« wretch you make me; ; I ſhall not inhe- 
4e rit all theſe terrors.” Alas! here lies 


the miſchief, you know not your wicked- 


neſs, you feel not your miſery. And yet I 


will hope you are not paſt feeling. I am 
perſuading myſelf you feel even now fome 
concern about your foul, You dare not 
own the charge ; 3 but dare you deny it ? 


Bring forth your pleas and excuſes. I in- 
treat nothing but a fair hearing before 
your own conſcience. Conſcience will ſpeak 
the truth, if you will ſuffer it ; will accufe 
and condemn you more than T have done. 


But, zehether you wwill hear or fo 


rbear, Jam 


comminded to tell you, that God will not be 
mocked (i). And judge ye your own ſelves, 


is it not à grievous thing that God ſhould 


ſend his very Son to ſave and bring you to 
glory, and you will give m no heed ; 


(4) Gal. vi. 4 
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Je 20ill not come, to him, that ye might. have 
life ()? No; God muſt. conc.elrend to 
your terms, leave you to the enjoyment. of 
your luſts while you live, and then give 
you heaven afterwards ! On no other con- 
dition will ye hearken. unto him. | 
Bur, finner, you dare not leave things : 
as they now are with you, —your foul in 
ſuch ruinous circumſtances. I foreſee you 
will be doing what. you have often ineffec- 
tually done already; will be reſolving upon- | 
amendment; that you will make your peace 
with God betore you die. Under the views 
I have now brought before you, conſcience” _ |} 
will not be eaſy without ſome ſuch quiet- 
ing reſolution. But, may I preſume to 
alk, when is this work. of humiliation and | 
repentance to begin? You will not be de- | 
laying it, I hope, to a day at an unreaſon-- | 
able diſtance; nor that fo late, that you: 
ſhall not have leiſure for ſo great a work. 
Let me fuppole then, you are refotving. 
upon it within the return of this year: you 
judge it may be done in theſe months, 
though you cannot immediately ſet about it. 
have one word to object to your ſcheme: 
ſhew me your grant from heaven; let mie 
read your name in the liſt of thoſe who A 
= tall (ce the end of this year; and, withal | 
our grant. of grace, to put: your pr eſent 
: * John v. N. 714} 
8 | ld 
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reſolutions in practice at che time you 
now align for it. You can produce no ſuch 
thing; but I'can bring forth much to the 
contrary. can ſhew you the graves of 
thoſe who have died amongſt us in the year 
paſt, as young and as ſtrong as yourſelf : 1 
can read to you, if need be, abundance of 
paſſages in ſcripture, which leave you ut- 
terly unaflured of a day: I can tell you 
there is not one word in the whole Bible 
which promiſes you grace hereafter, if you 
refuſe the offer now given you. You ſhould 
not talk therefore of ſetting about this great 
concern a year, a month, a day hence: 
if you think of fo ſhort a delay as to- 
morrow, I will venture to aſſure you before - 
hand, that you muſt not expect to do it to- 
morrow, even though that morrow ſhould 

riſe upon you. No; to- day, this very day, 
if you will hear God's voice, harden not your 
heart (I). Behold not is the accepted time; 
behold now ts the day of ſalvation (mJ. 

I know. not how to leave you in ach 
8 Vet one word more: You are 
ndt the new creature. If you die as you 
are, immenſe ruin is upon you. O, What 
will you think of it an hour after you are 
dead]! Speak no more of delays. What 
can Foſſibly delay you : ? What mighty « con- 


0 Heb. | Ws oF . @) 2 Cor. vi. 2. | 
W - - 4 
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cern have you upon your hands which is 
better than heaven; which is worth all | 
your endleſs ſufferings in hell? The ruin 
of your houſe, your family, your fortune; —_ 
what trifles in reſpect of theſe! What 
engages vou this night, which is of equal 1 
importance with your foul ? Why may 
not this evening be given to enquiry ?. 
Iwill hope it ſhall. And when you are 
retired for this purpoſe, deal fairly; let eter- } 
nal things have their proper weight, and ll 
impartially conſider the condition you are 1 
in. Impreſſed as you now are, one ſerious | 
hour may be ſignally blefſed. Take the | 
divine grace to your aſſiſtance: O, may 
God largely beſtow it upon youl- you will 1 
be aſſiſted by the united ſupplications of all | 
faithful fouls. Yes, ye true diſciples, fail || 
not this day to be inſtant at the throne of | 
grace for theſe your brethren ; ſtrive ear- f 
neſtly in your prayers for them, that they _ | 
may awake out of their ſleep 3 that their | 
= chains may be broken, and they brought | 


to rejoice with you in the glorious liberty 
wherewith Chriſi hath made us free( n). And | 
you, ſinners, O may you date your return | 
to God from this day! O that the entranee 1 
= of this year may introduce you into the ver- = 
= Ping. r of our Lord and Saviour Aer — 
= Chr: ft FE | 

| of Gil. v. r. 4. % j 
. N I turn 


276 The Believer a new Creature. Serm. 11. 


I turn now to the formal profeſſor. Man, 
cunning to deceive himſelf, and content to 
be miſtaken. in the vaſt concern of his ſoul, 
as though his ruin were his interelt, bath 
found. out a device at once to eſcape the 
ſevere doctrines of mortification and the 


ments, to keep a certain quietnefs of con- 
ſcience, and a ſort of confidence of a title 


deluded phariſee in the parable. He had a 
ſtated courſe of devotion, faſting, and 10- 
lemn demeanor ; he exerciſed a meaſure of 
juſtice and diſtribution, which could not 
in any reſpe& be blamed. Upon this he 
had formed a very high and ſelf-pleaſing 
judgment of the ſafety, and even emi- 


gneney of his ſtate towards God: a judg- 
1 ment the more confirmed, becauſe of the 


licentiouſneſs of the times wherein he 


when with delighted ſelf- gratulation he 


thee that I am not as other men are, extor= 


00 Luke 3 xviil. 27% 12. 


croſs, and in the midſt of worldly enjoy- 


to life eternal. Such was the caſe of the 


lived. He ſaid no more than he thought, 
addrefſed himſelf to God, — God, 1 thank 


: tioners, unjuſt, adulterer Ss, or even as this 
publican, I faſt twice in the week; 1 give 
tithes of all that T poſſeſs (0). Permit? me 
to put this ſpeech into modern language. 
What will the world do next? Surely, 
5 10 times were never ſo bad as ours! People | 
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«© mind their church nor their ſacraments : 
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am content to go on in the old-faſhioned 


to go to church and communion, and 


* 


4 


as ſome people do,” And when youhave 


I would more is, that you were the new 
creature; which, notwithſtanding all your 


right 
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«© now are paſt all ſhame. They neither 


Sunday now is the only day for pleaſure. 
«© One can hardly walk the ſtreets for 
. {wearers and drunkards, nor go into a 
cc ſhop without being cheated. Well, thank 
« God, I have nothing to do with em" 1 


« way, With all their contrivances, they 
«© are not ſo eaſy as che who mind our duty. 
I would not be in their caſe for the world. 
« God be praiſed, no one can charge me 

« with idleneſs, or cheating. Tam glad 


am better pleaſed to give ſomewhat to a 
poor neighbour, than to ſquander it away 


ſaid this, you have faid all; and will be 
apt to aſk, what would you more? What 


freedom from the vices of the times, and all 
che good things you have to ſay of yourſelf, 

you are not yet become. I appeal to your 
own conſcience: you have heard the new 
creature deſcribed, but not yourſelf in any 
inſtance. You could not ſay that you re- 
ſembled the portrait which was drawn : ' 
you dare not affirm that: you are the hum- 
ble, heayenly - minded perſon which the. 

goſpel requires you to be. Von have not 
found chat the new apprchenſions, the 


* 
— . —j— AD. 
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right choice of the will, or the holy turn 
of the renewed affections, have fuited you. 
Vou have had no part in the purity and 
holineſs of thought and word which belong 


to the new creature; nor _ hath your con- 


duct been deſcribed, when his keeping from 
evil and doing well were laid out before 
you. You were often driven to a ſtrait; 
you have become ſuſpicious, and could not 
but think that either yourſelf, or I muſt be 
miſtaken; while in each ſucceeding inſtance 
you found yourſelf left behind, without part 
or lot in the matter. Let God now judge be- 
tween us; let his word be witneſs, without 


which J have ſaid nothing.. The truth is, 
you have the form of godlineſs, and 1 have 


deen deſcribing rhe power of it. 
Miſtake yourſelf no longer for a real 
diſciple. You are unacquainted with po- 
verty of ſpirit, faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the love of God. Comparing yourſelt 


with others, you are deceived 'and high- 5 


minded: hiding your fins from your eyes, 
you do not believe to the ſaving of your ſoul; 

and, blinded by your outward performances, 

you ſee not that you are deſtitute of the love 
of God (p). You have, I confeſs; many 
fair appearances ; but will God be content 
with theſe? The life you have not; you 


have ſeen you: have it not; vet if you would $ 


00 John v. 42: 
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perſuade yourſelf that you are the new crea- 
ture, at leaſt ſuſpect a moment that it is poſ- 


you have conceived in your own favour; 


others, but by the rule of God's word; 


O that you would ſubmit to a . in- 


Wo 


— 2 a —_— 
* 7 — — os; 


Gble you may be miſtaken. I only intreat 


= that you will bring your ſtate to a fair trial, 
| andthat you will prove yourſelf whether you 
be in the faith. — Lay aſide the prejudices 


take it into your account that you are not 
to be determined by your difference from 


and remember how Chriſt hath aſſured us, 
that the way of life is H rait and narrow, oa 
that there be fero who find it. 6 


quiry! Truly your very pitiable cafe con- 
ſtrains me to be urgent with you. It you 
are right, it can do you no harm to prove 
iy yourſelf zobether you be in the fail h. If you are 
out of the right way, how needful is it that 
you ſhould know eit! Will you allow me 
to help you, I will propoſe this leading 
queſtion to you, for a ſerious examination 
to be made upon it: — Are you heartily 
ſenſible that you are a miſerable, and 
in yourſelf a loft finner?” If you have 
never been deeply convinced of this, you 
have been building without a foundation. 
know you have had expreſhons in your 
mouth, which fignify ſuch a ſenſe of your 
Y finfulneſs and miſery: but hath your wr it 
A oe 
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felt what you have ſpoken? Aſter the ſo- 
lemn reading of the ten commandments, 
you have called upon God to have mercy 


upon you as a breaker of them all, one after 


another: not only that the Lord would in- 
dine your heart io keep theſe latus, but that 
alſo he would have mercy upon you, and for- 
give the guilt which lies upon you by your 
paſt tranſgreſſions of them, even every one 


of them. But now have you lifted up 


this ory for mercy, from an evident ſight 


and ſenſe of your guilt and miſery, as hav- 
ing tranſgreſſed every one of theſe com- 
mandments in the ſpiritual, if not the lite- 


ral ſenſe? In the daily Confeſſion, and the 
Litany, you have been calling for mercy; 


eſpecially in that confeſſion of ſins at che 
Lord's Supper, you have * acknowledged. = 
and bewailed your manifold fins and 


« wickedneſs againſt God's divine Mayely, 
declaring that hereby you have been © pro- 


voking molt juſtly his wrath and indig- 
© nation againſt you,” expreffing yourſelf 
in the moſt penitential and ſelf-abaſed man- 
ner, as if“ the remembrance of your fins 


* The Rubric, before the reading of the command- 
ments in the communion office, is, The prieſt ſhall 
« rehearſe rs all the Ten Commandments; 

| 


«. and the people {till kneeling, ſhall, after every Com- 


„ mandment,' aſk God mercy for their tranigreſſion | 


thereof for the time paſt, and grace to . the 
25 lame tor the time to come.“ SE 


s 2 were 
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cvere, grievous unto. you, and the burden 
« of them were intolerable; and crying again 
and again for mercy. Vet, after all, you 
have never found yourſelt to be, you do not 
* this day. believe that you are, this miſerable 
ſinner. And, if you have never found your- 
ſelf a poor loſt ſinner, how can you have 
come to Chriſt to be ſaved, or feel within 
vou the renewing influence of redeeming 
love? Here, here the work muſt begin, 
in an humble ſenſe of your ſinfulnels 1 
miſery. Lou are 3 ſtranger to this; 
ſeek it, I beg you, without delay; then, I 
truſt, you ſhall quickly find the difference 
between formality and Chriſtianity, and won- 
der how you could haye been to firangaly 
deceiv ed. 
W Itis time now to addreſs a mod. to thoſe 
of you who are new creatures. I could with 
pleaſure reſume the employment of a for- 
mer diſcourſe, and diſplay the delightful 
pleſſings ye enjoy and are heirs to. But ye, 
5 bleſſed of the Lord, who made heaven and 
2x7, I rather call upon you to foerp forth 
= praiſe of Him who hath called you out of. 
po: ene/s into his marvellous light (q). 
Sce hat ye live unio bim wh0 died for 
u %, and roſe again. Carry the conſtrain- 
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„ influence of the love which Jeſus bears 


ou ever on. your. hearts. 3 e it with 
(0 i Pet. i ll, 9„ d ee c te, 
vou, 
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you, wherever you are, and whatever. you 
do. Approve your hearts before him ; let 
your conſciences witneſs to you that you 
are heartily his ſervants ; that you are not 
aſeumed of him, and of his words, in this 
adulterous generatian (i; that you are will- 
ing to ſuffer reproach for hig Name' fake ; 
that you deſire only Chrift ſhould be mag- 
nified in you in life * death. Go, and let 
your whole conduct be in correſpondence 
with the grand deſign of God. 70 this end z 

Chrift both died, roſe, and revived, that he 
might be Lord both of the dead aud living (5). 
Eſpecially, pu? on charity in all your de- 


. 2 8 * > 8 75 5 33 (en 4 * n al fy 
; 5 3 E B 
— . = - EI — 1 irn: i a. * 8 


meanor. So ſhall all men know that ye are f 
Chrift's diſciples (t). So ſhall tbe 200 
"know that God hath nt him; becauſe they Ml - 
ſhall ſee him doing in you the cor Is whicl u 
none other hath done, or can do; works n 
_evidently divine: whilſt the works which o 
the devil hath wrought! in you, —ſelfſhnels, MR fo 
pride, conceit, are fidolved; ; and you, like BY fa 
your Heavenly Father, are become patient, v 
forbearing, forgiving, loving. May they al le 


faith your Lord, be one, as thou Father art in BY fo 
mne, and lin the: ; that they alſo may be one i ; 
1s; that the world may bell eue that thou batt 1 


JETT atk i in pen); ror Jour wi 3 th 
(00 Mark viii. gb. () Rom. vir. 9. s | 1 


N John xiii. 35. (* John xvii. 21. 
(=) Eph. v. 2 1 
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the world ſhall own that God is with you of 
a truth, By your meek, gentle, and cha- 
ritable carriage, you ſhal}' do youſ* Lord 
great honour, and bring more to the 
knowledge of the truth, and the obedi- 
ence of the goſpel, than by a thouſand 
reaſonings and diſputings'; which, if duly 
conſidered, will be ſeen to ſpring from pride, 
conceit, and party-zeal. But theſe are wea- 


gainſt him? How ſhould his kingdom fall, 

when in truth it is not divided? 
Hold forth the word of life. Te are 

the light of the world; ye only : all the reſt 


miſts of luſt, pleaſure, intereſt, and pompous 


word of life, as this wherein you live. O 
let a pendfous compaſiion reſt upon your 
By fouls! Rarely you ſhall meet a man who 


& your, defpiſed Maſter reign within you. In 
„ the united force of zeal and pity, de your 


(3) r Cor, Xvi. 14. (2) Matth.“ Ve . 


be done with charity ('y) towards them that 
are without, and one towards another, and 


pons which Satan himſelf puts into your 
hands; how. then ſhould you ſucceed a- 


lie in profound darkneſs, bewildered by the 
or learned pride. Never was a generation 


ſo refined and fo ignorant, ſo wiſe and fo. 
faithleſs, ſo oppoſite every way to the true 


doth not 1" it. O let a ſacred zeal for 


75 got ſhine before men evei -y=rwhere, and in all 
* ings, that they may 10 your good works (2). 


Alas, 


92 — . 3 


rr 
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Alas, ſirs, remember that the goſpel is hid 
from them whom the god of this world hath 
blinded (a);, they 858 ſee it. It lies upon. 
you to ſhew it to them; both in canverſa- 
tion and word: you mult Hold it forth unto. 
them. 2e are the ſalt of the earth (; 
fore 45 not by you, her ewith Hall i ” 1 tra 
one 
I beſeech you, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, have no fellowſhip with the unfruit. 
ful zworks of darkneſs. (c). Now to have 
any fellowſhip with "i will demand all 
your beſt caution and courage, while you 
are obliged to have ſuch frequent inter. 
courſe with thoſe. who work, iniquity. But, 
hy the mercies of God I beſeech you, be not par- 
takers with them in theinſius (d); encourage 
not the leaſt works of darkneſs. Do not al- 
ſociate with thoſe who. practiſe them; do. 
nothing which may be interpreted: as an 
approbation of them, whether by word, or 
look, or (mile, or nod; or even by forbear- 5 
ing to. reprove them. Herein you will need 
a watchtul eye and a reſolved heart; and the 
grace of Gad:hath added both unto you. x 
reflect often tow the ſmalleſt; encourage- 
ment from you muft: ſtrengthen the hands 5 
of e ene and wound me Gale: « oi 
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religion, more than even the nn vices 
of a thouſand ſinners. | 


But, I beſeech you by the fame mercies, ra- 


contrary example and conduct ſhine upon 


they are,—works of darkneſs, works which 


ä 


be made aſhamed of them. And if the 


am, you ſerve a better Maſter, and 
maintain a better cauſe. Yet, let all be 
done in the ſpirit of meekneſs and love, While 
ye reprove the works, have compaſſion on 
che workers; and then fear not, the Lord 1 is 
on your fide. 

= Finally, we beſeech you, brethren, and ex- 


- becometh the goſpel of Chriſt ( 2); looking for 
_ Tt bleſſed 17 75 and the gior? Jou 8 ing 


i 47 I Thef, i IV. 1. « F ) Luke viii. I 7; 
9 Phil. i. 27. 8 


. c c 


ther reprove them. Let the light of your 


them, that they may appear to be what 


will not bear the light. Yea, and if the 
Workers of them be bold enougk to do 
them before you, uſe a like boldneſs in re- 
proving them in plain words. Why ſhould 

you not? The workers of them ought to 


children of darkneſs be hardy, way ſhould 
not the children of light be more ſo? Sure 


ort you by the Lord Jeſus Chrift, that as ye 
Lade received how ye ought to walk and to 
Wy caſe God, ſo ye would abound more and more 
Wl (ec) ; bringing forth fruits with patience (f), 


and having in all things your converſation as 


— 
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of the great God and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt 
(4), and praying always with all prayer and 


ſupplication in the ſpirit, and rwatching there- 
undo with all perſeverance. (i). 


Now unto him that is avle to keep you from 


rn and to preſent you faultleſs before the 


preſence cf his glory with exceeding joy; to the 


only wiſe God our Saviour, be glory and ma- 


jeſty, dominion and power, both now and ever. 
Amen 885 . 
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